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The present invention relates to advertising 
and display devices and more particularly to a 
foldable display device and an improved easel 
for supporting the device in display position. 

Foldable display devices are used extensively 
for advertising or displaying articles of mer 
chandise. On sales counters or in store Windows, 
because they can be shipped and stored in flat 
or collapsed position and thereafter be folded 
into display position. A popular foldable dis 
play device comprises an upright wall having 
foldable steps or shelves upon which articles may 
be placed, an easel for supporting the upright 
Wall, and tabs or other means for locking the 
easel against accidental collapsing thereof. A 
difficulty with display devices of this type is that 
considerable time is required to set up or assem 
ble the device, primarily because the easel must 
be folded and locked by manual operations. This 
uSually requires the use of both hands, which in 
many instances in inconvenient. For example, 
if the display is assembled in a crowded store 
Window, access to the easel may be difficult. 
Upon collapsing the device, manual operations 
are again necessary to unlock and fold the easel 
into collapsed position. Frequent insertion of the 
tabs or operation of the locking means weakens 
them considerably and ultimately impairs them 
to Such an extent that they are no longer ca 
pable of effectively locking the easel in assem 
bled or set up position. 
The present invention aims to overcome these 

difficulties by providing a simple inexpensive dis 
play device which is readily folded into display 
position and may be collapsed with equal facility. 
The invention further aims to provide an im 
proved easel construction for the device which 
is adapted to be automatically guided and locked 
into Supporting position by folding the device 
into display position. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a simple, inexpensive foldable display de 
Vice which is readily assembled and collapsed 
without requiring skill or experince. - 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a display device having foldable steps which are 
rugged in construction and attractive in ap 
pearance. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved easel construction which is guided 
and locked automatically while setting up the 
device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a display member having a foldable member 
attached thereto, and an easel adapted to be 
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moved and locked in set up position by the fold 
able member. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an easel having flaps adapted to be folded and 
guided into locked position without manual op 
erations. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an easel construction which can be set up and 
collapsed a great number of times without be 
ing impaired or damaged. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a combined display device and easel constructed 
of a minimum number of parts which are formed 
by simple cutting and creasing operations. 

Other and further objects of the invention 
Will be obvious upon an understanding of the 
illustrative embodiment about to be described, 
Or Will be indicated in the appended claims, and 
Various advantages not referred to herein Will 
Occur to one skilled in the art upon employment 
of the invention in practice. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been chosen for purposes of illustration and de 
Scription and is shown in the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of the specification, 
Wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is an exploded view taken from the back 
Of the device illustrating the assembly thereof; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 
3-3 of Fig. 1 showing the easel locked in set 
up position; and 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view show 
ing the device and easel while being folded into 
Set up position. 

Described generally, a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention comprises a foldable 
sheet forming an upright wall or display mem 
ber, a second foldable sheet attached to the back 
of the first sheet, and an easel member carried 
by the second sheet adapted to be automatically 
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folded into set up or collapsed position by the 
Second sheet. Preferably, the above parts are 
made of decorated sheets of cardboard or other 
Suitable material adapted to be readily cut and 
creased to provide an inexpensive foldable adver 
tising and display device. 

Referring again to the drawings there is shown 
a sheet of material f having an upright card or 

45 

50 display panel 2 at the upper portion thereof 
preferably having advertising matter printed or 
lithographed thereon. The lower portion of the 
sheet may have foldable steps 4, for example two 
or more, formed by horizontal shelf portions 5. 
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2 
and 6 and upright or Wertical portions 7 and 8. 
The panel portion 2 is foldably connected to the 
shelf portion 5 of the upper step by a Suitable 
crease fold or other articulative means i and the 
shelf portion 5 is foldably connected to the up 
right portion by a similar crease 0'. The 
shelf portion 6 of the lower step likewise is fold 
ably connected to the upright portion by a 
fold and to the upright portion 8 by a fold 
f'. By creasing the sheet in this manner, the 
steps 4 are readily folded out of the plane of 
the sheet When the device is placed on a counter 
Or in a store WindoW. 
In order to enhance the appearance of the 

device and to strengthen the steps, suitable Sup 
plemental steps 2 may be provided at the re 
spective sides of the steps . These steps pref 
erably are out of horizontal alignment or stag 
gered with respect to the steps A and provide an 
attractive border or margin at the sides of the 
device. The supplemental steps are formed by 
portions 4 projecting upwardly from the up 
right portions and 8, shelf portions 5 rendered 
foldable by Suitable creases or folds 6, and a 
slit (Fig. 1) defining the inner side edges of 
the upwardly projecting portions 4 and the shelf 
portions 5. 
The display device described above is adapted 

to be used for advertising purposes and is also 
adapted to be used as a display Stand for sup 
porting articles of merchandise which may be 
placed on the shelf portions 5, 6 and 5. If de 
sired, the upright portions and 8 and the up 
Wardly projecting portions 4 may be provided 
with suitable tabs or projections 9 cut or 
stamped from the sheet which further enhance 
the appearance of the device. These tabs are at 
the forward edges of the steps and are adapted 
to retain the articles on the shelves to prevent 
them from falling therefron in the event the 
device is Shaken accidentally. For example, in 
Fig. 1 several packages 8 containing articles of 
merchandise are shown retained by the tabs 9. 
In order to strengthen the display sheet and 

