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6 Claims.

My invention relates to. new and useful im-
provements in 3 carrier for a plurality of bottles,
in the instance shown in the drawing the carrier
being adapted for supporting six botiles.

The principal object of the invention resides
in the provision of & carrier of the character de-
scribed which is relatively simple and inexpen-
sive in construction and adapted to be main-
tained in g sanitary condition.

Another object of the invention consists in the
provision of a carrier of the character described
in which the bottles are suspended therefrom,
the carrier including two members adapted to be
slid one relative to the other, each of the mem-
bers including a plurality of openings through
which the necks of the bottles are received, the
sliding members when in one position of ad-
justment permitting the necks of the bottles to be
readily passed through the openings and when in
another position of adjustment engaging the
necks of the bottles in such a manner that they
will be suspended therefrom and held against
accidental displacement.

A further object of the invention resides in
the provision of a carrier including members
which are slidable one relative to the other for
receilving and supporting the bottles, and a han-
dle by means of which the device may be carried
from place to place, the handle when in carrying
position preventing sliding movement of the
members one relative to the other and preventing
accidental displacement or dropping of the bot-
tles from the carrier.

With the above and other objects in view,
which will appear as the description proceeds, my
invention consists in the novel details of con-
struction, and arrangemen, of parts, described in

the following specification and illustrated in.the.

accompanying drawing, and while I have illus-
trated and described the preferred embodiments
of the invention, as they now appear to me, it will
be understood that such changes may be made as
will fall within the scope of the appended claims.

In the drawing: .

Fig. 1 is a top plan of the completed device.

Fig. 2 is a top plan of the boftom plate or
supporting member.

Fig. 3 is an end view looking from the left hand
end of Fig. 1. .

Fig. 4 is a fragmental transverse section on the
line 4—4 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the
arrows with parts shown in elevation.

Fig. 5 is a fragmental longitudinal section on
the line 5—5 of PFig. 1 looking in the direction
of the arrows.
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Fig. 6 is a fragmental detail with g portion of
a bottle neck shown in elevation, the slidable
members or plates of the carrier being shown in
position for the reception of the bottle neck; and

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 6 with the slid-
able members or plates of the carrier shown in
bottle-supporting positions.

My improved form of carrier is of such a con-
struction sand material that it may be sold at =
relatively low price or may be given away to &
customer by a storekeeper or dispenser of bev-
erages and may be used for carrying filled bottles
from the store to the desired place for consump-
tion and may also be used for returning empty
bottles to the store. It is preferably made of
metal so that it may be kept in a sanitary con-
dition and will not be readily destructible as
would be the case if made of cardboard or the
like, it being understood that when beverages are
purchased from a store they have oiten been on
ice and therefore there would be a certain amount
of moisture on the outsidé of the bottle or bottles.

In the drawing | indicates the top plate or sup-
porting member and 2 indicates the bottom plate
or supporting member which are positioned in

overlapping relation and slidable one relative to™

the other. The bottom plate or supporting mem-
ber 2 is provided at one end with the up-turned
vertical flange 3 and the longitudinal edges are
bent upwardly and inwardly to provide horizon-
tal guide flanges 4 which, as shown more par-
ticularly in Fig. 4 of the drawing, are of such a
height from the upper surface of the plate or
member to provide a space to receive the longi-
tudinal edges of the top plate or member {.
Longitudinally spaced circular openings 5 are
formed in the plate or member 2, adjacent each
of the guide flanges 4, and are of such a size as
to permit the insertion of the bottle necks as
shown more particularly in Figs. 6 and 7 of the
drawing, the bottle neck being shown at € and
provided with an enlarged bead 7 adjacent the
mouth portion, the mouth portion-being normally
closed by the usual form of cap indicated at 8.
The plate or member 2 is further provided be-
tween the rows of openings § and intermediate
the ends with transversely extending elongated
openings 9 adapted to receive portions or exten-
sions of a handle to be later described. An elon-
gated opening 0 is formed in the plate 2, between
one of the openings 9 and the up-turned flange
3, to receive a rivet 11 or other suitable headed
fastening carried by the upper plate or member
{, the elongated opening 10 permitting longitudi-
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nal sliding movement of the top piate 6r member .

