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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in containers and has particular ref-
erence to a container utilizing a bail ear and a
freely movable bail. The adaptation of this in-
vention is particularly applicable to containers
having paper or fibrous body walls and metal
ends. . )

One of the objects e¢f the invention is the pro-
vision of a freely movable bail carried by a novel
bail ear to be affixed to a container having paper
or fibrous side walls with metal ends and further
a bail ear which can be securely affixed to such
a container after the container has been filled
with a product, the closure placed thereon, and
the container labeled by the use of ordinary
standard machine methods.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a novel bail ear securely fastened to the
rim of the can top, and one which is not re-
quired to be attached to the side wall of the
container.

A further object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a bail ear of simple construction, one
that may be manufactured at a minimum of cost
and one which, while particularly adapted to
containers of paper or fibrous side walls with
metal ends, may equally well be used upon con-
tainers of every description.

Other objects of the invention will be appar-
ent from the description and claims which follow.

In the drawing:—

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a con-
tainer having the novel bail ears attached thereto
and showing a bail in a carrying position.

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the bail
ear attached to the top rim of a container and
carrying a bail in a lowered position, the con-
tainer and bail being shown fragmentarily.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view illus-
trating the bail ear secured to a container, and
the manner of attaching the bail to the bail ear.

In the drawing, in which like characters desig-
nate the respective parts in all the views, the
numeral 5 indicates an ordinary container hav-
ing side walls 6 preferably of fibrous material.
In the manufacture of the preferred container,
there is provided a closure top 1 having a verti-
cally extending annular peripheral flange 8 to
snugly engage the inner wall of the body 6.
After filling the container, the closure top 1 is
pressed a suitable distance therein, leaving a
portion of the flange 8 extending beyond the
body wall 6. As illustrated in Figure 3, the por-
tion of the flange 8 extending beyond the body 6
is bent over the upper edge of the body 6 and

by which there is provided a recessed top having
a metallic peripheral rim 19.

After completing the closure of the container
5, the container is free to have a label placed
around the cuter wall of the body 6 in any suit-

-able manner without the usual necessary -cut outs

having te be made in the label by reason of bail
ears already having been affixed. - It will be un-
derstood that the specific .construction of the
container is not a particular part of my inven-
tion, but that the form of construction shown
has been chosen merely as a preferred illustra-
tion of a container having a fibrous body and
metallic top, to which the novel bail ear may be
applied.

As illustrated in the drawing and more in de-
tail in Figure 3, the bail ear 1! is formed from
ordinary sheet-metal material and comprises a
circular raised boss 12 in the form of a housing
and an elongated flange 13. The ear 11 is pressed
to an arcuate configuration to conform to the
contour of the body 6, and the upper portion of
the flange 13 is bent to a substantially U-shaped
configuration 14 to snugly conform to the me-
tallic rim 10.. The raised circular boss 12 is pro-
vided with a centrally disposed opening (3 for
the reception of one end of a bail handle 16.
The end of the bail 16 is inserted in the opening
{5 and bent at a sharp angle at 11, the bail {6
thereby being held in permanent engagement
with the ear 11. After securing the end of bail
16 in the ear il in the manner described, the
ear Il may be secured to the container. The
U-shaped portion i4 of the ear I is placed upon
the metallic rim 10 and is securely affixed, as at
18, to the metallic rim 10 by soldering, welding
or other suitable means. The lower portion of
the ear 11 is positioned adjacent the exterior wall
of the fibrous body 6.

The arcuate confisuration of the ear 11, while
giving added appearance to the ear when posi-
tioned on the container, is principally for the pur-
pose of affording additional strength thereto, if
being noted that the lower portion thereof is in
no way affixed to the fibrous body 6.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that I have
provided a metallic bail ear which may be at-
tached to 2 container having a fibrous wall, and
one that can be attached after the label has been
placed thereon, thereby obviating the necessity
of providing cut out portions in the label to ac-
commodate the bail ears, which is necessary when
the ears are attached prior to the labelling of the
container.
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It will also be further seen that I have provided
a bail ear which is securely and readily attached
to the rim of the container top by a simple sol-
dering or welding operation, thereby saving con-
siderable time and expense over previous methods
in which it is necessary to attach the bail ears to
the fibrous walls by rivets or other fasteners.

I claim:

1. In combination, a ecylindrical fibrous con-
tainer having a recessed metallic top crimped
onto the outer side wall by which is provided a
vertically extending metallic flange on the upper
margin of said body, said container being charac-
terized in that it is provided with a sheet metal
bail ear conforming to the contour of the outer
wall of said body consisting of an inverted U-
shaped upper portion, the inner surface of which
is soldered upon the outer surface of said mar-
ginal flange, and a lower portion held adjacent
the outer wall of said body consisting of a boss
in the form of a housing having an aperture for
the reception of a wire bail, the U-shaped portion
heing located in a radial plane with said housing.

2. In combination, a cylindrical fibrous con-
tainer having a recessed metallic top crimped onto
the outer side wall by which is provided a ver-
tically extending metallic flange on the upper
margin of said body, said container being char-
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acterized in that it is provided with a sheet metal
bail ear conforming to the contour of the outer
wall of said body consisting of an inverted U-
shaped upper portion, the inner surface of which
is permanently secured to the outer surface of said
marginal flange, and a lower portion held adja-
cent the outer wall of said body consisting of a
boss in the form of a housing having an aperture
for the reception of a wire bail, the U-shaped por-
tion being located in a radial plane with said
housing. .

3. In combination, a cylindrical fibrous con-
tainer having a recessed metallic top crimped
onto the outer side wall by which is provided a
vertically extending metallic flange on the upper
margin of said body, said container being char-
acterized in that it is provided with a sheet metal
ball ear conforming to the contour of the outer
wall of said body consisting of an inverted U-
shaped upper portion, the inner surface of which
is permanently secured at its end edges to the
outer surface of said marginal flange, and a lower
portion held adjacent the outer wall of said body
consisting of a boss in the form of a housing hav-
ing an aperture for the reception of a wire bail,
the U-shaped portion being located in a radial
plane with said housing.

CHARLES T. WALTER.
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