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5 Claims. 

The present invention relates to improvements 
in a casket latch or the like, 
An object of the invention is to provide a burial 

casket with simple, inexpensive, and effective 
means for sealing the lid or lids in air-tight 
relationship with the body of the casket. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

novel and effective means, simple and easily oper 
ative in character, for clamping the lid or lid Sec 
tions in tightly sealed position upon the body 
of the casket at various locations about the rim 
portion thereof, so that the impossibility of 
leakage of air, water, or other foreign materials 
into the casket is definitely assured. 
Another object of the invention is to provide in 

a sealed burial casket, means for preventing leak 
age of air, Water or other foreign substances past 
the lid clamping devices of the casket. 
The foregoing and other objects are attained 

by the means described herein and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a half couch 
type of burial casket embodying the improve 
ments of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmental cross-Sec 
tional view taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 
on line 3-3 of Fig. 1, the lid being shown in a 
slightly elevated position. 

Fig. 4 is an elevational view of a latching de 
vice, taken upon line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view on an enlarged scale, 
showing a keeper for the latch of Figs. 3 and 4. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmental elevational view on a 
slightly enlarged scale, taken on line 6-6 of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmental detail view showing in 
perspective the manner of sealing a lid section 
relative to the body of the casket. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmental perspective view showing 
a second lid section adapted to cooperate with 
the lid section of Fig. 7, in Sealing the casket at 
the parting line of the lid sections. 
The principal parts of the burial casket are 

illustrated by Fig. 1, wherein 2 indicates the 
body of the casket, the bottom of which is indi 
cated at 3. As is usual, the body comprises a 
front wall 4, a rear wall 5, and end walls 6 
6, the casket being Substantially rectangular 

of configuration. The upper portion of the casket 
body is bounded by a peripheral hollow rim , 
and within said rim is housed a series of fastening 
devices adapted for clamping the lid sections 8 
and 9 onto the body portion f2. Although the 
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device illustrated herein is a casket of the half 55 

2 
couch type, it will be understood that the in 
vention to be disclosed will apply as well to a 
full couch type of casket. For convenience of 
explanation, the lid section 9 may be regarded 
as the head section, whereas part 8 may be 
considered the foot section of the bi-part lid. 
Head section 9 is provided with a hollow rim 
28 extending about the front, rear, and end 
thereof, and a similar rim 2 is associated with 
the foot section 8. The lid sections may be 
furnished with any suitable form of cap panel, 
as is usual in the construction of burial caskets. 
As may best be understood by referring to 

Fig. 7, the upper hollow rim 7 of the casket 
body, and which extends continuously about 
the sides and ends thereof, is adapted to support 
a circumferential sealing element 22, upon 
which the lid sections may bear in providing a 
seal circumferentially about the casket rim. 
The Sealing element may be in the form of a 
tube or cylinder fabricated of live rubber or any 
Suitable rubber-like material characterized by its 
ability to yield and deform to a partially flattened 
condition when compressed between the rim of 
the body and the rim of the lid section. The 
Sealing element normally will be substantially 
circular in cross Section, and will preferably, 
though not necessarily, be of hollow tube for 
mation. The upper face 23 of rim is depressed 
to form a continuous groove or seat 24 circum 
ferentially of the rim, to accommodate the seal 
ing element 22. Thus it will be understood that 
grooves or seats such as 24 are formed in the 
front, rear, and end sections of rim , which 
extends all around the casket body. It may be 
noted that the groove or seat 24 is arcuate, 
and formed on a radius which is larger than the 
radius of the sealing element. By forming the 
grooves or seats with a radius larger than the 
radius of the sealing element, provision is made 
for compressing and flattening the sealing ele 
ment between the lower surface 25 of the lid 
rim 2 and the groove or seat 24, without dis 
placing the sealing element outside the limits 
of the groove or seat when the lid Sections are 
clamped tightly onto the body of the casket. 
This construction assures; also substantial uni 
formity in the spreading of the sealing element. 
When the casket is closed. The Sealing element 
preferably will be cemented or otherwise fixed 
to its seat in the body rin , so that it may 
not be displaced as the lid Sections are elevated 
and lowered in advance of final closing of the 
casket. . . 

