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57) ABSTRACT 
Apparatus for playing a game, in which domino-like 
members are arranged in abutted relationship by 
matching a visible symbol on one member with a visi 
ble symbol on another member, consists of a set of 
domino-like members each having two parts, each 
part bearing a visible symbol and mating elements in 
dividual to the symbol borne by the part whereby dur 
ing the game the correctness of matching is checked 
by whether the mating elements of the two matched 
parts will cooperate. One part has mating elements on 
three sides. 

1 Claim, 2 Drawing Figures 
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DOMNO-LIKE GAME PIECES 

The present invention relates to games in which 
domino-like members are arranged in abutted relation 
ship by matching a visible symbol on one member with 
a visible symbol on another member. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
game which is both interesting and instructional. 
According to the present invention there is provided 

apparatus for playing a game in which domino-like 
members are arranged in abutted relationship by 
matching a visible symbol on one member with a visible 
symbol on another member, the apparatus comprising 
a set of domino-like members each comprising a first 
part bearing one of a first set of visible symbols and a 
second part bearing one of a second set of visible sym 
bols, male and female mating means being provided on 
the first and second parts, each such mating means 
being individual to the symbol borne by that part and 
complementary to the mating means individual to the 
correctly associated symbol of the other set whereby 
when the first part of one domino-like member is 
brought together with the second part of another domi 
no-like member bearing a visible symbol that correctly 
matches the visible symbol on the first part of the first 
mentioned domino-like member, the male and female 
mating means on the said parts co-operate to allow the 
parts to be placed in abutted relationship whereas if the 
visible symbols are not correctly matched the male and 
female mating means do not co-operate and the abut 
ted relationship of the parts cannot be achieved. 
Advantageously, the co-operation of the mating 

means of two correctly matched parts interlocks the 
two parts so as to prevent their accidental separation. 

In one form of the invention the male and female 
mating means comprise respectively complementary 
shaped projections and sockets there being a different 
shape of projection and socket for each matching pair 
of visible symbols. 

In a preferred form of the invention, the first set of 
symbols consists of different numbers of pips, i.e. one 
pip, two pips, three pips, etc. and the second set of sym 
bols of different numbers of representations of animals, 
i.e. one cat, two cats, three cats, etc. For variety, the 
second set may also include representations of other 
animals in addition to those of cats, e.g. elephants, 
seals, pigs, etc. 
Embodiments of the invention will now be described 

by way of example with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of some of a first set of domino 

like members, and 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of one of a second set of domi 

no-like members. 
The domino-like members 11a to 11 f shown in FIG. 

1 are rectangular in plan and the upper face of each 
one is divided into a first part 12 and a second part 13. 
The first part 12 bears, as a visible symbol 12', a num 
ber of pips and the second part 13, as a visible symbol 
13', a number of representations of animals, such as 
pigs, cats, seals or elephants. The visible symbols 12' 
make up a first set of visible symbols and the visible 
symbols 13' a second set of visible symbols. The first 
part 12 of a member 11 is to be matched with a second 
part 13 of another member that bears the same number 
of animals as there are pips on the part 12. Thus, as 
seen in FIG. 1, the first part 12a of a member 11a bears 
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2 
two pips 12' and is abutted against the second part 13c 
of a member 11c that bears two seals 13". The second 
part 13a of the member 11a bears five cats 13' and 
against this part is abutted the first part 12b of a mem 
ber 11b that bears five pips 12'. The remaining mem 
bers 11d, e and fare similarly arranged as can be seen 
in F.G. 1. 
Each first part 12 is formed with three female mating 

means, one on each of its sides. Each female mating 
means consists of a pair of slots 14 the shape of which 
is individual to the number of pips borne by that first 
part. 
Each second part 13 is formed at its end remote from 

