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This invention relates to improvements in a surgical 
pad with a digit loop and method of making the same, and 
more particularly to a surgical pad highly desirable for 
application to the human foot with the digit loop encir 
cling a toe to hold the pad in proper position on the foot, 
although it will be understood that the same structure 
could be used on the hand with the digit loop engaged 
over a finger, if so desired, and the structure may have 
other uses and purposes as will be apparent to one skilled 
in the art. 

In the past, many and various types of surgical pads, 
particularly those for treating and relieving various afflic 
tions of the human foot, have been developed with some 
form of digit or toe loop thereon. Difficulty has been ex 
perienced in economically providing a toe loop that is 
comfortable to the user, because if the toe loop was made 
integral and in the same plane with the body portion of 
the pad, it would have to be forcibly offset to engage over 
the toe and uncomfortable buckling or wrinkling of the 
loop would occur. In order to provide a loop offset 
from the plane of the pad and one which would flatly 
encircle the toe, rather than edgewise, necessitated the 
provision of the loop as a separate piece in most cases, 
considerably adding to the cost of manufacture. Fur 
ther, difficulty was experienced in providing a com 
fortable toe or digit loop on a surgical pad, especially if : 
the loop was located on the body of the pad in an offset 
location so as to render the device individual to a right 
or left foot. Such is particularly desirable in connection 
with a cushioning pad to underlie the metartarsal arch of 
a foot for the alleviation of callosities and the like. 
With the foregoing in mind, it is an important object 

of the instant invention to provide a surgical pad having 
a digit loop offset to one side of the plane of the pad 
body, and with the entire structure made of one piece. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

surgical pad having a digit loop offset from the plane 
of the pad body, but integral therewith. 
A further feature of the invention resides in the pro 

vision of a surgical pad having a digit loop offset from 
the plane of the pad body, the entire structure being made 
of an initially flat one piece blank of material. 

Another feature of the invention resides in the provi 
sion of a surgical pad having an offset digit loop to render 
the pad individual to a right or left foot or hand, the 
construction being such that the same identical one piece 
blank may be utilized to make either a right or left pad. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of 
a novel blank of material from which a surgical pad hav 
ing a digit loop offset from the plane of the pad may 
easily be shaped. 

Still a further object resides in the provision of a novel 
blank of material from which a surgical pad having a 
digit loop offset from the plane of the pad may easily be 
constructed, and the same blank may be used for con 
structing a pad individual to either the right or left foot. 

It is also a feature of the invention to provide a new 
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loop attached thereto. 
While some of the more salient features, characteristics 

and advantages of the instant invention have been above 
pointed out, others will become apparent from the fol 
lowing disclosures, taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a blank from which the 
surgical pad is constructed; 

Figure 2 illustrates the blank of Fig. 1 after being 
shaped into the desired formation; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the other face of the same 
blank as seen in Fig. 1; - - 

Figure 4 illustrates the finished pad resulting from the 
use of the blank in the position seen in Fig. 3; s 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a completed pad with an ad 
ditional cushioning element attached thereto; and 

Figure 6 is a transverse sectional view through the struc 
ture of Fig. 5 taken substantially as indicated by the 
line VI-VI, looking in the direction of the arrows. 
As shown on the drawings: 
While the illustrated embodiment of the instant inven 

tion has been shown in the form of a surgical pad indi 
vidual to a right or left foot, it will be understood that 
by an obvious alteration in construction, the digit loop 
associated with the pad may be centered relatively to 
the body portion if so desired. It will also be understood 
that a surgical pad having a digit loop might be utilized 
on the hand of a user as well as on the foot, but for pur 
poses of illustration the present invention is set forth 
herein as embodying a pad to underlie the plantar sur 
face of a foot beneath the metatarsal arch and lend cush 
ioning support to at least the intermediate metatarsal 
heads, such pad being highly desirable for the alleviation 
of callosities on the sole of the foot, for giving added sup 
port to the metatarsal arch, etc. - 

In Fig. 1 I have illustrated a pattern or blank, gener 
ally indicated by numeral 1, and from which a pad indi 
vidual to either a right or left foot may be formed. The 
blank 1 may be of any suitable cushioning material, such 
for example as foam latex, soft felt or the like, and may 
be of a single piece construction or a laminated structure 
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as may be desired. The blank includes a body portion 
2 of generally oval contour having a notch 3 at one side 
thereof. One side edge of the notch and the adjacent 
circumferential edge of the body merge into a goose 
neck 4 which extends outwardly from the body and then 
laterally away from the notch. This goose neck ter 
minates in an inwardly extending terminal end or head 
5 shaped complementally to the notch. 
Now in forming the pad, the terminal end or head 5. 

