Thomes A JcFartand.
| Inyaiin Bed,
117440 ) L | .
' Parevten JUL 25 1871

Py Z
i & ) . C;
i : ’n.\\\&\ {B - . ‘ 0 é_&i
E ,: R S At St 4- “‘F;_‘"’l
o l—l /tu : :
; L
Frg. 2
Ty 5
e
Hetrasseas: Trnvonior

L o Thormas A MCFariand
g naq . | pei £ 5 Botmarr
I G s | o 2 Bt

AM. PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHIG CO. N. Y, (0SBORNE'S PROGESS.)




UNITED STATES

117,440

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS A. McFARLAND, OF ERIE, PENNSYLVANTA.

IMPROVEMENT IN INVALID BEDSTEADS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 117,440, dated July 25, 1871.

To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, THoMAS A. MOFARLAND,
of the city and county of Erie and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Invalid Beds; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and the letters of
reference marked thereon making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the bedstead with
my imprévements attached when extended, so
that the invalid may lie at full length. Fig. 2
is a side view of the bedstead when closed, and
converted substantially into a chair with an ad-
justable back. TFig.3is a cross of two sidepieces,
showing a modification of the connection of the
fixed with the sliding part of the bedstead, in
which a telescopic joint is employed.

The drawing is made on the usual scale.

My invention relates to improvements in in-
valid bedsteads; and consists in eonstructing
the side pieces in two parts, one fixed and the
other movable or sliding, the two parts being

_supported by posts, and each being connected
by eross-pieces, on which rests a bed-frame, one
portion of which is hinged, to adjust the head
and the upper part of the body of the invalid to
any desired inclination, by means of a rack and
lever or other equivalent device. The other part
is also hinged, so that the bedstead may be con-
verted, when desired, substantially into a chair
with an adjustable back, as hereinafter more
fully set forth.

To enable others skilled in the art to make and
use my invention, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation.

A A are the posts of the fixed portion of the
bedstead connected together by the side pieces
B B and the ordinary cross-pieces. C C are the
posts of the sliding part of the bedstead, con-
nected by a cross-piece, and provided with side
pieces o o, made to fit snugly between and
against the inner faces of the parts B B. The
side pieces o o are supported horizontally by the
cross-piece at the lower end of the fixed part of
the bedstead, and are provided with a tongue
which slides into a groove cut in the side pieces

B B. The frame b ¢ h whichsupports the bed is
made in three parts, the parts b and A being
hinged at ¢ and d to the part « of the bed-frame.
g is a rock-shaft, having its bearings in the side |
pieces B B, to which are attached the projections
# m. These projections lie directly under the
hinged pieces b b of the bed-frame. e is alever
on the right-hand end of the rock-shaft, by means
of which the adjustable parts b b of the bed-
frame may be raised or lowered to any desired
inclination, being held in any required position
by means of the rack m and projecting sapports
n 1, 50 that the head and the upper portion of
the body of the invalid may be adjusted to any
angle. [ is the lower portion of the bed-frame,
hinged at d to the part «, and having a foot-rest,
I, as clearly shown in TFig. 2. In Fig.1 the slid- -
ing frame 1s extended and the part b of the bed-
frame somewhat elevated, so that the invalid
may lie at full length with his head raised. In
Fig. 2 the part b of the bed-frame is more ele-
vated than in Fig. 1, and the sliding frame is
closed, the part & of the bed-frame falling by
gravity, and the feet of the invalid being sup-
ported by the foot-rest . The bedstead is then
substantially converted into a chair with an ad-
justable back. In the modification shown in
Fig. 3, o/, one of the side pieces of thefixed frame
is made hollow and the side piece v of the slid-
ing frame is made to fit into it, making a tele-
scopie joint. '

Having thusfully deseribed my invention, what
I claim therein as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

The side pieces B B, in combination with the
sliding pieces o o and bed-frame b « % hinged at
¢ and d, whereby the bedstead may be used as
such, or converted into a chair with an adjust-
able back, substantially in the manner and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. '

THOMAS A. McCFARLAND. -

‘Witnesses:
I. M. COOPER,
J. V. FILEINS.




