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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, AMOS DEWEESE, of Oak 

Mills, in the county of Atchison and State of 
Kansas, have invented a new and Improved 
Bee-hive Protector, of which the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved 
bee-protector, showing it applied to a series 
of hives. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec 
tion, on an enlarged scale, of the same, show 
ing it on a hive. Fig. 3 is a detail inner face 
View of the same. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre Sponding parts. 
The invention is an improvement in the class 

of devices or apparatus for closing the entrances 
of a series of hives simultaneously. The im 
provement consists, first, in arranging the slid 
ing bar, which connects the entrance gates of 
the several hives, so as to stand in the place 
of the usual alighting-board; and, second, in 
a peculiar manner of providing the gates with 
wire-gauze ventilators, whereby, when the bee 
entrances are closed, air may be admitted. 

In the drawing, the letters AA represent a 
series of bee-hives, placed in one, two, or more 
rows upon suitable supports. a. a. are the 
gates by which their respective bee-entrances 
are closed or opened. These gates, as far as 
they pertain to a row of hives, are affixed to 
a slide or bar, B, and the several bars or slides 
B are connected with the cranks of a rock- . 
shaft, C, which hangs in a stationary frame, 
D. When the rock-shaft is swung away from 
the hives all the bars will be drawn so as to 

carry the gates in front of the bee-entrances. 
When the rock-shaft is swung in the opposite 
direction all the gates will be opened. A 
weighted arm, b, is applied to the rock-shaft 
C to hold the gates open. When they are to 
be closed an arm, d, on the same shaft is 
drawn by hand. This arm d may be connect. 
ed with a rod or string, e, which extends into 
the house through the wall f of the same, to 
enable the occupants at night to shut the hives 
by pulling said rod or string, and in the morn 
ing to open them by slacking the rod or string. 
The bar B serves in place of the usual “alight 
ing-board' when the bee-entrances are not 
closed. Each gate a is recessed from the lower . 
edge upward, the recess being covered by wire 
gauze, as at g in Figs. 2 and 3. When the gate 
is closed this recess will admit air to the hive 
for ventilating purposes, while the wire-gauze 
will exclude moths and other insects, &c. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent- - 

1. The wire-gauze plates g, arranged in a 
cavity on the inner side of the gates a so as to 
leave a space between them for admission of 
air, as and for the purpose Specified. 

2. The bar B, arranged, in connection with 
the hives A, so as to serve in place of the usual alighting-board, as specified. 

AMOS DEWEESE. 
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