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To all whom iFgnay concern: .
Be it known that I, JorN E, PLUMMER, a

“ecitizen of the United States, residing at Wa-

terville, in the county of Oneida and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bed-Rests, of which
the following isaspecification,reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention has for its object to provide
a bed rest forinvalids, &e., which shall be in-
expensive, durable and ¢ompact, and which
shall- provide for supporting the body and
head in a variety of inclinations, and it con-
sists in a device of the construction and ar-
rangement hereinafter more fully set forth
and the novel features of which are pointed
outin the claims which are appended hereto
and form a part hereof. ‘

My improved device is shown in the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, in
which Figure 1 is a perspective showing my
rest in one position, and Figs. 2 and 3 are side
elevationsshowing the rest in other positions.

The device is simple and consists substan-
tially of three portions; a body-support A, a
back-support B, and a head-rest C. - The body-
support consists of two side pieces 1 upon
which aresecured ecross-piecesorslats 2. The
lower ends of the side pieces 1 are slightly
curved asshown at 3, thus rendering the lower
portion of the body-support comfortable to a .
person’s back. The upper ends of the side
pieces 1 are upheld by supports 4, which are
secured thereto, and which are preferably set
at substantially right angles to the side pieces
1. These supports 4 serve to hold the side
pieces of the body support or portion A in a
sloping. or inclined position. The angle of
inclination may-be varied as desired, but it
is preferably about thirty-five degrees. To
the lower ends of the supports 4 are pivoted
the lower ends of the side pieces5 of the back-
rest or support B. The back-rest consists of
side pieces 5 and cross pieces or slats 6 and is
of substantially the same construction as the
body-support A. The lower ends of the side
pieces 5 of the back-rest are also convexly
curved as shown at 7 in order that the lower
portion of the said back rest may be comfort-
, ) The side pieces
5 of the back-rest may be varied in length as

desired but I prefer to make them substan-
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tially the same length as the side pieces 1 of
the body-support, so that when the back rest
is in a vertical or substantially vertical posi-
tion the top thereof will project upwardly
some distance above the highest portion of

the body-support. To the top of the side .

pieces 5 of the back-rest is secured one end
of the head rest C, which latter consists of
side pieces 8 and cross pieces or slats 9, the
construction of said head rest being substan-
tially the same as that of the body and back-
rests. The sides 8 of the head-rest are pref-
erably straight and are provided at their free
ends with notches 10 forming hooks, as shown,

‘which are adapted to engage with a cross-bar

11 which extendsbetween the upper ends of
the side pieces 1 of the body-support. The
side pieces 8 of the head-rest being somewhat
nearer together than are the side pieces 1 of
the body-support, the hooked ends of the side-
pieces 8 of the head-rest will engage with the
cross bar 11 inside the side pieces 1 of the
body-support as shown in Fig. 1. The head
rest C is pivoted to the top of the back-rest
B preferably by means of a bar 12 which ex-
tends between the upper ends of the side
pieces 5 of the back-rest as shown, and in a
like manner the back-rest is pivoted to the
lower ends of the supports 4 of the body-rest
by means of the cross bar 13.

By placing the notehes 10 in engagement
with the ceross-bar 11, the device assumes the
form shown in Fig. 1 and in this form fur-
nishes a comfortable rest for supporting the
body at a slight inclination and holding the
head in a slightly raised position relatively
to the body. Should it be desired to support
the person using the rest mcre nearly in a

sitting posture, and without a support for the.

head, the device may be simply turned
around so as to bring the back-support or rest
B into position to support the back of the in.
valid or person using the rest. Generally,
however, this portion of the rest will be used
in the positions shown in Figs. 2and 3. For
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the purpose of holding the back-rest B in the -

position shown inFig. 2, the side pieces 5 there-
of areeach provided with pivoted hook bars 14.

Preferably two of these hook bars are em-.

ployed in order to strengthen the device and
firmly support the back-rest. A hook-bar 14

