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The present invention relates to an advertising 
device and has to do more in particular with a 
Sign in which a concurrent direct and indirect 
showing of symbols is provided. 
One object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a display device having a symbol silhou 
etted against and spaced from a reflector mem 
ber so that the reflection of such symbol is made 
visible from the front of the device. 

0. A further object of the present invention is 
the provision of a display device comprising parts 
having foil reflecting surfaces supported upon a 
base, such parts being readily changed and other 
members substituted. 

l5 With the above and other desirable objects in 
view, an embodiment of the invention is here 
inafter described in conjunction with the accom 
panying sheet of drawing, hereby made a part 
of this specification, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective of an embodiment of 
the invention viewed generally from the front; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device shown 
in Figure 1; 

Like reference characters are used for desig 
25 nating similar parts of the illustrated embodi 

ment of the invention in the figures of the draw 
ing and throughout the following description. 

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate a display device par 
ticularly appropriate for daytime displays having 

80 a suitable base member 10 for the device having 
grooves and 2 extending longitudinally there 
of. These may be adjacent to the back and front 
edges of the base respectively. The grooves 
and 12 may be coextensive with the base to or of 

5 less length than the base. Removably inserted 
within the longitudinal groove is a sheet 3 
which may reach the whole length of the base, 
and which may be of any desired outline above 
the base. The body of the placard 3 may have 

40 any contour so long as it has an area sufficient to 
reflect the symbols shortly to be described. 
The front surface of the placard 3 is reflec 

tive. In the present device, the placard has a 
front face comprising a sheet 4 of highly pol 

is ished metal foil. Suitable decorative design such 
as a sun burst 5 and advertising 6 may be print 
ed or embossed upon material 4 in any conven 
tional manner when this is desired. 
At the front of the base member 10 may be 

5 

20 

so a group of characters or symbols, in outline, des 
ignated 7, 8, 19, and 20. Each of the symbols 
or characters 7, 8, 19 and 20, may be formed in tegrally with a base strip 2 extending along the 
front of base member f0. One or more hook-like 

is members 22 may be bent over from the material 

(C. 40-30) 
of the strip 2 and inserted into the groove 2. 
Other means for attaching the parts , 8, 9, 
20, and 2 to the front of the base O may be 
adopted. It is generally desirable to maintain the 
bodies of the symbols and sheet 3 in parallelism 
but special effects are obtained by having Said 
parts at a slight angle. When desired, the char 
acters 7, 8, 9, and 20 may be independent of 
One another and separately attached to the base 
O. : 
The back of each character 7, 8, 9, and 20 

is preferably colored with a brilliant substance 23 
Such as red, green, yellow, or purple polished foil. 
Such foil is polished to increase its brilliance and 
reflectivity. It may be desirable at times to have 
the backs 23 of the different characters 7, 8, 9, 
or 20 of different colors. In the device shown, 
there is also a coating of polished metal foil 24 
upon the front face of each of the characters 7, 
f8, 9 and 20 and also upon the strip 2. Such 
covering 24 is optional. 
When the device is assembled as shown, the 

symbols 7, 8, 9, and 20 are sufficiently close 
to the surface 4 of back member 3 that a read 
ily visible colored reflection in surface 3 of the 
backs of the characters 7, f8, 9, and 20, may be 
seen from the front of the device and particularly 
at an angle less than ninety degrees from the said 
front. This reflection of said characters is most 
pronounced when the front 24 of the characters 
7, 8, 19, and 20 is of a color contrasting with the 

Color upon their backs reflected on surface. 3. 
In the form illustrated the spacing of char 

acters , 8, 9, and 20 does not exceed an inch 
from the surface 3 but of course such spacing 
may be varied at choice determined by the art 
effect desired and also the size of the symbols 
7, fB, 9, and 20. Such contrast of color arouses 

attention. The reflection provides an indirect 
reading sign while the symbols are a direct read 
ing sign. When the color upon the back of the 
characters 7, 8, 9, and 20 is of a suitable red 
or blue the reflection within the polished sur 
face 4 resembles the radiation of an electrical 
ly energized neon tube, and hence is an atten 
tion attracting background for the main sign. 
Inasmuch as the complemental parts of the 

device upon the front and rear of the base. 10 
are detachable, these parts may be easily ré 
moved and replaced by similar cooperating parts. 
The Space between symbols and reflective sheet 

is a matter of choice dependent on color, size 
and character of Symbol, and the degree of polish 
upon the reflected Surface. 

