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My invention relates to knitted fabrics and a

method of knitting by which an edge or edges,
which are to be joined together, may be joined by
seaming or simple sewing instead of looping, thus
consyming, delicate and un-
certain operation and omplishing this without
introducing the danger that runs in the fabric
will develop because the loops of the edge courses
-are not looped together. ‘ '

I accomplish my object by knitting a sufficient
number of run resisting courses on the edges of
the fabric which are to be joined together so that
the tendency to run, even before they are joined,
is substantially eliminated and completely so upon
_Jjoining even by simple stitching instead of the
ordinary looping. Since the edge is resistant to
runs it is immaterial that the seaming stitches
fail to coincide with the loops. Edges of this
character may be knit as described in my copend-
ing application Seria] No. 644,784, filed Nov. 29,
1932, or in the application of Alfred Friedmann,

- Serial No. 617,321, filed June 15, 1932, or in any
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-other suitable run resisting manner.
My invention is particularly useful in ¢onnec-
tion with sheer silk hosiery in which the tendency

to run is particularly troublesome and difficult to.

avoid. Consequently I have selected, for pur-
poses of explanation and illustration, the welt
portion of a silk stocking which is illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which

Figure 1 is g diagrammatic illustration of the
welt section of a stocking blank showing the con-

- struction of the welt of my invention; and
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Fig. 2 is a similar illustration of another form
of welt embodying my invention.

It is to be understood, of course, that my in-

vention is not limited to hosiery fabric but is ap-

plicable to other knitted fabrics as well,
Ordinarily the knitting of hosiery begins with

the welt which is knit in one piece, then folded

over and the edges joined by the first course of

the leg, This necessitates replacing the initial.

course of loops of the welt on the needles, a task
requiring care, time and accuracy. In my inven-
tion this may be avoided in knitting a one-piece
welt by starting the knitting with several courses
I, of run resisting-character, as already described,
after which the knitting may be switched to or-
dinary fabric 2, if desired. Afterthe welt is com-
pleted the knitting is continued without inter-
ruption to form the leg 3, etc. When the leg is
completed, or at any subsequent time, the welt
may be fol@gd over and the edges stitched or
seamed to the stocking fabric. Since the edge is
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inherently run resisting no runs wili result from
this method of closing the welt.

Another method of forming the wélt,-'whjch I

prefer, is described in my German Patent No.
553,737 issued January 30, 1932. By the method
therein described the welt is made in two sepa-
rate pieces of the same or different lengths, the
first piece knit being left hanging on the needies
during the knitting of the second piece, and then
being brought up into knitting position again be-
neath the second piece so that both may be joined
by the first course of the leg. There remains,
however, the looping together of the ‘remaining
edges of the welt, an operation which I wish to
avoid. To this end I begin the knitting of each
piece of the welt with several run resisting courses
4 and 5 after which knitting may be shifted to
- Plain fabric if desired. When the time comes to
close the welt it may he done by simply seaming
along the run resisting edge bands by means of a
sewing machine, Since each edge is inherently
Tun resisting, a feature which
hanced by the seaming, no trouble from runs is
Possible, If the outer welt piece is made ldnggr
than the inner this seam will be on the inside of
the finished welt and, consequently, concealed.
As an adjunct to a welt formed as above de-
scribed, there may be incorporated, if desired, a
similar band 6 of run resisting fabric at the bot-
tom of the welt. This is particularly desirable in
the one-piece welt construction of Fig. 2 since
the stitching of the edge of the welt to ordinary
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fabric would be liable to break one or maore

threads thereof from which runs would résult.
By the employment of run resisting fabric at this
point the welt edge may be stitched directly
thereto and the danger of runs in either direction
willbe eliminated. Furthermore, sucha run resist-
ingbandatthetop of the leg becauseof itspeculiar
loop formation, which Imparts an attractive fine
lace-like appearance to the fabrie, is not only a
valuable protective feature but is also highly dec-
‘orative, particularly if knit of yarns of different
colors, textures or materials in different courses.
With the two-piece welt of Fig. 1 the same .run
resisting band 6 may be employed at the lower
edge of the welt, as shown, and will provide, as
in the other case, & run resisting and decorgtive
feature at the point where many runs begin.

I claim: o

1. The method of knitting and Joining to-
gether two or more pieces of fabric which con-
sists in knitting the body portions of said pieces
of fabric with a single thread and in & plain in-
terlooped structure and knitting ‘the terminal
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sections of said pieces of fabric with a plurality
of courses of a -single thread and in an inter-
looped structure which has run resisting charac-
teristics, and then joining the terminal sections

5 by seaming the same . fogether.
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" g single thread and in a

35,

$axl

. the commencing edge of the

2. The method of knitting a fabric and joining
yone of its terminal sections with the body por-
tion thereof, which consists in knitting the body
portion of the fabric with a single thread and in

a plain interlooped structure and during the knit-' :

ting thereof providing & knitted section therein-

formed of a plurality of courses knitted of the

same thread in a run resisting looped structure
and also providing an edge section knitted with a
plurality of courses of the same run resisting
type, and then joining said edge section to the
body portion by seaming the same to the run
resisting section therein. - . .

3. A knitted fabric having a body portion
formed of a plain interlooped structure knitted
with & single thread and having a plurality of
courses in said body portion knitted with a run
resisting loop structure, and having an end sec-
tion knitted with a plurality .of courses of the
same type of run resisting loops, said end section
being integrally joined to the run resisting
courses in the body portion by seaming.

4. A stocking having a welt portion formed of
o plain knitted fabric and having at its com-
mencing edge a plurality of courses knitted with

to resist runs, and also
body portion formed of a plurality of knitted
courses of the same run resisting looped struc-
ture, said run resisting courses of the com-

mencing edge of the welt being integrally joined .

to the run resisting section by seaming.

.~ B, A stocking of plain kitted fabric provided
with a top welt having an inner and outer wall,
inner wall being
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looped structure adapted.
having a section in its:

formed of a plurality of knitted courses of fabric

of & run resisting character and the lower end

of the outer wall being formed with a plurality of

knitted courses of fabric of the same run resist- -
ing character, said commencing edge of the in-

ner wall being integrally joined to the run re-

sisting fabric in the outer wall ‘by seaming.

6. A stocking:having a top welt formed with
an inner and outer wall, the commencing portion
of the inner wall being formed of a plurality of
courses of knitted fabric knitted of a single
thread and in a looped structure that is adapted
to resist runs, and said outer wall being provided
with a section knitted of a fabric of the same run
resisting' character, said commencing portion of
the inner wall being joined to the run resisting
section in the outer wall of the welt by a seam.

7. A knitted stocking having a top welt formed
with an inner and outer wall, the commencing
courses of knitting of the inner wall being formed -
of a run resisting looped structure and the lower
end portion of the outer wall and entirely about
the same at the point where it joins the:fabric of
the leg portion of the stocking being provided .
with a band consisting of a plurality of knitted
courses of a single thread run resisting fabrie,
said commencing courses of the inner wall of the .
welt being integrally joined to the said band in
the outer wall by seaming. .

8. A knitted stocking having a top. welt formed
with an inner and outer wall, the commencing.
portion of the inner wall being formed with a
band consisting 'of a series of courses of a non-
reinforced interlooped run resisting fabric and.
said outer wall at the bottom of the welt being
provided with a similar band knitted with a simi-
lar type of fabric, said inner wall band being in-
tegrally joined to the outer wall band by seaming. .
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