The foregoing description will be understood 
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as applying quite simply to a casket of the full 
couch type, or one which embodies a full length 
lid. By means of the sealing structure described, 
a full length lid may be lowered onto the casket 
body rim to effect a tight and Serviceable Seal 
precluding passage of air, water or other foreign 
substance at the joint." As is usual, the lid is 
hinged to the casket body as indicated at 2, the: 
hinge having leaves 28 and 29 welded or other 
wise fixedly secured within the confines of the il.0 
lid rim and the body rim, respectively (Fig.2). 
As will be noted by referring to Fig. 2, the rim.” 
portions of the lid flatly contact: the rim portions 
of the body, while the sealing element:22, yields to 
deformation or partial flattering: as... theislid is: 5. 
tightly closed. It is highly desirable that the 
metal to metal contact be achieved as illustrated. 
by Fig. 2, in order that the sealing element may 
be fully protected against puncture or attack by 
the elements of the earth, or by such elements as 20 
may exist withinsai vault, that might encase; the 
casket.: Moreover,...the metal...to; naetal contact, 
assures maximum strength and rigidity for the 
entire asserably when...closed and: Sealed. . . . . 
The lid iim may be furnished interiorly of the 25. 

wise. The...inner edge of: pad: 4::may abut, the: lidis with a peripheral inner flange.:3, the pre 
pose of which is to support and maintain. in 
place the usual casket lining...materials for the 
lid. Similarly the body rim inqay be provided: 
with a depending flange:3 to support the usual, 30. 
lining material for the casketbody...i. - 

In the cases of the half couch type of easket, 
wherein: a plurality of lid-sections: is: utilized, it 
is...necessary to effect, an auxiliary seal: at the 
parting line of the lid; sections, it being under 
stood that the lid sections are: Separately: now 
able: about their respective: hinge: points...The 
manner of providing the auxiliary:Sealingnaeans, 
is clearly illustrated by: Figs:7 and 8. Referring: 
to Fig. 7, it may be noted that; the lidsection: 8 40 
has a vertical end wall 32 adapted to meet the 
end wall:33 of lid:section:f 9 when the casket 
is fully: closed as illustrated by Fig. 1, wherein. 
the line of parting of theidsections is indicated. 
at:34. From the solid wall:32 of lid section 8.45 
there is extended horizontally toward...the other: 
lidisection, if 9...a metallic:ledge:35:which spans the 
lid: Section for a curve. Or archifroi is a point 
36 where: the ledge meets: the casketirind, to 
a similar point at the oppositeside of the casket, 50. 
A downwardly extended flange 37 may beformed: 
integrally with the ledge to afford the necessary. 
rigidity and strength;to withstand the force, with: 
which a transverse; sealing element. 38.is com: 
pressed when the lids are closed onto the casket: 5 
body... The sealing element:38 may be precisely: 
the same as that indicated at 22, and will rest. 
withina, transverse groove or seat 39 formed in 
SLibStartially the Same"manner" as the "groove; or 
seat 24, to accommodate, the sealing element 38: 60. 
in its; compressed or partially flattened, condis. 
tion, as well as in its normal cylindrical form: 
That is to say: the groove, or seat:39 is formed 
on a radius greater than the radius of the seal ingelement:38. . . . . - 
At the terminal:endi of the ledge, adjacent to 

the meeting line. 36, a...foot 40 is fixedithereto. 
and extended ihorizontally outwardly to overlie. 
and substantiallyispan.the-rim; surface 23. The 
foot-maybe in the form of a thin plate-covered 70. 
with a thin rubber pad:4 upon which rests: the 
terminat end 42 of the sealing: element,38. The: 
foot overlies: the sealing...elementi 22, and will 
flatly contact the body rim 23 when forced 

merely prevents disassociation of le. 
from the flattened area of the shaft. 

