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(57) Abstract: There is shown in three embodiments a pill blister pack container for holding a pill blister pack. The container having
a first portion highedly attached to a second portion. The first portion being sized to tit within the second portion when the container
is closed. Both the first and second portions have defined side walls and a front wall. In addition, the first portion includes flanges in
the side walls that engage apertures in the second portion to lock the two portions. Furthermore, at least one support post extends
between the two portions.
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A FLIP CONTAINER FOR BLISTER CARD MEDICATION HOLDERS

Cross Reference to Related Applications

S o

(4} The present invention is an international application based on US Application
13/666,007 filed November 1, 2012, which is the nonprovisional application of US Application
Serial Number 61/555,059 filed November 3, 2011, the contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference.

Field of the Invention

[2] The present invention relates to various medicine or pill containers.

Backeround of the Invention

i3] There are various pill dispensers available in the marketplace and the need to provide
improvements and different types exist as well. There is thus disclosed herein one or more

embodiments directed to holding pilis and/or pill blister packs.

Summary of the Invention

[4] in one embodiment of the present invention there is provided a flip pill blister holder
container. The number of blister packs each container holds may be different and may depend
on the internal volume of each container. in summary, the container is defined by a two piece
housing divided simply as a first portion highedly attached about a first edge to a second
portion. The first portion includes a base and a first front wall distal to the first edge and

extending away from the base. The first portion further includes a pair of first side walls also
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extending away from the base but further being separately positionad between the first edge
and the first front wall. Each first side wall having a flange extending from the base. The
second portion includes a top and a second front wall distal to the first edge and extending
away from the top. The second portion further includes a pair of second side walls extending
away from the top and separately positioned between the first edge and the second front wall.
Each second side wall further has an aperture configured to receive and secure one of the
flanges when the container is in a closed position. And wherein the first portion has an outer
parameter smaller than an inner parameter defined by the second portion, such that when the
container is in the closed position, a portion of the first portion fits between a portion of the
second portion. Moreover, at least one support post extends between the top and the base,
such that each of the at least on support post is sized to receive the at least one opening
defined by the pill blister pack.

51 In other aspects of the embodiment, a channel is configured to extend from outside
edges on the first edge and around a portion of the top containing the at least one support
posts to define within the channel a support member portion. Each of the support posts is a
two plece interiocking support member having a first plece extending from the base towards &
second piece that extends from the top towards the first piece. Therefore, when the container
is in the closed configuration, the interlocking means secures the two pieces together such that
when the container is re-opened the interlocking support member maintains a secure
engagement between the first and second piece interlocking support posts at the same time

the top is capable of moving to an opened position.
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{8} Numerous other advantages and features of the invention will become readily apparent

from the following detailed description of the invention and the embodiments thereof, from

the claims, and from the accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

{73 A fuller understanding of the foregoing may be had by reference to the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

8} FiG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment in accordance with the present
invention Hlustrating the container is an opened configuration;

{587 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a container in a closed configuration;

{181 FiG. 3 is a perspective view of a cross section of the container in a closed configuration;
and

{11} FiG. 4is a perspective view of a container in a closed configuration.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[82] While the invention is susceptible to embodiments in many different forms, there are
shown in the drawings and will be described in detail herein the preferred embodiments of the
present invention. It should be understood, however, that the present disclosure is to be
considered an exemplification of the principles of the invention and is not intended to limit the
spirit or scope of the invention of the embodiments ilustrated.

{13] Referring now to Figures 1 - 4, there is shown in a first embodiment a flip closure pill

blister holder container 100. The container 100 includes a bottom portion 105 and a fop
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portion 110 hinged about adjacent edges 115, The hinge ¢an be 3 living hinge 117 formed inlo
the container or a separate means for hinging the two together.