of the goose neck is raised, rotated a complete revolution, 
and inserted into the notch in the position seen in Fig. 2. 
The marginal edges of the head 5 may then be secured 
to the edges of the notch 3 in any suitable manner, such 
as by a line of adhesive 6. This manipulation forms 
the goose neck into a digit loop which flatly embraces 
the digit, which is offset from the plane of the body 2, 
and when attached to a digit there is no wrinkling or 
buckling in any location. Further, it will be noted that 
the same side of the pad is present in the body 2 and 
attached head 5, and follows the inside of the digit 
loop formed from the goose neck 4. 
Now it will be noted that the goose neck extends from 

the body of the pad at one side of the notch 3, and 
therefore to one side of the median line of the pad. 
Consequently when the loop is formed from the goose 
neck, as seen in Fig. 2, this loop is offset from the median 
line of the pad, and the particular pad illustrated in Fig. 
2 has the loop in proper position to engage over the 
second toe of the foot, with the oval pad having a long 
axis extending slantwise in keeping with the metatarsal 
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arch of the foot. The pad illustrated in Fig. 2 conse 
quently is for use on a right foot. 
Now a pad for the left foot may be made from 

identically the same blank. . In order to better illustrate 
this procedure, in Fig. 3 I have shown the same blank 

inverted, that is with the opposite face. uppermost. The 
goose neck 4 now extends to the right rather than to the 
left as in Fig. 1, and when the head or terminal end 5 
is rotated one complete revolution and brought toward 
the left and secured in the notch as above described, it 
will be noted that the resulting loop is to the right of the 
median: line of the pad, to engage over the Second toe 
of the left foot, and the long axis of the oval body 2 
slopes outwardly in keeping with the metatarsal. arch 
of the left foot. 
Thus it will be apparent that depending upon which 

surface of the pad is to come in contact with the foot, 
and thus upon which way, the ; goose neck is looped, the 
same identical blank may be utilized to provide a pad 
individual to either the right or left foot. By this means, 
economy, of manufacture is greatly reduced. . 

In Figs. 5 and 6 I have illustrated the pad structure 
above described, and particularly the left foot pad of 
Fig. 4 equipped with an added cushioning element 7 
cemented or equivalently secured to the upper or foot 
contacting face of the pad. This element 7 may be made 
of any suitable cushioning material, such as foam latex, 
soft felt, and the like, and may be attached to the pad 
carrying: the loop in such a manner as to provide a 
curvate contour as clearly seen in Fig. 6 to the structure 
whereby the foot contacting face is concave to receive 
therein the intermediate metatarsal. heads and provide 
added cushioning to that part of the foot. Such arrange 
ment is particularly desirable for the alleviation of cal 
losities. 

Obviously, the blank structure need not be of the 
specific shape illustrated but may vary in contour within 
reason depending upon the size, desired and just what 
portion of the foot the resultant pad is to contact. When 
placed in position with the loop engaged over the proper 
toe or digit, the pad is held in position on the foot by 
the hose and shoe of the user. 
From the foregoing it is apparent that I have provided 

a very economical form of surgical pad provided with 
a digit loop offset from the plane of the pad so as to 
evenly and smoothly circumscribe a digit withoutbuckling 
or wrinkling; and also that I have provided a highly 
economical and facile method of making such a pad. 

It will be understood that modifications and variations 
may be effected without departing from the scope of the 
novel concepts of the present invention as defined by the 
claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A surgical pad for attachment to the human body 

made from a blank of material comprising a body portion 
having a notch therein, a goose-neckportion extending 
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4. 
outwardly and laterally from said notch, and a head 
on the free end of said goose-neck having a contour 
complemental to said notch, wherein the turning of the 
head a full revolution with respect to said body portion 
and inserting it and securing it to the edges of said notch 
fashions the neck portion into a digit loop upstanding 
from the plane of the body portion. 

2. A blank for a surgical pad having a digit loop, com 
prising a body portion having a notch therein, a goose 
neck projecting from one side of said notch, and a ter 
minal end on said goose neck having a contour com 
plemental to that of said notch. 

3. A blank for a surgical pad having a digit loop, 
comprising a body portion having a notch therein, a 
goose neck projecting outwardly from one side of said 
notch and then laterally away from: said notch, and a 
terminal end on said goose neck having a contour com 
plemental to said notch. 

4. A blank for a surgical pad having a digit loop, com 
prising a body portion having a notch therein, a goose 
neck projecting outwardly from one side of said notch 
and then laterally away from said notch, and a terminal 
end on said goose neck having a contour complemental 
to said notch, said notch being so located that the goose. 
neck projects outwardly to one side of the median line 
of the body portion. 

5. The method of making a surgical pad having an 
upstanding digit loop thereon, including the steps of 
cutting a blank having a body portion with a notch 
therein and a goose neck extending from one side of - 
the notch and terminating in a free end having a contour 
complemental to the notch, then rotating the free end 
of the goose neck a full revolution back to the notch 
to twist the goose neck into an upstanding loop, and 
securing the edges of said free end to the corresponding 
edges of the notch. . 

6. The method of making a surgical pad having an 
upstanding digit loop thereon, including the steps of 
cutting a blank having a body portion with a notch 
therein and a goose neck extending from one side of 
the notch and terminating in a free end having a contour 
complemental to the notch, said goose neck being to one 
side of the median line of the body portion, turning 
either side of the blank uppermost depending upon 
whether a left or right pad is desired, turning the free 
end of the goose neck a full revolution to twist the goose 
neck into an upstanding digit loop, and securing the edge 
of the free end to the corresponding edge of the notch. 
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