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This invention relates to holding devices, and 
more especially to a holder for Wenetian binds 
and the like. 
An object of the invention is to provide a sim 

ple inexpensive device for holding in closed or 
drawn position a Venetian blind, to prevent it 
from flapping in the wind. 
Another object is to provide such a device which 

will stretch the blind slightly downwardly to ap 
ply tension Over the whole blind. 
A further object is to provide a blind holder 

that can be applied to and disconnected from the 
blind almost instantly. 
A still further object is to provide such a device 

with means for universal and ready positioning 
to any window Sill, and adaptable to fit blinds 
of different widths. 

All these and other objects as suggested here 
below, are attained by the means now to be de 
Scribed, and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, in which 

Figure is a side perspective view, partly in 
CrOSS-Section, of a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, shown in position on the sill, and af 
fixed to one end of the blind's lower slat, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the lower por 
tion of a Venetian blind, and indicating the place 
ment of the holding means on both ends of the 
lower Slat. 
And Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the device of 

Fig. 1. 
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Like numerals refer to like parts throughout 
the Several ViewS. 
The complete device, of which two are needed 

to hold the complete blind against flapping, is 
shown considerably enlarged in the drawing. For 
instance, there is shown a latch pin f2, which 
in use may comprise a steel pin some one-eighth 
inch in diameter; other dimensions would gener 
ally correspond. 

Pin f2 has an operating knob if on its outer 
end, and its opposite end terminates in an en 
larged ball portion 4, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 
and 3. 
The support pin 18 has preferably a wood-screw 

threaded and pointed lower end portion 9 adapt 
ed to be screwed into position at either end of 
the upper surface of the window sill 2. Its 
upper end has suitable means for connecting to 
the end of a spiral spring, such as an internally 
recessed pin 20. 
Member 8 is the support for a sliding sleeve 

member 5, which overlies its upper end portion, 
as clearly shown, and which terminates in the 
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in Which latch pin f2 is laterally and slidably 
mounted. Immediately below the pin f2 is a 
spring-holding pin 7 extending through sleeve 
f5. A spiral spring 6, largely distended or Con 
densed when in operative position, is positioned 
loosely within sleeve 5, its upper hook portion 
6a held by pin , and its lower hook portion 

f 6b centrally held by pin 20. Thus latch pin 
2 is urged downwardly by Spring f6 compress 

ing and drawing its supporting sleeve telescop 
ingly downward toward windowsill 2. 

Latch pin f2 is positioned in its loose hole in 
sleeve 5 so a major portion of its length extends 
between its support and the ball end 4. A spiral 
spring 3 loosely surrounds this pin portion, its 
outer end abutting the ball 4 and its opposite end 
engaging sleeve-casing portion 5a; to mount this 
spring in such position, the ball end 4, for in 
stance, may be a separate piece threaded into 
latch pin 2, this obvious feature not being dis 
closed. When in operative position, this spring 
3 is largely sprung outwardly or extended, as 
shown. 
The typical Venetian blind comprises a lower 

sat 22, and a plurality of upper slats 24 (a por 
tion of one only being shown), and a pair of 
spaced flexible straps 23 to hold all the slats in 
spaced relation and by which they may be tilted 
to open or closed position. A semi-spherical re 
cess is formed in the center of each end of lower 
slat 22, adapted to pivotally retain the outer end 
portion of balls 4. This recess is numbered 22d. 
To install the invention, a pair of the holding 

devices are screwed in the window sill just below 
the ends of the blinds, and such that balls f4 
will engage recesses 22a and be held therein, yet 
permitting latch pin (2 to be withdrawn by means 
of knob i? to disengage the blind, as to raise it. 
Spring 6 tends to urge balls 4 on latch pins 2 
downwardly to a position somewhat below the 
free-hanging position of slat 22 and recesses 22a, 
so it is first necessary to pull up on knob to 
extend spring f6 to align the ball in its hole; also 
to pull outwardly or to the right and so to com 
press spring 3. When released, ball 4 springs 
into recess 22a and then spring 6 contracts 
to stretch the whole blind downwardly, and thus 
hold it securely, as against flapping or accidental 
derangement. 

Having now described the invention, what is 
claimed as new, and for which Letters Patent 
of the United States is desired, is: . . . 

1. In a Venetian blind, means for holding its 
free-hanging portion against excess movement, 

sleeve's upper end in a pierced casing portion 15a, including spring-retained holders removably en 



2 
gaging both ends of a Slat in Said portion, and 
dual means thereon for both resiliently clamping 
the slat between the holders and also resiliently 
forcing it downwardly. 

2. A holder for a Wenetian blind or the like 
having a recess in each end thereof, comprising 
a threaded support pin adapted to Screw into 
the window sill near each end of the blind, and 
releasable spring-retained pivotal means asso 
ciated with said pin for engaging said recesses to 
urge the blind downWardly. 

3. The invention as in claim 2, including a 
telescoping sleeve surrounding the Support pin 
and attached thereto by a spiral spring, a knob 
ended latch pin laterally slidable in the upper 
end of the support pin and having also a slat-en 
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gaging ball end, and a spiral Spring between the 
ball and the Support to urge the ball away from 
the Support. 

4. In combination, a pin, a WOOd. Screw on One 
end thereof and spring-attaching means on the 
other end, a telescoping sleeve Overlying the up 
per portion of the pin and connected thereto by 
a contained spiral spring, and a latch pin later 
ally movable across the upper end of the sleeve, 
and having a ball-shaped slat-engaging end and 
an opposite end with finger-engaging means, and 
a spiral Spring Surrounding the latch pin between 
the ball and the sleeve and adapted to move the 

... ball away from the sleeve. 
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