[84] The bottom portion 105 includes a base 120 with a pair of bottom side walls 125 and a
bottom front wall 130, The bottom front wall 130 extends away from the base 120 and is distal
to the adjacent edges 115, The pair of bottom side walls 125 extend away from the base 120
and are positioned between the adjacent edges 115 and the bottom front wall 130. A notch 135
is positioned in each bottom side wall 125. In one embodiment the notch 135 is positioned
towards the bottom front wall 130. The notch 135 defines notch edges 137 in the bottom side
wall 125, Positioned in each notch 135 is a resilient flange 140, The Hlange 140 includes 3
lower portion 142 connected to a portion of the bottom side wall 125 and an upper portion
144, The upper portion 144 may be slightly thicker then the lower portion 142 defining an
intermediate flange edge 148. The flange 140 may also include a tab region 146, The Hange
140 is resilient at least about the lower portion 142 to permit the flange {0 be pressed inwardly
as discussed further below and to allow it to form back to an original position.

{151 The top portion 110 includes a top 160 with a pair of top side walls 165 and a top front
wall 170. The top front wall 170 extends away from the top 160 and is distal to the adjacent
edges 115, The pair of top side walls 165 extend away from the top 160 and are positioned
between the adjacent edges 115 and the top front wall 170, Each top side wall 165 includes an
aperture 175 positioned and sized to receive one of the flange 140, The aperture 175 includes
an intermediate aperture edge 177 configured to engage the intermediate flange edge 148,
{18] In addition, the bottom portion has an outer diameter smaller then the top portion,

such that when the container 100 is in a closed position, shown in Figure 2, the bottom side
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walls fits between the top side walls. As illustrated in the closed position, the flanges 140
position in the apertures 175 such that the intermediate flange edge 148 engages the
intermediate aperture edge 177, locking or securing the container 100 in the closed position.
To open, the flanges are pressed inwardly until the intermediate flange edge 148 disengages
the intermediate aperture sdge 177. The top front wall 170 may also include a centered
portion 172 curved towards the top to provide access to the bottom portion when the flanges
are pressed inwardly, thereby allowing the top portion to be pulled away from the bottom
portion.

{171 Continuing to refer to Figure 1 and also now to Figure 3, the container 100 may include
at least one support member 150 extending between the top and bottom portions. The at least
one support member 150 is configured to hold a blister pack or blister card. Typically the
biister pack or card will having uniform openings allowing the blister pack or card to be slipped
onto the support member 150. The support members 150 can be a single member or they can
be a two plece support 150" and 1507, each piece of the support can extend away from either
the top or bottom towards the other portion. In this example, each piece of the support is
configured to meet the corresponding support piece. The two piece support may be a
male/ffemale interlocking support member with the male member having a split edge 180 with
outwardly extending ribs 182 configured to engage inwardly extending ribs 184 in the female
interlocking support member.  The split edge 180 creates muitiple outwardly extending

segments that can be squeezed and positioned into the female interlocking support member.
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{18} Once the blister packs are loaded onto the support members 150 and the container is
closed, the multi-plece support members interlock and can be maintained in a secure closed
position, even when the container is moved back to the open position.

[19] As further provided in Figure 4, the top portion 110 includes a support member portion
180 around the support member 150, The support member portion 190 includes a channel 192
extending from the adjacent edges 117 and moving to surround and separate the support
member portion 190. When the support members 150 are interlocked, the support member
portion 190 will be held in place while the rest of the top portion 110 will open about the
channel 192 via outside adjacent edges 117" positioned on the cutside of the channel 192,
During this process the support member portion 190 stays hinged to the bottom portion.

(287 From the foregoing and as mentioned above, it is observed that numerous variations
and modifications may be effected without departing from the spirit and scope of the novel
concept of the invention. It is to be understood that no limitation with respect to the
embodiments illustrated herein is intended or should be inferred. It is intended to cover, by

the appended drawings provided, all such modifications within the scope of the invention.
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We Claim;
1. A pill blister pack container for holding a pill blister pack, the pill blister pack having at
least one opening, the container comprising:

a bottom portion highedly attached {0 a top portion about a first edge;

the bottom portion includes a base and a bottom front wall distal to the first edge and
extending away from the base, the bottom portion further includes a pair of bottom side walls
extending away from the base and separately positioned between the first edge and the
bottom front wall;