is pivoted to each of the side pieces5, pref-
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erably inside the same, and the free end of
the said hook bar is provided with a noteh
15 forming a hook adapted to engage the
cross-bar 11 which extends between the upper
ends of the side pieces 1. By throwing these
hook bars into engagement with the eross bar
the baek-rest is held in the position shown in
Fig. 2, or at an angle of about eighty degrees.
When the back rest is in this position, the
head-rest may be set so as to projectin aline
therewith, as shown in Fig. 2, by means of a
brace 16 which is hinged or pivoted on the
rear side of one of the slats 9 of the head rest,
and is provided at the other end thereof with
the hook 17 for engaging an eye 18 set in a
piece 19 which is secured to the rear side of
the central cross bars or slats 2 of the body-
support as shown in Fig. 1, said piece 19 being
parallel with and preferably midway between
the side pieces 1. The piece 19 is preferably
of a sufficient length to accommodate two or
more eyes 18 so that by shifting the brace 16
from one of these eyes to the other the head-
rest may be set at different angles of inclina-
tion. Since the piece 19 in which the eyes 18
are set is secured to the lower side of the
cross pieces 2 of the body-portion, the eyes 18
need not project above the upper surfaces of
the said cross pieces 2. The brace 16 may be
hinged as shown to the head-rest Cor may be
secured thereto in any other equivalent man-
ner, as by a hook and eye, or by two eyes,
and if secured by a hook and eye, it may be
detached when not inuse. The hook-bars 14
when not in use may be moved on their piv-
ots out of the way into a position parallel
with the side pieces § to which they are piv-
oted. If it is desired to change the angle of
inclination so that the person using the rest
may be supported at an angle of about sev-
enty degrees, this may be done by simply
raising the hook-bars 14 out of engagement
with the bar 11 and swinging them outof the
way, thus allowing the back-rest B to fall
back into contact with the upper ends of the
side pieces 1 of the body support A, as shown
in Fig. 3. The brace 16 of the head-rest may
then be moved out of engagement with the
uppermost of the eyes 18 and into engage-
ment with the lowermost eye, thus setting
the head-rest in the position shown in Fig. 5.

By the use of thisdevice an invalid, or per-
son confined to a bed, may be comfortably
supported from the lower portion of the back
to the head and held in various postures,
from one which is only slightly raised from
the horizontal position, to one which is sub-
stantially upright. The form of those por-
tions of the device which come in contact
with the lower portion of the back is rounded
to contribute to the comfort of the person
using the rest.

Tt will be obvious that instead of the eross
pieces 2, 6 and 9-a continuous cover or strip
of wood or other suitable material might be
employed. The cross-pieces are, however,
deemed preferable because by employing
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them the rest may be made lighter and less
expensive without impairing its utility. It
is also clear that the number of cross-pieces
employved is not essential, so long as a suffi-
cient number are employed to properly sup-
port the clothing or other material which is
placed on the rest. The material of which
the rest is made may also be varied, in whole
or in part, and the cross pieces may be made
of material which will yield or spring. I do
not therefore desire to limit my invention in
any of these partienlars.

‘What I claim is— .

1. The rest for invalids, &e.,comprising the
sloping body-support, the back-support joined
at its lower end to the said body-support, and
adapted tobe moved toward and from the up-
per end of the latter, the head-rest joined to
the upper portion of the back-support and
adapted to be turned down against the slop-
ing body-support,substantially as set forth.

2. A rest for invalids, &e., comprising the
sloping body-support having a fixed angle of
inelination, the back-supportlocated adjacent
to the most elevated portion of the body sup-
port and pivoted at its lower end to the said
body-support, and means for securing said
back support at different inclinations, sub-
stantially as set forth.

8. The rest for invalids, &c., comprising the
slopingbody-support, the back-support joined
at its lower end to the said body-supportand
adapted to be swung toward and from the up-
per end of the latter, the head-rest joined at
one end to the upper portion of the back-sup-
port and adapted to be turned down against
the sloping body-support when desired, and
means for holding at the desired inclination
the connected back-support and head - rest
when the latter is extended, substantially as
set forth.

4. Therestfor invalids, &c., comprising the
sloping body-support, the back-support joined
at its lower end tothesaid body-support, the
hook bars whereby the upper end of the back-
support may be held away from the body-sup-
port when required, the head-rest joined at
one end tothe upper portion of the back-sup-
port and adapted to be turned down against
the sloping body-support and engaged with
the latter and the brace whereby the connect-
ed back-support and head-rest may be held
at the desired inclination when the head-rest
is extended, substantially as described,

5. Therest for invalids, &e., comprising the
sloping body-support A, having the lower end
thereof curved, the back-rest B pivoted there-
to, the head-rest ‘C pivoted to said back-rest,
and means for securing said back-rest and
head-rest in desired positions, substantially
as set forth.

6. Therestfor invalids, &ec., comprising the
sloping body-portion A, the back-rest B lo-
cated adjacent to the most elevated portion
of the said body portion and pivoted at its
lower end to said body portion and having its
lower end convexly eurved, and means for se-
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curing said back-restin desired position with
reference to said body-support,substantially
as set forth. » ,

7. Therest for invalids, &e., comprising the
sloping body-portion curved at its lower end,
the back-rest also curved at its lower end and
pivoted thereat to said body-portion, thehead
rest C pivoted to the upper end of said back-
rest, hook-bars on said back-rest for engaging

the upper portion of said body-support, and 1o
a brace for said head-rest, substantially as set

-1 forth,

Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses. '
JOHN E. PLUMMER.
-Witnesses:
PARKER WHITE,
HeNRY N. BISSELL.