4. 
rim 23 incident to closing of the lid section 8, 
it compresses the sealing element 22 and forms 
a close joint therewith. Thereafter, as the other 
lid section 9 is swung to the closed position, its 

5 rins will bear upon and distort the sealing ele 
ment 22, while at the same time the transverse 
sealing element, 38 will.be-contacted by seat or 
recess. 3, and distorted athereby to a partially 
flattened condition for completing the seal along 
tledge 35 and the terminal ends of sealing ele 
ment, 38. Recess 3 spans the lid section 9 on 
a curve which corresponds to the curvature of 
the ledge: 35, so that the metallic surface of 43 
Will rest; upon the metallic ledge surface 35, while 
at the same time the seal is effected along the 
full length of sealing element 38. As will be 
understood, a foot-piece similar to 40 will be 
provided on the opposite end of ledge 35, at the 
rear; wall of the casket body. The foot pieces 40 
may be integral with ledge member 35, or they 
may be in the forms of thin metal plates welded 
or soldered thereto at the terminal ends, as in: 
dicated at. 36. Where the foot-pieces: meet:the 
end wall 32 of the lid, as along the line. 37, a. 
tight joint is effected by 'solder; a weld, or other: 

end wall 32 at 37, and the opposite edge at::: 
may slightly overhang the: foot, as: shown. At. 
the time of effecting the transverse: seal, lid sec 
tion 9 completes: also theiseai along; the cir 
cumferential sealing element; 22, resulting in a. 
waterproof: land: air-tight, joint all-around: the 
casket, body; rim...and: along the full length of 
the transverse parting joint: between the lid 
sections. The transverse: , sealing: element: 38 
yields and distorts' to stabstantially the same ex 
tent as does the circumferential sealing element. 
22 when the slid sections are rightly: closed upon: 
the casket body.: 

: In order to establish, and maintain the neces 
sary tight closure of the lids: upon- one another 
and upon the casket-body rim, there is provided a 
series of: latches about the ends" and the front of 
the casket rim. Each latch-device is character: 
ized:by a rotatable part.45 which may be trans 
Versely slotted...or otherwises formed to acconino, 
date; a Wrench, or other:tool for actuating: the 
latching device.: Part 45 is reduced in diameter to: 
furnish a shaft 46 to be rotatably received in a 
sleeve 47, which is exteriorly: threaded to accom 
modate a lock nut 48 whereby; the sleeve may be 
clamped within aniaperture: 49t, formed in the 
outer vertical face 56 of rim...T.: The part 45: 
of shaft. 46 willi preferably be accommodate 
within an annular recess 5 of sleeve-47; 
The inner end 52 of shaft 46 is reducedahd: 

threaded to receive a second nut. 53, the function 
cf which is to clamp onto the shaft: a latch plate: 
54 which, in its body portion:55, is angularly, aper 
tured as at 56 to snugly fit a flattered area 57 of 
the shaft. Thus, when the latch plate 54 is ap 
plied to the flattened area 5.7 of shaft:48, it will 
move with the shaft when the latteris rotated by: 
naeans of the took applied to the slot:58. Nut 53 

Referring to Fig.:4; it will be noted that the 
body: 55 of the:latch plate: includes an extending: 
arm.59 and a horn 60 which is generally arcuate. 
inform:... The...outer edge: St of the horia may be 
an: arc whose centerist at the: axis: of shaft. 46. 
The inner edge 62 of the horn, however, is formed: 
on an arc whose:center...is offset.from the axis of 
shaft. 46, so that various points along the length: 

down-upon it. When the foot descends upon the 78 of edge 62 will be progressively closer to the axis: 

phplate: 54 
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of the shaft, as the distance of such points in 
creases from the tip 63 of the horn. 
By referring to Fig. 3 it will be noted that a slot 

64 is provided in the rim T of the casket body 
directly above the horn of the latch plate, Said 
slot being adapted to permit passage therethrough 
of a keeper plate 65 which is fixed to the metal 
of rim 20 by welding or otherwise fastening the 
base 66 of the keeper plate thereto. The keeper 
plate extends substantially perpendicularly from 
the lower face 25 of the lid rim, and near its free 
end it is provided with an aperture 67 of proper 
size to receive the horn 60 of the latch plate. 
The distance of aperture 67 from the surface 25 
of the lid rim is so gauged that the tip of the 
horn will freely enter the aperture when the lid 
is casually closed upon the casket body. How 
ever, due to the progressively diminishing dis 
tance of all points on the inner edge 62 of the 
horn, from the axis of shaft 46, said edge 62 
exerts a camming action upon the strut 68 of the 
keeper, as the horn is projected progressively 
through aperture 67 by means of a screw driver or 
other tool used in rotating the exposed head of 
the latch shaft. By the time the horn is Sub 
stantially fully projected through the aperture 
of the keeper, the rim of the lid will be brought 
into flatwise contact with the rim of the casket 
body, and the sealing element 22 will be con 
pressed to the desired extent, as indicated upon 
Fig. 2, for completing the circumferential seal 
and also the transverse seal of the casket. 

