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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CAR. L. L. SCHWARTZ, OF ST. LOUIS, VISS O UR, . 

CAR-BRAKE-BEANT SAFETY-CHAIN HOLDER. 

96,220. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CARL L. SCHWARTZ, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Car-Brake-Beam Safety-Chain Holders, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates particularly to the 

holder or clip usually combined with a 
wheel or finger-guard, for the attachment 
to an outside hung car brake-beam, (or 
when the latter is suspended from the car 
body independently of the truck) of the 
safety-chain, which in the case of breakage 
of one of the brake-hangers prevents the 
brake-beam from falling to the track, and 
my invention has for its object to facilitate 
access to the fastenings of the holder for 
disconnecting it and the chain from the 
brake-beam when in service. 

It consists in features of novelty as here 
inafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawing form 
ing part of this specification, whereon, 

Figure 1, is a top plan view of my lim 
proved safety-chain holder and combined 
finger-guard as applied to the end portion 
of a car I-shaped brake-beam E. 
away), and corresponding view of the 
brake-block and shoe in engagement with 
the wheel (broken away) adjacent thereto; 
Fig. 2, a cross Section through the brake 
beam on line 2, 2, in Fig. 1, showing the 
holder and combined parts in side elevation, 
and Fig. 3, a view of the end of the safety 
chain holder as seen from the outside of the 
brake-beam. 

Like letters and numerals of reference 
denote like parts in all the figures. 

a represents one end portion of a car 
brake-beam preferably made of rolled iron 
I-shaped in cross section, and having its web 
1 arranged horizontally, b is the brake-block 
with its appendages which is fixed to the 
brake-beam a for engagement with the cor 
responding wheel 6 and suspended from the 
truck frame or car body (as the case may 
be) by the brake-hanger d, all the said parts 
being of the ordinary well-known construc 
tion. 

e is the safety-chain (broken away) which 
in the present case is assumed to be suspend 
ed at its upper end from the car body (not 
shown) and its bottom link 2 connected to 
my improved holder which is fixed to the 
brake-beam a as hereinafter more particu 
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larly described and consists of a preferably 
circular (or otherwise shaped) bar or rod 
which is arranged longitudinally and pref 
erably horizontally across the brake-beam a 
at the top, the bar f having a suitable dis 
tance from each end, a bend or crook 3 
which in the assembled position of the bar f 
is upwardly directed, preferably above the 
web 1 and between the upper inner and 
Outer flanges (or equivalent members) 4, 4', 
respectively, of the brake-beam a, the 
straight part 3 of the bar f between the 
inner end thereof and the bend 3 being passed freely through a correspondingly 
shaped opening 5 formed therefor horizon 
tally through the inner flange or member 4, 
and preferably adapted beyond the latter 
to form the finger-guard for preventing ex 
cessive longitudinal play of the brake-beam 
a in the usual well-known manner, the 
straight part 3° of the bar f between its 
other end and the bend 3 having a dia 
metrically reduced and screw-threaded end 
portion 6 which is passed through and be 
yond a corresponding opening 5 formed 
therefor horizontally through the outer 
flange or member 4 of the beam a until the 
shoulder 6 formed by the reduced portion 
6 with the straight part 3° of the bar f is 
stopped by the inner face of the flange or 
member 4, in which position the bar f with 
its bend 3 upward as before mentioned, is 
securely fixed to the brake-beam a by a nut 
7 which being turned on the screw-threaded 
portion 6 from the outside of the beam a 
into engagement with the outer face of the 
flange 4 tightens the shoulder 6 against 
the inner face of the flange 4 and thereby 
clamps the bar or holder f to the brake-beam 
a, the nut 7 being preferably combined with 
a cotter or pin 7 through the screw-thread 
ed portion 6 thereat. 

It is here noted that if desired the straight 
part 3 of the holder forming the finger 
guard beyond the inner side of the beam a 
may be eliminated or shortened and a sepa 
rate finger-guard used independent of the 
holder f without departure from the prin 
ciple of my invention. 

For connecting the safety-chain e to the 
brake-beam a by my improved holder, the 
bar f is initially inserted either at the end 
of its straight part 3 through the opening 
5 from the inner face of the flange 4, or at 
the end of its straight part 3 through the 
same opening from the Outer face of the 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

LO 

  



O 

15 

20 

& 

flange 4 of the beati ti, and the bottoin link 2 
then passed on to the bar f accordingly and 
into engagement with its bend 3, when the 
screw-threaded portion 6 is finally passed 
through the opening 5 of the outer flange 4 
and the bar if secured to the latter by the 
nut 7 as before stated; and conversely, for 
disconnecting the link 2 from the holder, the 
nut 7 is first removed and the screw-thread 
ed portion 6 withdrawn inward from the 
opening 5 sufficiently clear of the flange 4 
for removing the link 2 from the bar f. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent is:- 
1. A car brake-beam safety-chain holder, 

consisting of a bar arranged longitudinally 
across the said beam and having a bend in 
termediate to its ends, the said bend being 
adapted for engagement by the Said chain, 
a bearing in the said beam for the bar be 

976,320 

tween each end thereof and the said bend, 
and means for removably fixing the bar to 
the said beam from the outer side thereof. 

2. A car brake-beam safety-chain holder, 
consisting of a bar arranged longitudinally 
across the said beam and having a bend in 
termediate to its ends, the said bend being 
adapted for engagement by the said chain, 
and the said bar in one direction from the 
said bend being adapted to form a finger 
guard for the said beam, a bearing in the 
said beam for the bar between each end 
thereof and the said bend, and means for re 
movably fixing the bar to the said beam 
from the outer side thereof. 

CARL L. SCHWARTZ 
Witnesses: 

HAL C. BELLVILLE, 
C. T. WESTLAKE. 
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