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: 1 Claim.
My invention relates to improvements in oil or

‘gas well snuffers and more particularly to that

class known as control heads for controlling the
flow of oil or gas from wells, ‘

One of the principal objects of my invention is
to provide a control head ‘for wells equipped
with means for readily attaching the same to a
well -casing.

Another object of my invention is to provide a
device of the above described character equipped
with means for quickly and -effectively bringing
the well under control.

A further object of my invention is to provide
means of the above described character which is
simple in operation, durable in construction and
economical in manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent

from the following description, appended claim
and annexed drawings. -

Referring to the drawings wherein like refer-
ence characters designate like parts throughout
the several views:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my invention illus-
trating the same in connection with a well casing
and in controlled position.

Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating the control
head disengaged from the well casing and in
position for immediate connection thereto.

Fig. 3 is a side elevation illustrating the in-
termediate position of the control head during
the engaging or disengaging movement with the
casing.

Fig. 4 is a detail view illustrating the control
head secured to a well casing.

Figures 5 and 6 are detail perspective views of
the hinge member. '

In practicing my invention I employ pairs ‘of
pivoted hinge members 5 and 6 having pairs of
casing engaging arms T and 8, respectively, se-
cured thereto. Each pair of the casing engag-
ing arms T and 8 are formed with outwardly off-
set arcuate sections 9 forming a casing receiving
gleeve. The arms 1 are clamped about a con~
trol head casing 10 by means of suitable bolts
and nuts {1. The arms T have interposed there-
between at one end the hinge members 5 se-
cured thereto by bolts and nuts (fa.

The arms 8 are secured to-a well casing 12 by
bolts and nuts 13. The hinge members 6 are
secured on the outer face of the arms 8 by nuts
and bolts. I5.

The pivoted ends of the hinge members are
formed with corresponding elongated slots 16
through which is secured a pivot pin 17, the slot
permitting relative adjustment between the head

(CL 166——15)
and casing when the head is being secured in -

position.

The well casing :12,-on the upper end thereof
adjacent the arms 8, is provided with a coupling
18 of ordinary construction which is adapted to
seat within a sleeve 19 carried by a similar cou-
pling 20 secured to the head casing (0. The
inner periphery of the sleeve 18, adjacent the
lower end. thereof; is formed with a circumfer-
entially extending. groove 2f ‘having secured
therein a gasket 22 constructed of suitable ma-
terial. Said gasket is of ring shape, the body
portion-extending without the groove 21 and of
a sufficient width to permit the central aperture

formed therethrough to register with the aper-

tures formed in the couplings {8 and 20.

When the control head is connected to the
well casing in control position, there is provided
a pair of stay bolts 23 having nuts 24 for secur-
ing the head to the well casing in adjusted posi-
tion as illustrated in Pig. 4 of the drawings. In
this position, the nuts 24 are adjustable to cause
the couplings to compress the gasket 22 there-
between and prevent leakage therefrom. The
lower face of the sleeve (8 is tapered inwardly
to guide the upper end of the coupling {8 1nto
proper seating position.

Secured to the upper end of the head casing
is a suitable cutoff valve adapted for connection
with an outlet pipe 25 when the control head is

in controlled position. Operation of the valve

serves to govern and control the flow of liquid or
gas through the pipe 25 and to close the end of
the head casing 18 when the occasion warrants.

The casing 10 has secured thereto, interme-
diate of the valve and arms 71, a pair of similar
arms 26 clamped thereon by means of bolts and
nuts. Attached to one of the bolts, on the side
opposite the hinge members, are a pair of hooks
27 and 28 to which are attached operating cables
29 and 38 respectively. The cable 29 engages a
pulley 31 rotatably supported by a standard 32
located adjacent the casing 12, and the cable 38
engages a similar pulley 32 mounted on the
standard subjacent the pulley 31{.

The pulley 31 is mounted on the standard a
sufficient distance above the horizontal axis of
the control head casing, when in the non-oper-
ating position illustrated in Fig. 2, and the

-pulley 33 is mounted on the standard somewhat

below the horizontal plane of the sleeve 19.
When a well is running wild and it is desired
to place the same under control, the arms 8 are
attached to the well casing; placing the parts in
the position illustrated in Fig. 2. Pull on the
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cable 29 about the pulley 31 serves to pivot the
control head about the pivot pin {7 and raise the
same upwardly. When the control head reaches
the intermediate position as illustrated in Fig. 3,
the cable 30 is then brought into operation to
continue the movement of the control head to

-engaging or control position with the coupling 18

carried by the casing 42, When the sleeve I8
engages the coupling 18, the stay bolts 23 are

then applied to lock the parts together and pull”

on the cable 30 may then be released. In this
position, the pipe 25 may be secured ‘to the
valve and the valve operated to- perrmt the flow
of liquid or gas from the well."

From the foregoing, it w111 be apparent that
my invention provides a simple and effective
means for bringing wells under-control and that
the same may lend itself to other uses and
adaptations without departing from the spirit. of

the invention -or scope of the appended claim.

Havmg described my invention, what I claim

is:.

In combmatlon with a well casing having an

Tupper end .section, a. well -snuffer device com-
_prising a control- head casing equipped with a

9,125,762

coupling on the lower end thereof, a sleeve fixed
to said coupling and having a lower section ex-
tending below the lower end of the coupling, said
sleeve formed with an interior circumferentially
extending groove adjacent said lower section, a
gasket mounted in said groove for effecting a
seal between said coupling -and said well casing,
said lower section fashioned with an arcuate
shaped circumferentially extending inner face

~for guiding said lower section over the upper
, section of said well casing, pairs of relatively

adjustable hinged arms clamped to said control
head and said well casing respectively and per-

mitting vertical adjustment of said control head

relative -to -said -well casing, means connected to
said control head above said coupling for pivot-
ing said control head above said well casing for

‘connection with the latter through the medium

of said sleeve, and bolts equipped with nuts and
extending through the respective pairs of arms

‘for- adJustmg said control head on said -well cas-
ing in a-‘manner ‘o -compress said gasket and
‘thereby seal said sleeve on sald upper end -of said

well casmg o
cmee CHARLES E. WHEELER.
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