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to all, whon, it may concern. 
Beit known that I, JOHN E. YOUNGBLOOD, 

of Union City, in the county of Mason and 
State of Washington, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Can-Open 
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. - 
This invention relates to can-openers; and 

the object in view is to provide a can-opening 
device in the form of a pair of shears, the 
handles of which are disposed in such a man 
ner as to admit of the cutting of one end of 
the can without rendering the fingers of the 
operator liable to injury by coming in contact 
with the can. 
The invention also contemplates the use in 

connection. With one of the handles of the 
shears of a puncturing device for forming the 
initial opening in the can-top. 
The invention consists in a can-opener em 

bodying the novel features and details of con 
struction hereinafter fully described, illus 
trated in the drawing, and incorporated in the 
claims. 
The accompanying drawing represents a 

perspective view of a can-opener constructed 
in accordance with the present invention. 

Referring to the drawing, the improved can 
opener will be seen to consist of a pair of 
shears, the operation of which is of course 
similar to an ordinary pair of shears, but the 
handles and blades of which are relatively 
disposed in Such a manner as to admit of the 
cutting operation without endangering the 
fingers or hands of the operator. 

I and 2 designate the handles of the shears, 
which are provided in the usual manner with 
the finger-loops 3. One of said loops, pref 
erably that one which occupies the lowermost 
position, is provided with a depending trian 
gular-shaped punch or cutter 4, the point or 
vertex of which is adapted to be inserted 
through the material of the can for the pur 
pose of effecting an initial entrance thereto, 
thus admitting of the subsequent introduc 
tion of one of the pointed blades of the shears. 
The blades of the shears (indicated at 5 and 

6) are rigidly connected to the handles land 
2, respectively, and are preferably formed in 
tegral there with, the parts being connected 
by the common pivot 7. The points of the 
blades 5 and 6 are beveled or pointed, as at 
8, for the introduction of one of the pointed 
blades through the can-top and into the open 
ing formed by the punch or cutter 4. The han 
dle 1 and its blade 6 together describe a Sub 
stantially compound or ogee - shape curve. 
The other handle 2 has its blade 5 set almost 
at right angles to it, so that the handle 2 of 
the lower blade 5 is carried above the handle 
1 of the upper blade 6. In this manner the 
finger-loops 3 are located sufficiently above 
the plane in which the blades 5 and 6 operate 
to insure against the fingers or hands of the 
operator coming in contact with the can and 
becoming injured or cut thereby. The cut 
ter or punch 4 in addition to its normalfunc 
tion above described also constitutes a verti 
cal guard in that it serves to limit the down 
ward movement of the handles, and thus pre 
vents the fingers of the operator coming in 
contact with the can in a manner that will be 
readily understood. 
In operation an initial opening is formed in 

the top of the can by means of the punch or 
cutter 4. The lowerblade 5 is inserted through 
said opening and a diametrical incision is 
made extending across the top of the can. 
The shears are then removed and a second 
diagonal cut is made, the same extending 
across the top of the can and being at Sub 
stantially right angles to the first cut or in 
cision. The parts of the top included be 
tween the incisions thus made may be bent 
upward and back to expose the contents of 
the can, or, if desired, the segments of the top 
may be cut adjacent to the edges of the can 
and removed. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is- u 

1. A can - opener consisting of a pair of 
shears, the blades of which are disposed at 
such an angle to the handles that the handles 
in operation will belocated above the plane in 
which the blades operate, one of the handles 
being provided with a depending pointed 
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punch or cutter which also forms a finger- In testimony whereof I have signed this 
guard, Substantially as described. specification in the presence of two subscrib 

2. A can - opener, consisting of a pair of ing witnesses. 
shears, one of the handles of which is pro- JOHN E. YOUNGBLOOD. 
vided with a depending pointed punch or cut- Witnesses: 
ter which also forms a finger-guard, substan- MYRON EELLS, 
tially as described. HENRY ALLEN. 


