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1 Claim. (C. 45-129) 

This invention relates to easels, and more particularly 
to easels of foldable construction on which a drawing 
board may be adjusted to various angular positions suit 
able to conditions of lighting and terrain. 
One of the principal objects of the present invention 

is to provide an improved combination of a drawing board 
with facilities for carrying essential artist's supplies, such 
as a palette, drawing paper or canvas and detached easel 
legs, which board may be attached to various types of 
folding easels and transported therewith from place to 
place at the convenience of an artist, without detaching 
the drawing board from the easel. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a com 
bined drawing board and portfolio for the purpose men 
tioned of simple and inexpensive construction, and easily 
attachable to an easel. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a combination easel, having removable legs, drawing board 
and portfolio in which the portfolio is adapted to carry all 
essential artist's supplies, including the easel legs. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide an 

improved foldable easel of simple, efficient and inexpen 
sive construction with which a drawing board attached 
thereto may be adjusted to various angles in frontal and 
sidewise directions. 

Further objects and advantages of this invention will be 
apparent from the following specification and reference to 
the accompanying drawings forming a part thereof, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of one embodiment of my inven 
tion, showing the easel assembled and with the drawing 
board angularly adjusted to a working position; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section similar to Fig. 2, but showing 
the combination unit in transporting conditions, with the 
legs removed from the easel; 

Fig. 4 is a rear view of the combined unit as shown in 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 is a section taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 4. 
Referring to the drawings in which like numerals desig 

nate like parts in the several views, the combined drawing 
board and portfolio comprises a rectangular frame 10 
which is closed at one end 12 and open at its other end 
14, as more clearly shown in Fig. 6. A drawing board 
16 is secured to one face of the frame by Screws 18, or 
other suitable means, and a cover 20 is secured to the 
opposite face of the frame also by screws 18 or other 
suitable means. The drawing board 16 may be made of 
plywood or other suitable material, whereas the cover is 
preferably made of waterproof, flexible material, such, 
for example, as that used for convertible automobile tops, 
although various other materials such as plywood can be 
used if desired. This construction forms a narrow space 
22 between the back of the drawing board 16 and the 
cover 20, and within the inner walls of the frame 10. 
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The space 22 is closed at one end as shown at 12 and 
open at its opposite end 14. A flap 24, which also may 
be made of flexible material, is secured at one end by 
tacks 26 or other suitable fastening means to the back 
of the drawing board 16. This flap lies between the side 
members of the frame 10 and is of sufficient length to 
enclose the open end 14 of the space 22 and to provide 
an overlapping portion having snap fasteners 28 for de 
tachably securing the flap to the cover or wall 20. The 
structure described forms a portfolio suitable for carrying 
a palette, drawing papers, canvas and paintings, and af 
fords protection to such supplies. Attached to the back 
of cover 20 are two pockets 30 which also may be made of 
flexible material and sewed at 32 to the cover 20. These 
pockets are designed to carry paintbrushes, detached easel 
legs and other loose articles. 
The portfolio is provided with a holder 34 which pref 

erably has a lower clamp or rest 36 and a cooperating 
upper clamp 49 which is slidable along the slot 38 in the 
holder to secure the portfolio and its drawing board sur 
face in place. A bolt 42 extends through the slot 38 and 
has a head 46 and a wing nut 48 which serve to secure 
the clamp in any adjusted position for gripping the port 
folio. 
The rear of the holder 34 is provided with a pair of 

spaced brackets 50 by which the portfolio and holder may 
be pivotally mounted in various adjusted positions to in 
sure proper lighting and convenient location of the draw. 
ing board Surface. The mounting means illustrated in 
clude a base member 54 formed with recesses 56 into 
which legs may be inserted by a screw connection or with 
a force fit to provide a suitable support for the easel. 
The upper portion of the base member 54 is formed with 
a shoulder to present an upper flat surface 70 and a lower 
flat surface 78 designed to cooperate with the oppositely 
beveled surfaces 72 of a connecting member 60. A bolt 
66 extends through the upwardly projecting portion of 
the shouldered base 54 and the downwardly projecting 
portion of connecting member 60 to permit tilting of 
the drawing board sideways about the bolt from one limit 
ing position to another as determined by the angular in 
clination of the surfaces 78. A wing nut 68 on the bolt 
66 serves to hold the connecting member 60, holder 34 
and drawing board in any laterally tilted position to which 
they may be adjusted. 

