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UNITED STATES 
117,440 

PATENT OFFICE. 
THOMAS A. McFARLAND, OF ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

MPROVEMENT IN INVALID BED STEADS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 117,440, dated July 25, 1871. 

To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, THOMAS A. McFARLAND, 

of the city and county of Erie and State of Penn 
sylvania, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Invalid Beds; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing and the letters of 
reference marked thereon making a part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of the bedstead with 
my improvements attached when extended, so 
that the invalid may lie at full length. Fig. 2 
is a side view of the bedstead when closed, and 
converted substantially into a chair with an ad 
justable back. Fig. 3 is a cross of two side pieces, 
showing a modification of the connection of the 
fixed with the sliding part of the bedstead, in 
which a telescopic joint is employed. 
The drawing is made on the usual scale. 
My invention relates to improvements in in 

valid bedsteads; and consists in constructing 
the side pieces in two parts, one fixed and the 
other movable or sliding, the two parts being 
supported by posts, and each being connected 
by cross-pieces, on which rests a bed-frame, one 
portion of which is hinged, to adjust the head 
and the upper part of the body of the invalid to 
any desired inclination, by means of a rack and 
lever or other equivalent device. The other part 
is also hinged, so that the bedstead may be con 
verted, when desired, substantially into a chair 
with an adjustable back, as hereinafter more 
fully set forth. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make and 

use my invention, I will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation. 
AA are the posts of the fixed portion of the 

bedstead connected together by the side pieces 
B B and the ordinary cross-pieces. C C are the 
posts of the sliding part of the bedstead, con 
nected by a cross-piece, and provided with side 
pieces o 0, made to fit snugly between and 
against the inner faces of the parts B B. The 
side pieces o O are supported horizontally by the 
cross-piece at the lower end of the fixed part of 
the bedstead, and are provided with a tongue 
which slides into a groove cut in the side pieces 

B B. The frame b a h which supports the bed is 
made in three parts, the parts b and h being 
hinged at c and d to the parta of the bed-frame. 
q is a rock-shaft, having its bearings in the side 
pieces B B, to which are attached the projections 
in n. These projections lie directly under the 
hinged pieces b b of the bed-frame. e is a lever 
on the right-hand end of the rock-shaft, by means 
of which the adjustable parts b b of the bed 
frame may be raised or lowered to any desired 
inclination, being held in any required position 
by means of the rack m. and projecting supports 
in n, so that the head and the upper portion of 
the body of the invalid may be adjusted to any 
angle. h is the lower portion of the bed-frame, 
hinged at d to the parta, and having a foot-rest, 
l, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. In Fig. 1 the slid 
ing frame is extended and the part b of the bed 
frame somewhat elevated, so that the invalid 
may lie at full length with his head raised. In 
Fig. 2 the part b of the bed-frame is more ele 
vated than in Fig. 1, and the sliding frame is 
closed, the part l of the bed-frame falling by 
gravity, and the feet of the invalid being sup 
ported by the foot-rest l. The bedstead is then 
substantially converted into a chair with an ad 
justable back. In the modification shown in 
Fig. 3,0', one of the side pieces of the fixed frame 
is made hollow and the side piece r of the slid 
ing frame is made to fit into it, making a tele 
scopic joint. 
Having thusfully described my invention, what 

I claim therein as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States, is 
The side pieces B B, in combination with the 

sliding pieces o O and bed-frame b a h hinged at 
c and d, whereby the bedstead may be used as 
such, or converted into a chair with an adjust 
able back, substantially in the manner and for 
the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

TEIOMAS A. MCFARLANTD. 

Witnesses: 
I. M. CooPER, 
J. V. FILETNS. 

  


