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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JosgEpH W. MCILHANY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lockhart, in the county of Caldwell and State
of Texas, have invented a new and useful
Broom or Mop Holder, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. .

Myinvention relates to broomsand brushes,

and has for its object to provide a holder for
broom-corn, corn-shucks, mops, and feathers,
or other material for brushes, said holder be-
ing so constructed as to firmly clamp the ma-
terial forming the head of the broom or brush
and secure it to the handle.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following desecrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view in
operative position of a holder constructed in
accordance with my invention. Fig. 2isa
vertical section of the same. TFig. 8isa detail
view in. perspective of the holder detached.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a handle to which is attached
a-seat or cap 2, having a socket 3 for the re-
ception of the extremity of the handle, said
seat or cap having an open bottom toreceive
the butts of the broom-corn, shucks, or other
material employed for forming the head of
the broom or brush. In connection with this
seat or cap 1 employ opposite friangular
clamping-levers, each consisting, in the con-
struction illustrated, of a continuous wire or
rod bent to form downwardly-divergent sides
4 and a cross-bar 5, the cross-bars of the two
levers being arranged upon opposite sides of
the plane of the material forming the head,
and the arms of each lever being arranged at
the edges of the head and crossing the plane
thereof. Thus the side arms of each lever
pass from that side of the plane of the head
upon which the cross-bar is arranged to the
opposite side of the seat or cap, and the ex-
tremities of these arms are bent to form eyes
6, disposed in alinement contiguous to the
handle and engaged by a transverse bolt 7.
The side arms of each lever are connected by

an intermediate fulerum-rod 8, located con-
figuous to and parallel with the cross-bar 5,
the intermediate or fulerum rod of each lever

being located upon the opposite side of the 5

plane of thehead from said cross-bar, whereby
when the extremities of the arms of each le-
ver are drawn toward the plane of the handle
for engagement by the transverse bolt the
intermediate or fulerum rod bears against
one side of the head, while the cross-bar bears
against the opposite side, and thus the head
is firmly clamped therebetween. Theuse of
duplicate clamp-levers insures the uniform
engagement of the head and prevents the
twisting thereof.

In constructing a broom-head by the use of
the improved clamps the brocm-corn, shucks,
or other material isfirstarranged in theseat or
cap and then the clamps are applied by slip-
ping them over the handle with the cross-bar
of the lever upon one side and the interme-
diate or fulerum bar thereof upon the other
side until they reach their proper positions,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. . When the trans-
verse members of the levers are properly dis-
posed with relation to the head, the extremi-
ties of the arms of the levers are drawn to-
ward the handle and secured by means of the
bolt.

From the above description it will be seen
that when necessary a new head may be read-
ily arranged upon the brush or broom, and
any desired material of a suitable nature may
beemployed. Itispreferable,whenthedevice
ig to be used as a mop-holder, to omit the seat
or cap, which is only employed with broom
and brush heads to hold the butits of the
broom-corn or other material in proper posi-
tion, particularly during the adjustment of
the clamping-levers.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of thisin-

vention.

Iaving described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A broom and mop holder having dupli~
cate elamping-levers each provided with a ter-
minal cross-bar and an intermediate fulerum-
rod adapted to be arranged upon opposite
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sides of the head of the broom or mop, and
means for securing the opposite ends of the
levers to a handle, substantially as specified.

2. A broom and mop-holder having dupli-
cateclamping-levers each comprisinga looped
wire or rod having a transverse central por-
tion forming a cross-bar to bear against one
side of a broom or mop-head and upwardly-
convergent side arms connected at an inter-
mediate point by a. transverse fulerum-rod
adapted to bear against the opposite side of
the broom or mop-head, and means for en-
gaging the extremities of said side arms and
securing them to a handle, substantially as
specified.

3. A broom or mop holder having a seator
cap attached to a handle and adapted to re-
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ceive the butt-ends of broom-corn, looped
clamping-levers having terminal cross-bars
and intermediate fulerum-bars adapted to
bear against opposite sides of the broom-corn
arranged in said seat or cap, each clamping-
lever being of triangular shape with the ex-
tremities of its side arms overlapping and
provided with alined eyes, and a transverse
bolt engaging said alined eyes, substantially
as specified.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH W. McILHANY.

Witnesses:

R. W. FORTUNE,
T. B. McDOWELL.
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