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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, SimoN KENTON HELMER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at As-
pen, in the county of Pitkin andState of Colo-
rado, have invented a new and useful Seat or
Bench, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. :

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in seats or benches, and especially in
that elass of such devices as are adapted to

“be compactly folded when not required for

use; and the object of theinvention is to pro-
vide a bench or seat of a simple and inexpen-
sive nature which shall be strong and dura-
ble ard at the same time light and attractive
in appearance and which shall be capable of
being folded, so as to take up a small space
and to render the improved device more con-
venient for handling and transporting.

The invention consists in a bench or seat or
equivalent device having a pivetally-mount-
ed leg, a brace connected to the leg and hav-
ing a sliding engagement with the bench or
otherarticle, and a gravity-latch to engage the
brace and hold the same against movement
when the leg isin a position to support the ar-
ticle.

The invention also contémplates certain
novel features of the construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of thevarious parts of
the improved bench or seat, whereby certain
important advantages are attained and the
deviee is made simpler, cheaper, and other-
wise better adapted and more convenient for
use, all as will be hereinafter fully set forth.

The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claim.

In order that my improvements may be the
better understood, I have shown in- the ac-
companying drawings a folding bench or seat
constroeted according to my invention, in
which— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
improved seat or bench unfolded and in posi-
tion for use, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view
showing the device in folded position. Fig.
3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
under side of the improved chair, showing the
leg and its bracing devices. Fig. 4isa frag-

mentary vertical section in the plane indi-
cated by the line ¢ « in Fig. 3. .
Tn the views, 1 indicates the seat portion

of the improved beuch, which is, as shown,
of an elongated form, said seat portion 1 be-
ing upholstered upon its upper face and pro-
vided at opposite ends with arms 2, as clearly
shown. - 3 indicates the back of the seat or
bench, which is upholstered also upon its
front face and is hinged at its lower part to
the rear edge of the seat portion 1, as will be
readily understood.

The seat or hench is provided at opposite
ends with braces for supporting the back 3
in its raised position, asshown in Fig. 1, said
braces being each formed of two links 5, piv-
otally connected and provided with locking
devices for locking them together when In
line with each other, the opposite ends of the
links being pivoted to the seat portion 1 and
back 3 of the bench. )

The bench or seat is provided at opposite
ends with supporting-legs 6, connected there-
to by means of hinges 7 and adapted to be
folded toward each other, as shown in Fig. 2,
flat against the under side of the bench. In
the bottom of the beneh, as shown in Fig. 4,
is formed arecess 8, extending longitudinally
in the bottom of the seat, which recess is
adapted tobe closed by a face-plate 9, secured
to the under side of the bench-bottom over
the said recess and provided with a slot 10,
formed in it parallel to and connecting with
the recess 3 and adapted for the passage of
one end of a brace 11, the outer end of which
is coupled to the leg 6, as shown in Figs. 3
and 4. , . :

Tn the recess 8 is arranged a guide-bar 12,
which extends longitudinally in the recess
and is adapted to guide the end of the brace
11, said brace being provided inside the re-
cess with a bent end 13 to engage said guide-
har and slide along the same. In the recess
8 is pivoted, as shown at 14, a latch or dog,
one end of which is weighted and is adapted
by gravity to hold the opposite shorter end
16 of the dog in the path of the bent end 13
of the brace 11, so that when the leg of the
pench or seat is swung pivotally the brace 11
will be eaused to slide along the guide-bar12,
and the bent end of said brace will be drawn
over the short end 16 of the dogor lateh fo
the position shownin Fig. 4. When the parts
are in this position, the weighted end 15 of
the dog or lateh will act to throw the shorter
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end thereof in the path of the bent end 13 of
the brace 11,80 as to securely lock said brace

against movement and hold the leg of the:

bench in position.

If desired, the back 3 of the bench or seat
may be constructed with a series of hooks 17,
pivotally mounted onsaid back and arr (moed
to fold into:recesses formed in the same.
These hooks may beused for hanging hats or
other articles on the back of the bench, and
when the seat or bench is to be folded the
hooks 17 may be folded in their recesses, so
as not to project from the back.

‘When it is desired to fold up the seat or
bench, the spring dogs or Dbolts with which
the links 5 of the Dbraces at the end of the
bench or seat are provided are disengaged;
so as to permit the back 3 to be folded down
upon theseat portion 1 of the bench, as shown
in Fig. 2.~ The parts may be held in this po-
smon in any desired way—as, for example,
by means of a strap 18; secur ed to the under
side of the seat portion 1 and arranged to en-
gage & pin or button 19 on the rear surface
of the back 3 of the bench.

When the back has been folded upon the
seat, as shown in Fig. 2, the bench. may, if
desu ed, be turned over, so as to restupon its
back p01t10n, and this mo» ement will eause
the weighted end 15 of the dog in the recess
8 to move in the opposite (h]echon soas to
disengage the short end 16 of the do0 from
the bent end 13 of -the brace 11, so that the
leg 6 may be folded flat a"amst the under
51de of the seat portion 1.

From the above deseription it will be seen
that the improved bench or seat is of an ex-
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tremely simple and inexpensive nature, and
is especially.well adapted for use in churches
and halls, since it isadapted to be compactly
folded when not required for use, so that it
may be conveniently handled, and it will be
obvious from the above description that the
improved bench or seat is capable of some
modifieation without material departure from
its principles and spirit, and for this reason
I donot wish to be understood as limiting my-
self to the precise form and alnnoement oT
the parts herein set forth.

Having thus described my invention. I
claim—

The combination of a seat or equivalent ar-
ticle, provided with a recess, a-gnide-bar dis-
posed longitudinally of the recess, a hinged
leg supporting the seat, & brace connected at
one end to the leg and having its other end
bent at an-angle and sliding on the guide-bar,
and an automatically - operating latch ar-
ranged within the recess of the seat and piv-
oted near one end, its shorter arm being bent
upward and arranged adjacent to the guide-
bar and located in the path of the brace in
position to be engaged by thesame, the longer
arm of the latch being adapted t0 maintain
the shorter:arm in opemtlve pOSIbIOIl sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing. as
myown I havehereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

SIMON KENTON UELMER.
Witnesses:
Wi DONOVAN,
M. B. Brown.
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