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To all whom if meyy eoneeri:

i
i

3e it known that I, Epwin J, FOSTER, a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, and a vesident of
Cleveland, county of Cuyahoga, and State of
Olio, have invented certain new and nseful

Improvements in Cot-Beds, of which the fol- |

lowing is a specification, the principle of the
invention being hevein explained, and the hest
mode in which T have contemplated applying
that prineiple so asto distinguish itfromother
inventions.

My invention consists of
of construction hereinafter deseribed
claimed. '

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is aplan
view of & cot-bed frame. TFig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the same. TIig. 3, A, B, and ¢ are
details showing mode of engagmnuni, respect-
ively, between. outer frame and tenon, tenon
and leg, and tenon and diagonal brace. Fig.
4 is a perspective view of the complete cob
ready for use.

A is the outer metallic frame of the cof,
formed in one piece, the two extremities of
which are secured together in any suitable
manner, as by riveting. In the longitudinal
sides of said outer frame, A, T form a servies of
mortises, «, in which the 10(1‘11\0111(11' tenons b
of the transverse hars B fif, the extremities of
said bars being then upset 45441115(, said frame,
and thus the braces ave rigidly secured to the
latter.,  As the metallic bars forming the
frame and brace ave set on edge, the bed has
great rigidity.  Bars B/, fo which the legs ave
attached, are provided. with an elongated
tenon, the outer portion of which fits into
frame A and is upset like extremities of hars
B. TLegs ¢, consisting of depending portion
¢ and obligue portion ¢/, are provided at their
opposite extremities with openings slightly
greater in diameter than the greatest trans-
verse thickness of the tenon on bars I3, which
thus easily slips into said opening, the legs
having pivotal movement thereon.,  T'we sald
legs are secured to cach said Har I, the de-
pending portien of one leg and the oblique
portion of the complementary leg being thus
pivoted on one extremity, while on the oppo-
site extremity is pivoted the oblique portion
of the former leg and the depending portion
of the latter. The obligue portions are given
a half-turn at their point of contact, so that
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theiv flat faces are hrought into contaet with
each other and arve then riveted.  Kach set of
are thus fuvnished with a double brace
and arve rendered very firm and steady against
any lateral mov ement of the cot.

On each side of the cot, pivotally socured fo
the several legs, is the bar D, extending longi-
tudinally of the cot and connecting tog‘ether
the different legs, so that any motion im-
parted to one set of legs causes the others to
move correspondingly. It also serves to brace
the several sets against longitudinal strains.
Pivoted to the outer extremity of one of said
tenons on either side of the cot is the diago-
nal brace E, provided at its lower extremity
with slot e, that fits over and locks with pro-
jecting pin ¢. The woven-wire mattress F
is constructed in accordance with application
of D. H. Gail for United States Letters Pat-
ent, Serial No. 266,900, filed Mareh 10, 1885,
in whieh T have an interest—namely, having
its strands running transversely of the Dbed,

and having its outer strands secured to the .

encireling rod or wire 1. Spiral springs G
have their lower ext‘remnles secured fo the
transverse braces 3 B’ by passing through
openings (% formed in said bars, their upper
extremities Dheing woven into the mattress,
the springs supporting the center of the cot
being heavier and stronger than the springs
on the outer portions of the same, thereby
preventing sagging. Head-rest H, formed of
woven wire similarto the mattress, is pivotally
secured at its lower portion to said mattress.
Near its opposite end on either side T pivot-
ally scenrve supporting-bars J, provided with a
series of adjusting-slofs, 4, that fit on rod K.

When it is desired to use the cot-hed, the
legs are set up at right angles to the matiress
and the glotg e in the lock-barg E are slipped
over pin ¢/, thus locking the legs against
movement. The height of the head-rest is

adjusted and the same secured by nieans™of

its supporting-bars, and the col is ready for
use.

To fold if, the suppovting-bars ol the head-
rest are freed from onamxemeut with rod 1«
and the head-rest laid fiat on the mattress
The brace-bars E ave then freed from enga‘ge-
ment with pins e and the legs are laid flat
againsgt frame A, the whole ﬁﬂdmn' intoa very
compact form.
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It is evident that as the cot is composed en-
tirely of metal it is light, neat, and possesses
greater stremgth than if composed partly of
wood and partly of metal. :

It will be noticed that the outer frame, A,
and the transverse bars B B’ are placed on
edge, for by so doing a much firmer and
stronger cot and one with greater weight-sus-
taining power is obtained than if the bars
were turned with the flat faces up.

The foregoing description and accompany-
ing drawings set forth in detail mechanism in
embodiment of my invention. Change may
therefore be made therein, provided the prin-
ciples of construction respectively recited in
the following claims are employed.

I therefore particularly point out and dis-
tinetly claim as my invention—

1. In a cot-bed, the combination of a frame
with pairs of legs for supporting the same,
each leg consisting of a single piece bent at
its point of contact with the floor, so as to
form a vertical depending part, which is piv-
oted to said frame, and an oblique brace por-
tion which extends upward across the frame
and is pivoted to the opposite side thereof,
the oblique brace portions of each pairof legs
being also pivotally secured together at their
points of crossingand free to move at theirup-
per ends, substantially as set forth.

2.-In a cot-bed, the combination of a frame
with a pair of legs pivoted thereto on oppo-
site sides and locking mechanism engaging
one of said legs to prevent folding, each leg
consisting of a single piece bent at the point
of contact with the floor, so as to form an ob-
lique brace portion, which is attached to the
opposite side of said frame, but free to move
thereon to allow folding, the brace portions of
said legs being pivoted together at their points
of crossing; substantially as shown.

3. In combination with the frame of a cot-
bed having transverse bars which are provided
with protruding ends, supporting -legs ar-
ranged in a seriesof pairs and pivoted on said
ends, each leg consisting of a single piece bent
at the point of contact with the floor to form an
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obligue brace portion, which is slotted at its
upper end and fits movably on the end of the
transverse bar to which said leg is pivoted, the
legs of each pair being pivoted on opposite
sides of the frame, substantially as set forth.

4. In combination with a cot-bed frame, a
series of connected pairs of folding legs, each
leg being pivoted thereto at one end, bent at
the point of contact with the floor to form an ob-
lique brace portion, pivoted: to the companion
leg of the pair at the point of erossing and hav-
ing a slotted pivotal attachment to the oppo-
site side of the frame, allowing motion there-
on for folding and unfolding, substantially as
set forth.

5.-In combination with a cot-bed frame, a
series of connected pairs of folding legs and
a locking device engaging one of said legs to

_hold the series against folding, each leg being

pivoted to one side of the frame at one end
and pivoted at the other end to the other side
of said frame free to move,as described, and
consisting of a single piece bent at the point
of contact with the floor to form an oblique
brace portion which is pivoted to the corre-
sponding portion of the companion leg of the
pairat theirpoint of crossing, substantially as
set forth.

6. In combination with a frame having
transverse bars which are provided with jour-
nals extending beyond the frame on each side,
a series of pairs of legs, connected by bars D
and provided with locking mechanism to pre-
vent accidental folding, the legs of each pair
being pivoted to opposite pivols or journals

- of the same transverse har, and each leg be-

ing bent to form an oblique brace portion hav-
ing a slotted attachment to the journal of said
transverse bar remote from that journal to
which it is pivoted, substantially as shown.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing to
be myinvention I have hereunto set my hand
this 16th day of June, A. D. 1888.
: EDWIN J. FOSTER.
Witnesses:
ADELA M. GYNN,
J. B.Fay.
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