{ relative to the bottom plate or member 2.

The longitudinal edges of the top plate or
member | are normally received in the guide-
ways formed by the inturned flanges & and what
might be termed the outer end of this top plate
or member f is provided with the up-turned
flange §2. The inner end of the plate or member
i is notched to provide the flared passages (3
leading to the recesses or openings (8, the edges
of the recesses or openings {4 when the plates or
members | and 2 sre in the bottle carrying posi-
tion shown in Fig, 1 overlying the edges of the end
openings §, adjacent the flange 8, in the plate of
member 2. The plate or member { is further
provided, adjacent each longitudinal edge, with
the longitudinally spaced openings (§ having re-
duced recesses or passages {8 leading therefrom
and, as shown more particularly in Pig. 1 of the

-drawing, the recesses or passages 16 are of such

a width that when the plates or members { and
2 are in bottle carrying positions they will over-
lap the openings § while the openings {5 are of

‘'such & size as to permit the ready passage of a

bottle neck therethrough when sald openings 16
are in alignment with the openings & of the bot-
tom plate or member 2.

Struck from the top plate or member { are the

upwardly directed lugs or ears {7 to which is
pivotally connected at 18 & handle {8 which is
adapted to be swung downwardly into a position
parallel with the upper surface of the member or
plate i or swung upwardly into substantially ver-
tical carrying position shown more particularly
in Fig. 3 of the drawing. The handle is pivotally
connected to the ears or lugs 17 to provide the
extensions 20 adapted when the handle is in its
carrying position to swing through the notches
2{ formed in the top plate or member { and into
the elongated openings 9 in the bottom plate or
member 2. When in this position the plates or
members | and 2 will be held against sliding
movement cne relative to the other. When in
the carrying position shown in Fig. 3 the handle
projects at a slight angle off-center and this is
of advantage in that it has a tendency to prevent
the handle being swung, when carrying the bot-
tles, and preventing the release of the locking
connection between the members f and 2. When
in the carrying position shown in Fig. 3 the ex-
tensions 20 on the handle {§ will engage ends
of the openings 9 to limit the swinging movement
of the handle beyond the position shown in Fig.
3. This engagement of the extensions of the
handle with the ends of the openings is shown
more particularly in Fig. 4 of the drawing.

From the above detailed description of the con-
struction it is thought that the operation and
advantages will be clearly understood. In Fig. 1
of the drawing the members or plates { and 2 are
shown in what might be termed their hottle car-
rying positions. When it is desired to position
bottles, to be suspended from the carrier, the
user will grasp the flanges 8 and §2 and by push-
ing or pulling outwardly thereon the members
will be slid one relative to the other to bring the
openings 13 and 195 in the top plate or member
| in alignment with the openings 5 in the bot-
tom plate or member 2. When in this position
the bottle necks may be inserted through the
aligned openings, as shown more particularly in
Fig. 6 of the drawing, and when the necks are
thus positioned the user may then push inwardly

" on the flanges 3 and 12 to position the edges of

the recesses or passages 14 and 16 over the open-
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ings 5 and beneath the beads or enlargements T
on the bottle necks as shown more particularly
in Fig. 7 of the drawing. When in this position
the bottles will be supported in suspension and
when the handle !9 is swung upwardly into the
position shown in full lines in Fig. 3 and by
dotted lines in Fig. 4 the extensions 28 will swing
through the nofches 2§ and through the elon-
gated openings 9, as shown In Figs. 3 and 4.
When in this carrying position, as previously
stated, the members or plates | and 2 cennot be
slid one relative to the other and thereby the
bottles are Lield against accidental displacement
and may be carried from place to place. The
rivet ([, operating in the elongated opening 10,
permits sliding movement of the plates or memn-
bers ! and 2 relative to one another but limits
such movement by contact of the rivet with the
ends of the opening,

Having fully described my invention what I

. claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
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Patent is: - i

‘1. A bottle carrier comprising a body' portion
for supporting bottles, the body portion includ-
ing upper and lower members slidably adjustable
longitudinally one relatively to the other into
bottle receiving and bottle carrying positions, and
& handle pivotally connected to one of the mem-
bers to be swung transversely of the members to
carrying position extending upwardly relatively
to the members and to be swung downwardly out
of carrying position, said handle having & portion
to engage with a portion on the other member
to lock the members in bottle carrying position
against relative longitudinal movement when the
handle is swung to carrying position.