the first part 12, with a male mating means consisting 
of two projections 15. The shape of the projections 15 
of any particular part 13 is individual to the number of 
animals borne on that part and is complementary to the 
shape of the slots 14 that are formed on a first part 12 
that bears the same number of pips. Thus, all first parts 
12 that bear two pips will have slots 14 of the shape 
shown at 14a and this shape is complementary to the 
shape of the projections 15 on all second parts 13 that 
bear two animals, e.g. the shape of the projections 15c. 
As the first parts 12 are provided with female mating 
means 14 on each of their three free edges, the mem 
bers 11 can be abutted both end-to-end, i.e. as 11a and 
.11b in FIG. 1 and end-to-end, i.e. as 11a and 11d in 
FIG. 1, thus enabling a visually pleasing array of mem 
bers to be built up in many interesting patterns. 
As can be seen in FIG. 1, the shapes of the slots 14 

and projections 15 are such that when the latter are 
lodged in the former, they can only be removed by 
moving one member perpendicularly out of the plane 
of the other. This ensures that, once two members are 
correctly abutted, they cannot be accidentally sepa 
rated, which is advantageous if they are to be used by 
children. 

It will be appreciated that pips and representations of 
animals are only examples of the many different visible 
symbols that can be used. In general, the sets may be 
made up of pairs of any symbols that have an associa 
tion. In another form of the invention, not shown in the 
drawings, the first parts carry simple sums, for example 
3 + 3, or 5 - 3, or 2 X 4, or 10 - 5, while the second 
parts carry the answers to these sums, e.g. 6, 2, 8 and 
2. Thus, the sets of domino-like members can be used 
to teach the association of any two ideas or values that 
can be represented by a visible symbol on the members. 
The teaching capacity of the apparatus of the inven 

tion is greatly enhanced by the fact that it is self 
checking, i.e. if a wrong matching is attempted, the two 
members cannot be abutted. An example of a teaching 
use of the apparatus is the form in which one set of visi 
ble symbols are nouns, e.g. cat, house, car and then are 
matched with a second set consisting of representations 
of the articles named in the first set. 
A further form of the invention, shown in FIG. 2 of 

the drawings, differs from that described above in the 
form of the mating means. In this further form, the first 
part 12 of each of the members 11 is provided at its free 
end with a pair of pegs 15, constituting male mating 
means, and the second part 13 with three pairs of aper 
tures 14 (only two of which pairs can be seen in FIG. 
2), consituting female mating means, the location and 
spacing of the pegs 15 and apertures 14 being individ 
ual to the figure or number of representations respec 
tively shown on the part. Thus, the pegs 15 shown in 
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FIG. 2 will fit only in the apertures 14 of a first part 13 
of another member that bears the numeral 2. 

In an alternative form, not shown in the drawings, the 
mating means are constituted by single pegs and aper 
tures, having a selection of different cross-sectional 
shapes individual to the pairs of visible symbols. 

I claim: 
1. Apparatus for playing a game in which domino 

like members are arranged in abutted relationship by 
matching a visible symbol means on one member with 
a visible symbol on another member, said apparatus 
comprising: 
a set of rectangular domino-like members comprising 
a first part bearing one of a set of first visible sym 
bol means, which first symbol means each consist 
of one of a group of numbers represented in a par 
ticular manner, and a second part bearing one of a 
set of second visible symbol means, which second 
symbol means each consist of one of the same 
group of numbers represented in a particular man 
ner that is different from the manner of the first 
symbol means; 
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4. 
male and female interlocking nating means provided 
on said first and second parts, at least one of the 
parts of each member bearing mating means on all 
three of its edges, each mating means being individ 
ual to the symbol means borne by that part and 
complementary in shape to the shape of the mating 
means individual to the symbol of the other set that 
represents the same number, whereby when the 
first part of one domino-like member is brought to 
gether with the second part of another domino-like 
meber bearing a visible symbol means that repre 
sents the same number that is represented by the 
visible symbol means on the first part of the first 
mentioned domino-like member, the male and fe 
male mating means on the said parts cooperate to 
allow the parts to be placed in abutted relationship 
and to interlock them in that relationship, whereas 
if the visible symbol means do not represent the 
same number the male and female mating means 
do not cooperate and the abutted relationship of 
the parts cannot be achieved. 
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