to provide means for Supporting and locking an 
easel, about to be described, a second sheet 20 
(Fig. 2) of suitable material is foldably connected 
to the back of the display sheet. This sheet 2 
preferably is substantially rectangular and has 
its upper portion 2A secured to the back of the 
display panel 2 by cement, glue, adhesive or other 
suitable attaching means. The lower portion 
of the sheet is folded at 22 to form a horizontal 
base portion 24 serving as a support and the 
base portion 24 is foldably secured to the back of 
the upright portion 8 of the lower step 4 by a 
foldable flap 25. The central portion has a flap 
or foldable portion 2 S cut therefrom which is 
foldably connected to the base portion 24 by a 
crease 2; and is secured to the back of the up 
right portion 7 of the upper step. By securing 
the easel mounting sheet to the panel 2 and the 
upright Step portions and 8, the steps are ma 
terially strengthened and are capable of Support 
ing greater Weight without collapsing or sagging. 
Above the cut out portion of the sheet, a depend 
ing portion 29 extends downwardly from the up 
per step (Fig. 3) which is adapted to cooperate 
with easel flaps to guide and lock them into posi 
tion. - 

The easel member preferably is formed of a 
sheet of material 33 comprising an upright mid 
die portion 3 adapted to be secured to the back 
of the flap or foldable portion 26 and a wing 
or easel flap 32 at each side thereof. The eaSel 

2,141,216 
flaps are foldably connected to the middle por 
tions 3 by creases 34 formed to permit the easel 
flaps to Swing freely and move with very little 
effort, so that the easel flaps may be folded auto 
natically without manual operations when the 
display device is set up or collapsed. If desired, 
only one easel flap may be utilized although two 
flaps are preferred because they form a steadier 
Support for the device and can be provided with 
out material increase in cost. 

Each of the easel flaps has a downwardly ex 
tending notch or recess 35 adapted to receive 
and lock the depending portion 29 of the easel 
mounting sheet and these notches preferably are 
approximately twice as Wide as the thickness of 
the portion 29 to facilitate entry and removal 
thereof. Adjacent the back of the notch, each 
of the flaps 32 is provided with an upwardly pro 
jecting ear 36 having a for Wardly facing upright 
edge 3 adapted to engage the back of the de 
pending portion 29 and guide it into the notches. 
Preferably, the ears are of Sufficient height to en 
able the edges 3 to engage the depending portion 
when the device is in either collapsed or set up 
position, whereby the edges 3 at all times are 
effective to guide the depending portion. In 
order to facilitate locking the easel automati 
cally, the notches 35 and the depending portion 
29 are formed to be in substantially vertical 
alignment whenever the edges 37 of the ears en 
gage the back of the depending portion. Conse 
quently, when the device is being set up, the de 
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pending portion is wedged against the edges 3 
and is guided into the notches to lock the fiaps or 
wings 32. - 

Another feature of the present construction 
is that the width of the notches permits the easel 
flaps to be placed in diverging positions with re 
spect to each other (Fig. 2) to form a more 
Sturdy Support for the display. A further fea 
ture of the easel construction is that the easel 
flaps have an upwardly facing edge 39 interme 
diate the crease 34 and the notch 35 adapted to 
Support the horizontal shelf portion 5 (Fig. 3) 
of the upper step to further strengthen the de 
WCe. 
The operation of the easel construction, while 

placing the device in set up position, is illustrated 
more particularly in Fig. 4. This is accomplished 
by holding the collapsed device in upright posi 
tion with one hand and rotating it slowly by a 
slight twist of the Wrist to Swing the easel flaps 
and cause the edges 3 of the ears to engage 
the back of the depending portion 29. There 
after, the device is placed on a suitable surface 
49 and is gradually lowered to fold the steps 4 
and 2 out of the vertical plane of the sheet. 
During the folding of the steps, the depending 
portion 29 moves downwardly and rearwardly 
and engages the edges 3 of the ears 36 and 
Wedges or moves the fiaps into position. So that 
the notches 35 are in vertical alignment with the 
depending portion. Upon further downward 
movement, the steps are folded into their de 
sired position, and the depending portion moves 
doWinWardly into the notches until the lower 
edge thereof engages the bottom of the notches. 
The device is now effectively locked in display 
position and cannot collapse accidentally. All of 
these operations can be performed by using one 
hand and take only a few seconds. 
When it is desired to collapse the device, the 

panel portion 2 is held by one hand and is lifted. 
The step portions then fold into the vertical plane 
of the sheet and the depending portion is raised 
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out of the notches to automatically unlock the 
easel flaps and permit them to be folded into flat 
position. These operations are so simple that 
they can be performed rapidly by inexperienced 
perSons. 