2. A bottle carrier comprising a body portion
for supporting bottles, and a handle, the body
portion including upper and lower members slid-
ably adjustable one relatively to the other into
bottle receiving and bottle carrying positions, the
handle being pivotally connected near one end '
to the upper member to be swung to carrying
position extending upwardly relatively to said
members and to be swung downwardly out of
carrying position to a position alongside said
memebrs, said handle having a lower end por-
tion projecting beyond its pivotal connection
adapted to engage with a portion on the lower
member to lock the members in bottle carrying
position against relative sliding movement when
the handlie is moved to carrying position, said
end portion of the handle being connected there-
with whereby to be disengaged from said portion
on the lower member by the handle when the
latter is swung down out of carrying position.

3. A bottle carrier comprising a body portion
for supporting bottles, the body portion including
upper and lower members slidably adjustable one
relatively to the other into bottle receiving and
bottle carrying positions, the lower member being
provided with an opening therein, and 2 handle
pivotally connected near one end to the upper
member to be swung to carrying position ex-
tending upwardly relatively to said members and
to be moved downwardly out of carrying posi--
tion, said handle having a lower end portion
projeciing beyond its pivotal connection adapted
to project into the opening in the lower member
to lock the members in bottle carrying position
against relative sliding movement when the han-
dle is in carrying position, said handle portion
being connected to the handle whereby to be
removed from sald opening by the handle when
the Jatter is swung down out of carrying position.
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4. A bottle carrier comprising & body portion
for supporting bottles, the body portion includ-
ing upper and lower members slidakly adjust-
able one relatively to the other into bottle re-
ceiving and bottle carrying positions, the mem-
bers having openings therein arranged to be in
registration when the members are in bottle car-
rying position, and a handle pivotally connected
to one of the members to be swung to carrying

position extending upwardly relatively to the

members and for movement downwardly out of
carrying position, the handle having a portion
adapted to project into the aligned openings of
the members for locking the members in bottle
carrying position against relative sliding move-
- ment when the handle is moved tc¢ carrying posi-
tion, said handle portion being connected to the
handle whereby to be removed from said open-
ings in the members by the handle when the
latter is swung downwardly out of carrying posi-
tion.

5. A bottle carrier comprising a body portion
for supporting bottles, the body portion including
upper and lower members slidably adjustable
longitudinally one relatively to the other into
bottle receiving and bottle carrying positions, the
members having openings therein arranged to
be in registration when the members are in bottle
carrying position, and a handle pivotally con-
nected to the upper member to be swung trans-

versely of the members to carrying position ex- -
tending upwardly relative to the members and

for movement downwardly out of carrying posi-
tion, the handle having lower extensions adapted
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to project into the aligned openings of the mem-
bers for locking the members-in bottle carrying
position against relative longitudinal movement
when the handle is moved to carrying position,
sajd handle extensions being removed from said
openings in the members when the handle is
swung downwardly out of carrying position.

6. A bottle carrier comprising a body portion
for supporting bottles, the body portion includ-
ing upper and lower members slidably adjust-
able one relatively to the other into bottle re-
ceiving and bottle carrying positions, the mem-
bers having cpenings therein arranged to be in
registration when the members are in bottle car-
rying position, and a handle pivetally connected
to one of the members to be swung to substan-
tially vertical carrying position off-center of the
pivot point and for movement downwardly out
of carrying position, the handle having lower
extensions adapted to project into the aligned
openings of the members for locking the mem-
bers in botfle carrying position against relative
sliding movement when the handle is moved to
carrying position, the walls at one end of the
openings in the lower member cooperating with
said handle extensions for limiting the move-
ment of the handle when swung to carrying posi-
tion, said handle extensions being connected to
the handle whereby to be removed from said
openings in the members by the handle when
the latter is swung downwardly out of carrying
position. . :

GEORGE H. HUTAFF, Jr.




