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The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a novel type of apparatus for simultaneously
producing a plurality of slices from such objects
as fruits and vegetables, and particularly objects
which have a tough skin and a soft interior
which make a multi-slicing operation difficult
when it is desired to avoid rupture of the in-
terior, as in the case of tomatoes.

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a multi-slicing apparatus in which the blades
are stamped from a single sheet of metal of
relatively thin gauge, the multi-blade structure
being so associated that a handle frame with
adequate rigidity and permanence of alignment
of the blades is secured.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a structure of the stated type in which the longi-
tudinally parallel members of the frame are so
formed and positioned as to be capable of passing
through the sliced article, following lines of
slice.

The invention will be described with reference
to the accompanying drawing, in which:—

Figure 1 is a plan view of an apparatus con-
structed in accordance with the invention, the
apparatus inciuding an associated slicing block.

Figure 2 is a view in sectional elevation on the
line 2—2, Fig. 1.

Figure 3 is a longitudinal section on the line
3—3, Fig. 1, showing in dotted lines an article
in position on the slicing block.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modified
form of the apparatus and

Figure 5 is a vertical transverse section on the
line 5--5, Fig, 4.

Referring to the drawing, it will be seen that
the gang cutter is formed of a single sheet of
metal | which is formed with a plurality of
spaced longitudinal slits having at each end a
curved slit at 2.

In slitting the metal longitudinally of member
f, the die is preferably toothed to produce the
teeth indicated more particularly at 3, Fig, 3.
The strips separated by toothed slitted areas are
then bent at right angles to form knives, which
knives extend vertically when the sheet is held
Lorizontally as shown in Fig. 1, and may have
two opposed cutting edges.

We then take a wire member and bend it to
form a handle section 4 and a supporting frame
section having opposed ends 4x extending trans-
versely of the blades, the latter being indicated
at b. Thereupon the sheet | is curled at the
end sections lx about the wire sections 4x and
sections of sheet | extending at right angles to
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the curled sections Iz which curl about the
handle member 4 at 1xz.

By these means, the freely flexible and there-
fore inherently weak structure composed of the
sheet | with its blades b is given strength and
rigidity.

‘We prefer that the gang cutter be used in con-
junction with a holding block § having a curved
seat at 6 to receive an article to be cut, as, for
example, that indicated in dotted lines at T.
The article may be impaled upon a pin 8 and
the walls of the block opposite the seat 6 is formed
with slots at 8z to receive the cutter blades b.
When the article, as, for example, a tomato, is
placed in seat 6, being preferably impaied on pin 8,
it may be readily sliced by reciprocation of the
gang cutter. The blades of the latter may be
suided by the walls of slots 5z provided by the
block 5. It will be noted that the slots 5x extend
below the curved seat 6 so that the slicing may
be entirely completed by downward reciprocatory
movement of the cutter blades until the cutting
edges pass below the seaft.

The structure shown in the modified form of
Figs 4 and 5 is substantially the same as that
illustrated in the preceding figures with the
exception that the longitudinally extending mem-
bers of the handle frame lie immediately over the
outer blades of the blade assembly and said mem-
bers of the frame shown at 8 are preferably flat-
tened so as to have vertically extending straight
walls not very substantially thicker than the un-
derlying blades b.

By reference to Figure 5, it will be noted that in
the use of the modified structure the side frame
members 9 are adapted to follow the line of cut
and to pass through the article being cut. Thus
the modified form of cutter is adapted for the
slicing of bread and objects of greater area than
those adapted for the form of the invention previ-
ously described and illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3 in-
clusive.

Having described our invention, what we claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is as fol-
lows:—

1. In gang blade slicing apparatus, a sheet
formed with parallel spaced longitudinally ex-
tending slits, which slits at their ends extend
transversely of the sheet, and spaced blade-like
areas of the sheet separated by the slits and ex-
tending at right angles to the sheet, forming cut-
ting blades, the sheet extending substantially be-
yond the blades at the opposite ends of the latter,
and g supporting metallic frame member con-
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nected to the sheet at each end thereof and carry-
ing an operating handle.

2. In gang blade slicing apparatus, a sheet
formed with parallel spaced longitudinally ex-
tending slits, which slits at their ends extend
transversely of the sheet, and spaced blade-like
areas of the sheet separated by the slits and ex-
tending at right angles to the sheet, forming cut-
ting blades, the sheet extending substantially be-
yond the blades at each end of the latter, and a
metallic frame member secured to the longitudi-

nal ends of the sheet by the curling of the sheet-

around areas of the frame member.

3. In gang blade slicing apparatus, a sheet
formed with parallel spaced longitudinally ex-
tending slits, which slits at their ends extend
transversely of the sheet, and spaced blade-like
areas of the sheet separated by the slits and ex-
tending at right angles to the sheet, forming cut-
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ting blades, the sheet exfending substantially
beyond the blades at the opposed ends of the lat~
ter, and a metallic frame member carrying a han-
dle and having longitudinally extending frame
areas, each in line with a cufting blade so that
said longitudinal frame member will follow the
blade through the article being cut, the frame
member being secured to said areas of the sheet
at the ends of the cutting blades.

4, In gang blade slicing apparatus, a sheet
formed with parallel spaced longitudinally ex-
tending slits, which slits at their ends extend
transversely of the sheet, and spaced blade-like
areas of the sheet separated by the slits and ex-
tending at right angles to the sheet, forming cut-
ting blades each having a plurality of cutting
arzas one at each longitudinal edge.

NATHANIEL M. H. BLUMENKRANZ.
TOMUN FINIZIE.
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