In caskets of the half couch type illustrated, it 
will ordinarily suffice to furnish each lid section 
with two or three front latches, and a single end 
latch, all of the type illustrated and described 
above. In a full couch type of casket, the num 
ber of -latching devices along the front may be 
reduced to three, without impairing the sealing 
function. It will not ordinarily be necessary to 
furnish latching devices at the rear of the cas 
ket, since the hinge 27 will exert the necessary 
clamping force at that location. 
In order to prevent possible leakage of air, 

water, or other extraneous matter through the 
openings 64 and 49 and past the shafts of the 
latching devices, the following sealing means have 
been provided. Between the outer vertical face 
50 of the body rim 7 and the flange 70 of the 
sleeve 47 is inserted a ring or washer ill, of in 
pervious resilient material. As the nut 48 is 
drawn on the threaded portion of the sleeve 4, 
the resilient washer if is compressed between the 
flange 70 and the vertical face 50, thereby posi 
tively sealing the aperture 49 against entry of all 
foreign matter. For the effective Sealing against 
passage of air, water, and the like around the 
shaft 46, a resilient annular washer 12 is inserted 
between the head of the rotatable part 45 and the 
shaft 46, said washer preferably being elastic in 
order to dispose it upon the reduced diameter or 
neck T3, formed on the shaft immediately ad 
jacent the inner face of the head of part 45, as 
shown in Fig. 3. It is obvious that by drawing 
up the nut 53 on the threaded part 52 of the 
shaft, the washer 72 will be compressed within 
the annular recess 5, thereby effecting a posi 
tive seal against the entry of the aforementioned 
foreign matter around the shaft 46 and into the 
hollow rim f of the body. 

Likewise, the opening 64 is sealed with a re 
silient elongated washer, disposed circumferen 
tially of the keeper 65 and abutting the lower sur 
face 25 of the lid rim. The washer 74, having a 
perimeter greater than that of the opening 64, 

5 
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6 
will overlap the opening 64 sufficiently to effect a 
seal when the lid is closed and locked by means 
of the latching devices hereinbefore described. 
In Order to maintain the advantages of metal to 
metal contact between the body rim and the lid 
rim, as hereinbefore recited, the washer T4 is pref 
erably made of a thin resilient material so that 
when the casket is closed and latched the washer 
will not offer substantial resistance against said 
metal to metal contact. The metal forming the 
lid rim 20, being somewhat flexible and resilient, 
will yield to a degree sufficient to enable substan 
tially all the lower surfaces 25 of the lid rims 20 
and 2 to come in contact with the upper face 23 
of the body rim 2, thus maintaining the desired 
metal to metal contact circumferentially of the 
casket. Because of the force of resistance offered 
by the Sealing element against closing of the lid 

20 
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sections to home position, a substantial frictional 
engagement will occur between the horn of each 
latching device and its associated keeper, with the 
result that the latches will tend forever to remain 
tightly engaged and thereby prevent relaxation 
of the Sealing function once established and 
maintained by rotating the latch plates to the 
Operative holding position. 

It is to be understood that various modifica 
tions and changes in the structural details of the 
device may be made, within the scope of the ap 
pended claims, without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. As a new article of manufacture, a latch 

comprising a bored sleeve including a head having 
an enlarged recess concentric with the bore and 
forming a shoulder within the sleeve, screw 
threads on the sleeve adjacent to the head, a ro 
tatable shaft having a head of enlarged diameter 
disposed within the recess of the sleeve, and a 
shank rotatable in the sleeve bore, a resilient in 
pervious Washer Surrounding the shank and lo 
cated between the head of the shaft and the 
shoulder of the sleeve bore, a nut on the exterior 
threads of said sleeve, a resilient impervious 
Washer between the nut and the head of said 
sleeve, a latch plate mounted on the shaft at the 
end opposite the shaft head, said latch plate com 
prising a radial arm and a horn extending there 
from, the horn including a tip remote from the 
radial arm, a cam edge on the horn curved on a 
radius offset from the axis of the shaft to dispose 
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spaced points on the cam edge at progressively 
diminishing distances from the shaft axis in the 
direction of the radial arm, means for fixing the 
latch plate against rotation relative to the shaft, 
and means at the head of the shaft for accommo 
dating a shaft-rotating implement. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a latch 
comprising a bored sleeve including a head having 
an enlarged recess concentric with the bore and 
forming a shoulder within the sleeve, screw 
threads on the sleeve adjacent to the head, a ro 
tatable shaft having a head of enlarged diameter 
disposed within the recess of the sleeve, and a 
shank rotatable in the sleeve bore, a resilient im 
pervious Washer surrounding the shank and lo 
cated between the head of the shaft and the 
shoulder of the sleeve bore, a nut on the exterior 
threads of said sleeve, a latch plate mounted on 
the shaft at the end opposite the shaft head, said 
latch plate comprising a radial arm and a horn 
extending therefrom, the horn including a tip re 
mote from the radial arm, a can edge on the horn 
curved on a radius offset from the axis of the 
shaft to dispose spaced points on the cam edge at 