In a similar manner the upper portion of the connecting 
member 60 is formed with inclined surfaces 76 for en 
gagement with the lower surface of the holder 34 to limit 
tilting movement of the drawing board about a bolt 62 
which passes through the connecting member and the 
spaced brackets 50 on the holder. A wing nut 64 serves 
to secure the drawing board in any tilted position to 
which it may be moved. The bolts 62 and 66 are posi 
tioned at right angles to each other and therefore afford 
universal movement of the drawing board within the 
limits permitted by the angular surfaces 76 and 78 on 
the connecting member which respectively engage the 
lower surface of holder 34 and the surfaces 70 and 72 of 
the base member 54 as stop means. 
The portfolio assembly and easel support thus pro 

vided are readily demountable for ease in transportation 
and reassembly. A handle 52 is carried by the portfolio 
and as shown is preferably located on or near the rear 
wardly projecting brackets 50 on the holder 34. The 
legs 58 are detachable from the base member 54 and 
these as well as brushes, paints and other equipment may 
be conveniently stored in pockets 30 for carrying the dis 
assembled easel. 
When the site is reached for painting or sketching the 

legs are attached to the base 54 and the drawing board 
is tilted to the desired position for proper lighting and 
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convenience. The thumb nuts 64 and 68 are tightened 
in place to secure the portfolio in place with the drawing 
board at the proper angle. The drawing board itself is 
secured in place on the holder 34 by means of the clamps 
36 and 40. If a sketch or drawing is only partly finished 
it may be removed and placed in the portfolio Space 22 
and another sheet or canvas can be applied to the drawing 
board. In the alternative, a different drawing board of 
conventional or portfolio type can be substituted on the 
holder by release and readjustment of the ciamp 4 on 
the holder 34. Thus, the assembly is capable of the 
greatest flexibility in use and a small drawing board can 
be slipped within a larger portfolio carrier and substi 
tuted on the holder to complete an unfinished work or 
to produce a new drawing or painting. 

Figs. 1 and 2 show the combination drawing board, 
portfolio and easel set up for wouk, and it will be readily 
seen that the drawing surface can be angularly adjusted 
in a frontal or a sidewise direction, and also that the 
board is shown at its limit of adjustment forwardly. 
However, it can be adjusted rearwardly to a reverse angle 
corresponding to that shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the 
board may also be clamped in a level position, if desired. 
Removable legs of different lengths may be furnished as 
desired by users. 
Various changes may be made in the detailed con 

struction of my combination drawing, portfolio and easel 
within the spirit and scope of my invention and it should 
be understood that the embodiment of my invention 
shown and described is intended to be illustrative only 
and not limited to such details of construction. 

claim: 
An easel comprising a drawing board support formed 

with an elongated slot adjacent the upper end thereof 
and having an outwardly projecting portion adjacent the 
lower end of Said Support, a clamp member secured to 
said Support adjacent said slot and adjustable along the 
length of said slot to retain a drawing board between 
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4. 
said outwardly projecting portion and said clamp, a pair 
of spaced parallel flanges projecting rearwardly from 
said support, a connecting member pivotally secured to 
said flanges to permit forward and rearward tilting of 
said drawing board Support, said connecting member being 
formed with a pair of upwardly converging surfaces meet 
ing in a line extending transversely of said support and 
engageable with said support whereby said surfaces pro 
vide abutments to limit the forward and rearward tilting 
movement of Said support, means for securing said sup 
port to said connecting member in a desired position, a 
base member pivotally secured to said connecting mem 
ber to permit sideward tilting of said drawing board sup 
port, said connecting member having a pair of down 
Wardly converging surfaces meeting in a line extending 
axially of said support and engageable with said base 
member whereby said surfaces provide abutments to limit 
the sideward travel of said Support, means for securing 
said connecting member to said base member in a de 
sired position, said base member being provided with 
a plurality of downwardly opening inclined recesses, and 
a plurality of removable legs engageable with said re 
cesses to maintain the easel in an upright position. 
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