It will be seen that the present invention pro 
vides a simple, inexpensive display device formed 
of a minimum number of sheets adapted to be 
shaped by cutting and creasing operations which 
do not require complicated machinery. The de 
vice is readily set up and collapsed and auto 
matically operates the easel, thereby eliminating 
hand operations heretofore required to fold and 
lock the easel. The easel locking parts are not 
Subjected to severe bending strains and are not 
damaged or impaired while setting up or collaps 
ing the device. In addition, the device is attrac 
tive in appearance, rugged in Construction and 
can readily withstand any rough usage to Which 
it may be Subjected. 
As various changes may be made in the form, 

construction and arrangement of the parts here 
in without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention and without Sacrificing any of its 
advantages, it is to be understood that all matter 
herein is to be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense, 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. In a device of the class described, the con 

bination of a foldable display member having a 
downwardly depending portion at the back there 
of, and an easel member operatively hinged to 
said foldable member and freely movable with re 
spect thereto, said easel member having a notch 
therein for receiving said downwardly depending 
portion and having an upwardly extending pot" 
tion adjacent the back side of said notch adapted 
to engage the back of said depending portion and 
automatically guide said depending portion into 
said notch while said foldable member is being 
folded into display position. 

2. In a device of the class described, the com 
bination of a foldable display member having a 
downwardly depending portion on the back 
thereof, and a pair of easel members operatively 
hinged to said foldable member and freely mov 
able with respect thereto, said easel members 
each having a notch therein for receiving said 
downwardly depending portion and having an 
upwardly extending portion adjacent one side of 
said notch adapted to engage and automatically 
guide said depending portion into Said notch. 
While said foldable member is being folded into 
display position, said notches being positioned in 
sad easel members with respect to said depending 
portion so that said easel members are adapted to 
extend rearwardly obliquely with respect to Said 
foldable member while in display position. 

3. In a device of the class described, the Com 
bination of a foldable sheet providing a display 
wall, a second sheet foldably attached to the 
back of said first sheet and having a downwardly 
depending portion, and a third sheet attached to 
and carried by Said Second sheet having a freely 
movable hinged easel flap, said flap having a 
notch and a projecting portion for engaging and 
automatically guiding said downwardly depend 
ing portion into said notch when said first sheet 
is folded into display position. 

4. In a device of the class described, the Com 
bination of a foldable display member, a second 
member having upper and lower portions thereof 
secured to the back of said display member and 
having a flap cut from the central portion and 

3 
foldable out of the plane of said second member, 
the upper end of said flap being attached to the 
back of said first member, said second member 
having a downwardly depending portion above 
said flap, and a third member secured to the 
back of said flap, said third member having a 
foldable easel flap provided with an upwardly 
facing notch adapted to receive Said downwardly 
depending portion. 

5. In a device of the class described, the com 
bination of a display member having creases 
whereby said member is adapted to be folded to 
provide at least three upright portions Spaced by 
alternate horizontal portions to form a plurality 
of steps, a second member having the upper por 
tion thereof secured to the upper upright portion 
and having the lower portion thereof foldably at 
tached to the lower upright portion, said second 
member having a flap cut from the central por 
tion thereof, foldable out of the plane thereof, 
and attached to the intermediate upright portion 
of Said first member, said Second member having 
a portion depending downwardly from the upper 
upright portion, and a third member secured to 
Said flap having an easel flap provided With a 
notch for receiving said downwardly depending 
portion. Of Said Second member. 

6. In a device of the class described, the com 
bination of a display member creased to be folded 
to provide three vertical walls spaced by alter 
nate horizontal shelves, a second member having 
the upper portion thereof secured to the upper 
Vertical Wall and having the lower portion there 
of foldably attached to the lower vertical wall, 
said Second member having a flap formed from 
the central portion thereof, foldable out of the 
plane thereof, and attached to the intermedi 
ate vertical wall of said first member, said second 
member having a portion depending downwardly 
from the upper vertical wall, a third memberse 
cured to said flap having an easel flap provided 
with a notch for receiving said downwardly de 
pending portion of Said Second member, and an 
upwardly extending ear adjacent the notch for 
engaging the back side of said depending portion 
to guide it into the notch. 

7. In a device of the class described, the com 
bination of a foldable display member having a 
plurality of steps at the middle thereof and a 
plurality of steps at the respective sides thereof, 
said steps at the sides being out of horizontal 
alignment With respect to Said Steps at the mid 
dle of said display member, a second member 
foldably attached to the back of said foldable 
member having a downwardly depending portion, 
and a third member secured to said Second men 
ber, said third member having an easel flap pro 
Vided With a notch adapted to receive said de 
pending portion. When Said first member is folded 
into display formation. 

8. In a device of the class described, the combi 
nation of a foldable display member having a 
plurality of steps and upwardly extending por 
tions at the forward edges of the steps, a second 
sheet foldably attached to the back of Said first 
sheet and having a downwardly depending por 
tion, and a third sheet attached to and carried 
by said second sheet having a freely movable 
hinged easel flap, said flap having a notch and an 
upwardly extending ear adjacent the notch for 
engaging said depending portion of Said second 
sheet and guiding it into Said notch. 

RALPH. J. MANCUSO. 
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