7 
progressively diniinishing idistances:from the 
shaft"axis in Ether:direction of the radial; aren, 
means for fixing the latch plate against rotation 
relative's to the shaft; and means: at the-head of 
theishaft for accommodaliraga, shaft-rotating 
implement. - - 

;3. As a new article: of manufacture, a "latch 
coraprising a bored sleeve includingahead hav 
iraganzenlarged recess concentric with the bore 
and forming a shoulder within: the sleeve, screw 
threads";on the sleeve adjacent to the head, a ro 
tatablesshaft having ahead of enlarged diameter 
disposed within the recess; of the:isleeve, sanid:a 
Shank; rotatable in the sleeve, bore; a resilient in 
pervicts washer surrounding theishank and :lo 
icated: between the headiofr the shaft and the 
Shoulder of the:sleeve bore; a nut on the exterior 
threads of said sleeve, a .resilient impervious 
Swasher: between: the nuts and the head of Said 
sleeve, a latch member non-rotatably mounted on 2n 
the shaft at the end opposite the shaft head; and 
means: at the head of the shaft for accommodat 
inga shaft-rotating implement. - 

4. As ria: new article offmanufacture, a latch 
mounted in: an aperture in a wall comprising a 
counterbored, flanged sleeve's exteriding:through 
the fiaperture, an impervious resilient : Washer, 
screw threadston;the sleeve adjacent the head;a, 
nut-ori;the threadsholding the sleeve in theaper 
trex with the washers, compressed between: the 
flange of the sleeve and the wall to effect a seal 
therebetween, a rotatable shaft; projecting 
through theibore...iof: the:sleeve, said shaft having 
at one endi thereof a headeexpesed exteriorly...of 
the wall, animpervious resilient, washer inserted 35 1,486,384 
in the counterbore of the sleeve...in advance of the 
head of the: shaft.'; and compressed thereby; to 
effectra:seal, between said head of the shaft and 
the-bore-of-the-sleeve; a "latchplate fixed to the 
shaft interiorly of the wall Said latch plate:com 
prisiagaradial-armkandia-horn extendings there 
from, the:horn including:a: tip remote from , the 
radial.aen, a cam: edge, on the horn curved onia. 
tradius.offset:from the axis-of-the-shaft-to-dispose 
spaced points son the.. came edge at:progressively 
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diminishing distances from the axis;of the shaft 
in the direction of the radial arm, the horn:being 
Coastructed to:engage faikeepersfors drawing the 
keeper" toward: the shaft, the lateh's forming i.a. 
liquid-tight closure fortheraperture. - - 
“5." As: a new; articlei of camanufacture, gas latch 
comprising a bored; sleeve including: an:enlarged 
head having an enlarged recess-concentric swith 
the bore and iforning: a shoulder-within ;the 
sleeve, a rotatable-shaft having a headgsoften 
larged diameter disposed within:the recess of the 
sleeve; and a Shank rotatable in the-sleevet bore, 
airesilient, imper yious washer:Surrounding the 
shank and located between the head of the shaft 
and the shoulder of the:sleeve-bore screw, threatis 
on the sleeve-adjacents the head, i.a.inution; the 
threads, an impervious: resilient--washers between 
thesnuti and the head of the sleeve; a latch mem. 
ber non-rotatably mounted on the shaft, at the 
end opposite: the shaft heads and means forsac 
commodating: a shaft rotating implement at the 
head of the shaft. - - 
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