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To all whom it may concern:

"Be it known that we, JACOB KESSLER and
Davip R. NELSON, citizens of the United
States, residing at Knoxville, in the county of
Knox and State of Tennessee, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Can-
Openers; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to can-openers, and
more particularly to that elass of can-openers
in which a pivoting-arm is adapted to punct-
ure the top of the can and the cutting means
rendered adjustable, so asto adapt the opener
for cans of different sizes.

It has also for its object to provide a can-
opener which is simple of construction and
can be conveniently and easily operated, and
in which the ecutting-knife is located upon the
handle in such position as to secure the most
advantageous results in the operation of the
device.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing
and such other objects as may be made to ap-
pear, the invention consists in the construc-
tion and also in the arrangement of parts, all
as hereinafter more particularly deseribed
and then sought to be specifically defined by
the claims, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part hereof, and
in which—

Figure 1is a perspective of the can-opener,
showing its application for use. Fig. 2isa
bottom perspective of the same; and Fig. 3is
a side elevation, showing in dotted lines the
parts adjusted for acan of less diameter than
that illustrated.

In the drawings, the numeral 1 designates
a pivoting-arm provided atits outer end with
an angular puncturing- point 2, which is
adapted to be inserted in the center of the
top of the can to centrally pivot the arm 1.
On this arm slides a handle 3, which is pro-
vided with an obliquely-set cutting-knife 4
and a depending lug 5, which lug is adapted
to bear against the outer periphery or side of
the can during the cutting operation.. The
handle is cut away at eachend, as at 6, so that
the pivoting-arm may pass through the handle
beneath the level of the upper surface there-
of, and the under side of the handleis open,
as shown at 7 in Fig. 2, so that the fingers of
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the hand in gragping the handle may come
into contact with the pivoting-arm,so as to
control and limit the movement of the handle
on the arm when the handle and its knife are
being adjusted to cans of different diameter.
The movement of the sliding handle on the
arm is limited by the stops 8 placed in each
end of the arm so asto abut againstthe body
of the handle in the movement thereof on
the arm. The inner face of the handle is
provided with an inclined offset 9 formed
with a dovetailed groove 10, in which the
knife 4 is secured. This knife isalsoformed
with a dovetailed rear portionandhas a suit-

able aperture 11 through its body into which

a screw 12 may pass to secure the knife in
place in the groove. Any other securing
means may be used, however, if found de-
sirable. By this construction the knife is
presented obliquely to the top surface of the
can to be cut and a very much easier and de-
sirable cutting of the can-top effected.

The can-opener is applied for use by punct-

uring the center of the can with the point 2-

and then sliding the handle of the pivoting-
arm until the depending lug upon the handle
bears against the outer periphery of the side
of the can, when the knife will be préssed into
the surface of the can and the opener rotated
so as to cut away the top of the can circum-
ferentially. By pressing the depending lug
against the side of the can the line of cut of
the knife is held regular in its distance from
the edge of the can, and thetopis neatly and
readily removed. _

Having described this invention and set
forth its merits, what is claimed is—

In a can opener, the combination with the
pivoting arm provided with a puncturing
point, of a sliding handle through which said
arm extends, stops located on said arm at the
opposite ends thereof tolimit the movement of
the sliding handle, a knife located on said
handle obliquely to the length thereof, and a
depending lug on said handle to the rear of
said knife, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we affix our signas
tures in presence of two witnesses.

JACOB KESSLER.
DAVID R. NELSON.

Witnesses:
Sam. T, Hovr,
E. D. KEELEY,
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