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My invention relates to an. 1mproved stake
body . lock.
The object of the mventlon is to provide an

improved locking device for the stakes used to-

5 confine the load on the body of a motor truck

or the like and to keep them from jumping:

accidentally out of place.

Another object is to provide such a lock whlch
will- permit quick removal or quick placing of

10 the stakes relative to the sockets on the truck,
which receive them.

Other objects will be apparent to those skilled
in the art as the disclosure progresses.

These desirable objects. may be achieved by the

15- illustrative example of the invention herein se-
lected for purposes of disclosure.

In.the drawing: :

Figure 1 is a side elevatmnal view of a stake
locked in its body socket;

20 - Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view as seen
along the line 2—2 of Figure 1 when looking in
the direction of the arrows;:

Figure 3 is a bottom view of the lock means
shown in Figure 2;

25 Figure 4 is a Veltlcal sectlonal view through
the lock means, as seen along the section line
4—4 when looking in the direction of the arrows
appearing in Figure 2;

Figure 5 is a top plan view of the latch member

30 Dper se;

Figure 6 is a side view of. thls latch member
and,

Figure 7 is a cross sectional view through this
Iatch member, as seen-along the line 7-7, look-

35 ing in the direction of the arrows appearing in
Figure 6.

A truck body main or side member is indicated
at 10, said member carrying a side plate 11 spaced
laterally from the member 10 to provide a space

40 to serve as a socket for receiving a vertically dis<
posed stake 12, These stakes may be arranged
in groups of any. desired number of stakes per
group, which will be spaced apart -a desired dis-
tance and connected- together by a plate 13,

45 which will be secured by bolts 14 to the stakes
to connect the same in group formation, - Thus,
it is possible to remove or place a group of :stakes
in the form of a gate.

The problem is to provide an 1mp10ved latch-

50 ing mechanism for removably connecting the
lower ends of the stakes, or certain of them, in
their sockets and, accordingly, the lower, outer
face of each stake, as best shown in Figure 2,

- is relieved to form a pocket, as appears at 15,

55:: the outer face of said stake carrying a closure

(CL. 296—43)

plate 16, which plate is provided. with an opening .
17 in its outer face.. This plate 16 is channel-:
shaped, as shewn in Figure 3, to embrace three .
sides -of the stake, and,-fitted into this chan-"
nel-shaped cover -plate. 16 from its back “side, gy -
is a strap 18 having a bulged part 19 to form
a beaung for .carrying a vertically disposed
latch boib or member .20, which’ may be of-rod
formation. Thus the latch bolt. is journaled for -
rotation, but is-held azainst independent sliding 65
movement relative to the stake. 'This member
20 at its top end carries an integrally formed
eccentric or stop abutment 21, and, at. its 10we1
‘end, carries an integrally formed; angular ex-.
tension 22 forming a handle. It will be noted.
_ that the eccentric and handle extension extend
in substantially opposﬂ;e directions. . Midway be~
tween ils ends the latch bolt 20 is formed with'
“two flat sides 23, as appears best in Figures 6
gnd 7, and, cooperating with: these fat sides, ‘is %5 -
a, leaf spring 24 having its free énd riveted. at -

5 to the closure plate 16. This flat spring en- -
gaoes the flat sides 23 of the bolt.to prevent -
accidental rotation thereof and also up and down )
movement, because the bearing portion 1¢° is §0°
cut out at 23 to present upper-and lower shoul-.
ders 26 -to confine the spring 24 where 1t acts.
on.the flat sides 23 of the latch bolt 20. Fur-
ther this action of the spring 24 in prevpntlng
up and down movement. of the bolt 26 insures 85

~that the eccentric 21 will be in position to Tegister
with the opemng 19 in the face of the cover plate :
16.

In use, the stake 12- can. be placed into- 1t.,-
socket by rotating the handle. 22 to fit inwardly R0
beneath the lower end of the stake, as shown .
in the dotted line. position. in Figure 2. ‘The
stake 12 will then dr op into its socket until the
’opposnely extending eccentiic 21 strikes the top
of the plate 11. ‘In this position of the. parts the .
-handle’22 is disposed beneath the lowor edge of -
the plate 11 and clear thereof, so that, the oper-.
.ator may turn the handle 22 cutwardly to- the
~full-line position shown in Figure 2. The-stake
is now free to drop, hecause.the eccentric 21 is. 100
inside the pocket 15, until the plate 13 aaouts the :
member 10 to stop this falling- movement. Tn
the final position of the parts, the operator then
rotates the bolt 20 by turning the handle 22 .
back again.to its inward position shown in Fig- 105
ure 2 in the- dotted lines beneath the stake, -
which causes the eccentric 21 to turn and pass
through' the opening 17 in the cover plate 16"
It is now impossible for the stake - to ‘move
upwardly -and jump out accidentally from .its
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socket because the eccenfric 21 will abut the
lower edge of the plate 11, as indicated in the
dotted line showing in Figure 2. The flat spring

24 engaging the flat sides 23 on the bolt 20

assures that the bolt cannot accidentally turn or
slip endwise of its length because of the pressure
of the spring thereon, which serves as a yielding
lock for the bolt 20 in its bearing 19.

