PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

International Bureau

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 6.

GO6F 9/46

(11) International Publication Number:

A3
(43) International Publication Date:

WO 99/44155

2 September 1999 (02.09.99)

(21) International Application Number:

PCT/US99/04070

(22) International Filing Date: 25 February 1999 (25.02.99)

(30) Priority Data:

09/031,671 us

27 February 1998 (27.02.98)

(71) Applicant: THE SABRE GROUP, INC. [US/US]; 4255 Amon
Carter Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX 76155 (US).

(72) Inventors: BAMFORTH, John; 1401 Timberlake Circle,
Richardson, TX 75080 (US). HUBER, Glenn; Apartment
2224, 501 Sycamore Lane, Euless, TX 76039 (US).
BUCKLEY, Kevin; 4160 Hallmont Drive, Grapevine, TX
76051 (US). SHENOY, Aravinda; 601 Park Boulevard
#1804, Grapevine, TX 76051 (US). THORPE, Kenneth,
P., III; 1633 Valencia Drive, Plano, TX 75074-4028 (US).
AKSHAYAKUMAR, Sudha; 7425 Angel Fire Drive, Plano,
TX 75025 (US). KARRA, Srinivas; 2400 Timberline Drive
#127, Grapevine, TX 76051 (US).

(74) Agents: GARRETT, Arthur, S. et al.; Finnegan, Henderson,
Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, L.L.P., 1300 I Street, N.W,,
Washington, DC 20005-3315 (US).

(81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR,
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD,
GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP,
KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK,
MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG,
SI, SK, SL, TJ, T™M, TR, TT, UA, UG, UZ, VN, YU, ZW,
ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SL, SZ, UG,
ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ,
TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, Fl,
FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent
(BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE,
SN, TD, TG).

Published
With international search report.
Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the claims
and to be republished in the event of the receipt of amendments.

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
9 March 2000 (09.03.00)

126

TRAVEL
AGENT
MACHINE|

114

TRAVEL
AGENT
MACHINE

115

(57) Abstract

servers sharing load level information.

113

(54) Title: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR DATA CONVERSION AND LOAD BALANCING IN A COMPUTER NETWORK

101 102
L {
cusToMER | [cusTOMER
MACHINE | | MACHINE
103
100
110
104
"1’6 1}‘ 112
SERVER
SERVER UDR | NETWORK [FRONT END |
CRS

124

Conversion of a data in a variable field message to a fixed format message. The variable field message has a varying length and fields
of varying types of data. The corresponding fixed format message has fields of a fixed data type and length, which facilitates parsing and
processing data from the variable field message. Customers for the data conversion or other processing are load balanced among multiple
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