a flange extending from the base and being positioned within a portion of each side
wall;

the top portion includes a top and a top front wall distal to the first edge and extending
away from the top, the top portion further includes a pair of top side walls extending away
from the top and separately positioned between the first edge and the top front wall, and each
top side wall having an aperture defined therein and being positioned to receive a flange when
the container is in a closed position;

wherein the bottom portion has an outer parameter smaller than an inner parameter
defined by the top portion, such that when the container is in the closed position, the bottom
side walls fit between the top side walls; and

at least one support post extending between the top and base, each of the at least on

support post being sized to receive the at least one opening defined by the pill blister pack.
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2. The container of Claim 1, wherein the top front wall further includes a centered portion
curved towards the top to provide access to the bottom portion when the container is in the

closed position,

3. The container of Claim 1, further comprising a channel extending from outside edges on
the first edge and around a portion of the top containing the at least one support posts to
define within the channel a support member portion; and

wherein each of the support posts is a two piece interlocking support member, the
interliocking support member having a first piece extending from the base towards a second
piece that extends from the top towards the first piece, the two plece interlocking support
member having a means to interlock the two pleces together, and

wherein when the container is in the closed configuration, the interlocking means
secures the two pieces together such that when the container is re-opened the interlocking
support member maintains a secure engagement between the first and second piece

interlocking support posts at the same time the top is capable of moving to an opened position.

4, The container of Claim 1, wherein the resilient flange Is positioned within a notch

defined in the side wall.
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5 The container of Claim 4, wherein the flange includes a lower portion connected to &
portion of the bottom side wall and an upper portion, the upper portion being thicker then the

tower portion to define an intermediate flange edge between the upper and lower portion.

&, The container of Claim 5, wherein each aperture being further configured to include an
intermediate aperture sdge for engagement with the intermediate flange edge when the

container is in a closed configuration,

7. The container of Claim 6, wherein the flange is made from a resilient material
configured to permit the upper portion to be forced inwardly such that when the force is

removed the Hange has a tendency to return to an original configuration.

8, A pill blister pack container for holding a pill blister pack, the pill blister pack having at
least one opening, the container comprising:

a housing defined into a first portion highedly attached about a first edge to a second
portion;

the first portion includes a base and a first front wall distal to the first edge and
extending away from the base, the first portion further includes a pair of first side walls
extending away from the base and separately positioned between the first edge and the first
front wall, each first side wall having a flange extending from the base;

the second portion includes a top and a second front wall distal to the first edge and

extending away from the top, the second portion further includes a pair of second side walls
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extending away from the top and separately positioned between the first edge and the second
front wall, and each second side wall having an aperture configured to receive and secure one
of flanges when the container is in a closed position;

wherein the first portion has an outer parameter smaller than an inner parameter
defined by the second portion, such that when the container is in the closed position, a section
of the first portion fits between a section of the second portion; and

at least one support post extending between the top and the base, each of the at least

on support post being sized to receive the at least one opening defined by the pill blister pack.

g, The container of Claim 8, wherein the second front wall further includes a centered
portion curved fowards the top to provide access to the first portion when the container is in

tha closed position,

10, The container of Claim 8, further comprising a channe! extending from outside edges on
the edge and around a portion of the top containing the at least one support posts to define
within the channel a support member portion; and

wherein each of the support posts is a two piece interlocking support member, the
interlocking support member having a first piece extending from the base towards a second
piece that extends from the top towards the first piece, the two piece interlocking support
member having a2 means to interlock the two pleces together, and

wherein when the container is in the closed configuration, the interlocking means

secures the two pleces together such that when the container is re-opened the interlocking

10
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support member maintains 2 secure engagement between the first and second piece

interlocking support posts at the same time the top is capable of moving to an opened position.

11 The container of Claim 8, wherein the flange includes a lower portion connected to a

portion of the bottom side wall and an upper portion, the upper portion being thicker then the

lower portion to define an intermediate flange edge between the upper and lower portion.

11
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