From this description it must now be apparent
that a simple and effective lock means has been
provided for a removable stake and that the

structure achieves all of the desirable obJecto.

heretofore recited for the invention.

It is the intention to cover all such imma-
terial variations of the form herein chosen for
purposes of illustration as do not depart from
the spirit and scope of my invention as indi-
cated by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A stake lock for a truck or the like having
a main body member and a plate spaced there-
from to form a stake receiving- socket, a verti-
cally disposed stake to fit the sockset, said stake
having its lower end relieved to form ‘a pocket
open at its bottom end, a closure element em-
bracing the pocket, a latch bolt retatably jour-
naled on the closure element within the pocket

“and held against sliding movement, said bolt

having an eccentric formed at one end and an
angular handle extension at the other end, the
handle being located below -the bottom end of
the pocket, said closure element being provided
with an opening to receive the eccentric which
projects therethrough so that it may coopsrate
with the plate to prevent accidental displace-
ment of the stake from its socket, and a flat
spring- engaging the bolt to prevent its acci~
dental rotation.

2. A stake lock for a- truck or hhe like having
a main body member and a plate spaced there-
from to form. g stake receiving socket, a ver-
tically disposed stake to fit the socket, said stake
having its lower end relieved to form a pocket
open at its bottom end, a closure element em-
bracing the pocket, a lateh bolt rotatably jour-
naled ‘on the closure element within the pocket
and held against sliding movement, said bolt
being- arranged vertically in the pocket and
having aneccentric formed at its upper end
and an angular handle extension at its lower end
below the bottom end of the stake pocket, said

closure element being provided with an opening -

to receive the eccentric which projects there-
through so that it may cooperate with the plate
to prevent accidental displacement of -the stake
from -its socket, and means yieldingly engaging
the bolt to prevent its accidental rotation.

3. A stake lock-for a truck or the like having
a main body member and a plate spaced there-

‘from to form a stake receiving socket, a vertical-

ly disposed stake to fit -the socket, said stake
having its lower- end relieved to form -a pocket
open at its bottom end, a channel shaped closure

. element embracing the stake and covering the
pocket; a vertically arranged latch bolt rotatably

journaled on the closure element within the
pocket, said bolt having an eccentric formed at
one end and an angular handle extension at the

other end; said closure element being provided - -
with-an opening to receive the eccentric which -

T50..

: relieved .to form a pocket, a closure
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projects therethrough so that it may cooperate
with the plate to prevent accidental displacement
of the stake from its socket, and means engaging
the bolt to prevent its accidental rotation.

4, A stake lock for a truck or the like having
a main body member and a plate spaced there-
from to form a stake receiving socket, a stake
to fit the socket, said stake having its lower end
relieved to form a pocket, a closure element
covering the pocket, a latch bolt rotatably car-
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ried by the closure element and held against

sliding movement, said bolt having an eccentric
integrally formed at one end and an angular
handle ‘extension integrally formed at the other
end, said closure element. being provided with
an opening to receive the eccentric which pro-
jects therethrough so that it may cooperate with

~the plate to prevent accidental displacement of
the stake from its socket, and a flat spring en-

gaging the bolt u() prevent 1ts acmden’cal rota-

'tlon

5. A stake lock for a truck or the like having
a- main body member and a plate spaced there-
from to form a stake receiving socket, -a- stake
to fit the -socket, said stake having its lower
end relieved to form a pocgket, a closure ele-
ment covering the pocket, a latch bolt ro-
tatably journaled on the closure element, said
polb disposed vertically in the pocket and hav-
ing an eccentric formed at its upper end -and

an angular handle extension at its lower end,

said closurs element being provided with an
opening to receive the eccentric which projects
therethrough so that it may cooperate with the
plate to prevent accidental displacement of the
stake from its socket, and a flat spring engag-

-ing flattened suriaces formed on the kolt to pre~
vent its aecidental rotation.

6. A stake lock for a truck or the like having
a main body member-and a plate spaced there-
from to forin. a stake receiving socket, a stake
to fit the socket, said stake having its lower
end relieved to form a pecket, a closure -plate
for the pocket, a vertically arranged bolt ro-
tatably journaled on the closure plate within the
pocket, said closure plate provided with an open-

‘ing, an eccentric and a handle extension on the

bclt, said eccentfric and extension extending in
substantially cpposite directions, said eccentrie
adapted to pass through the ciosure plate open-

ing to cooperate with the socket plate to prevent

displacement of the stake.

T. A stake lock for g fruck or the like having
a main body member and a plate spaced there-
from to form a stake receiving socket, a stake
to fit the socket, said stake having its lower end
_ plate for
the pocket, a vertically arranged holt rotatably
journaled on the closure plate within the pocket,
said closure piate provided with an opening, an
eccentric’ and a handle extension integrally
formed on the bolt, said eccentric and extension
extending in substantially opposite directions;
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said-eccentric adapted to pass through the clo- |

sure plate opening to cooperate with the socket
plate to prevent displacement of the stake, while
the extension is disposed below the stake and
serves as a handle to 1otate the bolt.
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