Because of the nature of the metallic surface 
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2 
which is used as a reflector for the outlines of 
the symbols the reflection is not so sharply de 
fined as it would be if a glass mirror were em 
ployed. The effect of the metal is to diffuse 
slightly the image and to thus make its outline 
irregular instead of regular and this gives novel 
and attractive effects, particularly when in color. 
The metallic luster of thie reflector blends with 
the reflected colored image producing a pleasing 
Color effect. 
The symbols and back may be die-cut and may 

be of inexpensive sheet material such as sheet 
cardboard or other sheeted fibrous board, read 
ily mountable upon an inexpensive base. As 
reflected the illusion of neon light illumination 
and of depth is obtained. 
What is claimed as new and is desired to be 

secured by Letters Patent of the United States 
is: 

1. A display device comprising a symbol in out 
line and formed from sheet material having a 
colored back, and a sheet of material spaced 
therefrom and having a reflective front surface 
of polished foil, the back of said symbol being 
Sufficiently close to the reflective front of Said 
sheet to be readably reflected therein in slightly 
distorted form. 

2. An advertising device comprising a Symbol 
of sheet material in outline and having a colored 
reflective rear surface, a body of sheet material 
having a front face formed of polished foil of an 
area greater than the area of said symbol, and 
means for spacing said symbol and body with the 
reflective faces therein in such proximity that 
the image of the Symbol is readable in slightly 
distorted form upon said front face of said 
body. 

3. An advertising device as described in claim 2, 
and in which said Symbol and said body are read 
ily replaceable in said spacing means. 

4. An advertising device as described in claim 2, 
and in which the back Surface of said symbol is of 
polished foil. 

5. An advertising device as described in claim 
2, and in which the front and back Surfaces of 
Said symbol are of polished foil. 

2,078,716 
6. An advertising device comprising a base, a 

body of sheet material forming an outline of a 
Symbol and having a colored rear surface, a body 
of sheet material having a reflective front Sur 
face formed of metallic foil of an area exceed 
ing that of said symbol, the symbol forming body 
being fixed upon the front of said base, said body 
having the reflective front surface being Secured 
to the back of said base With the reflective Surr 
face thereof in opposed and parallel relation with 
said symbol, said symbol being sufficiently close 
to the reflective front of said reflective body for 
readily detectable reflection therein in slightly 
distorted form. 

7. An advertising device comprising a base, a 
body of sheet material forming an outline of a 
symbol and having a bright-colored rear Sur 
face, a body of sheet material having a reflective 
front Surface formed of metallic foil of an area, 
exceeding that of said symbol, the symbol form 
ing body being secured upon the front of said 
base, said body having a reflective front Sur 
face being detachable upon a backportion of said 
base in opposed relation with Said symbol, said 
symbol being sufficiently close to such reflective 
front for readily detectable reflection therein in 
slightly distorted form. 

8. An advertising display device for daytime 
advertising comprising a base, a rear sheet of 
fibrous material mounted upon said base to 
Wards the rear thereof in a vertical plane, a 
highly reflective metal foil mounted upon the 
front Surface of said rear sheet, a series of let 
ters forming advertising blocked out in solid 
form from fibrous sheet material, Said letters 
being substantially separated one from another 
and being positioned in a vertical plane parallel 
and in front of said rear sheet, highly reflective 
foil mounted on the front surfaces of said let 
ters, and colored reflective rear Surfaces provided 
for said letters whereby a slightly distorted col 
ored reflection in silhouette formed of Said let 
ters may be provided upon the front foil surface 
of said rear sheet. 
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