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My invention relates to improvements in
wire lath brackets particularly adapted for
securing wire lath to the walls ete. of stuceo
structures in outstanding relation thereto,
although also useful for other purposes; and
one of the objects:'of the invention is the
provision of -a bracket for the purpose men-
tioned, formed of a strip of flat metal having
its ends fixedly secured to spaced portions of
the lath and having intermediate portions
off-set from the plane of the lath, said in-
termediate portions supporting a securing
post arranged to receive a separately ap-
plied nail adapted for binding the bracket
against the wall; a further object is the pro-
vision of a securing post of tubular form
having a concavo-convex head provided with
a nail opening the latter adapted for receiv-
ing the fastening nail; a still further object
is to provide the bracket after forming with
a coating of metal to add rigidity to the
comparatively thin metal from which the
bracket is preferably constructed.

With the foregoing and still further ob-
jects and purposes in view which will ap-
pear as the description proceeds, my inven-
tion resides in the combination and arrange-
ment of parts and in the details of construc-

" tion hereinafter described and claimed, it
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being understood that changes in the precise
embodiments of “the invention herein dis-
closed can be made within the scope of what
is claimed without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

In the accompanying drawings—

Figure 1 is a face view of a strip of wire’

lath with two of my improved brackets at-
tached ‘thereto, secured to a portion of the
wall of a stucco structure; ,

Figure 2 is .an “enlarged view approxi-
mately on line 2—2’ of Fig. 13

Figure 8 is a face or top plan view of one
of the brackets attached to a. fragmental
portion of the lath, the fastening mail be-
ing omitted;

Trigure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view
of one of the brackets: '

Figure 5 is a view on line 5—b5" of Fig.
3, of the bracket detached from the lath;

Figure 6 is a view on line 6—6” of Fig. 2;

Figure 7 is a view on line 7"—7" of Fig.
2; and

Figure 8 shows a strip of sheet metal from
which the preferred form of the bracket is
consiriicted.

Referring to the drawings in- detail,
throughout which like reference characters
designate like parts: :

The numerals 1, 2 and 3, designate the
sub-sheathing, swire lath, and the present
improved brackets, réespectively. '

The sub-sheathing 1, which in the present
instance comprisés boards secured across the
face of the frame timbers ete. forming the
wall of a stucco structure adapted to receive
a coating of stucco composition, is prefer-
ably provided, prior to-the application of
the wire lath, with a covering of water
proofing building paper 1’ to prevent water
or moisture. penetrating the stucco material

from passing to the woodwork of the struc-
ture. - This application of the building paper

is, however, optional, the Jath 2 being ap-
plicable directly to the sub-sheathing 1, if so
preferred, and the designations “backing”
or “stucco backing” or “backing 1, 1’ or
“stucco backing 1, 1’”, when hereinafter ap-
pearing shall designate any sub-sheathing or
other suitable support for. the wire lath,
whether or not it is provided with: building
paper. : : .

The wire lath 2 may be formed in:units
of any suitable widths and lengths. T have

found by practice that when made up in

units or strips three feet wide and twenty-

five feet long, it provides a bundle when

rolied up, that:is convenient to transport as
well as convenient to handle for application
to the wall of a structure.  The meshes 4
may be of such dimensions as found best
suited for the work to be performed. A
lath having ‘meshes about: one inch in diam-
eter measured across from one to the other
of the inter-twisted - portions 6, has been
found: to provide ample foundaten or rein-
forcement for the stueco composition. gen-
erally applied in stueco construction.  How--
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ever, if preferred, lath having either smaller-

or:iarger meshes may be employed.
The brackets 3 are formed of an oblong

100

strip ‘of flat ‘metal and comprise, each, an '

intermediate securing post 8, which consists
in" general of 'a hollow c¢ylinder having a
concaved annular head 8” provided with a
central nail opening 9. The lower portien
of the post is slotted on opposite sides there~
by dividing said lower portion in a pair of
opposed arcuated side limbs 10, the side mar-
oing ‘of which converge and intersect in the
form of ‘srches below the head 8. The
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lower ends of the side limbs 10 terminate in
a pair of opposed outwardly extending sup-
porting feet 11, the outer ends of which ter-
minating in- upwardly extending lath sup-
ports 12, which have their free ends formed
into loops 13, bent around an adjacent pair
of the inter-twisted portions 6.

The feet 11 seat flat-against the. backing
1, 1/, and support the lath supports 12, the
latter supporting the lath 2 in spaced rela-
tion to the backing.

The post 8 receives a fastening nail 14
through the opening 9, which nail 1s adapted
to be driven in. the backing 1, 1’ until its
head 15 seats against the post head 8" and
the feet 11 seat against said backing.

The opening 9 is preferably made large
enough relative to the nail 14, so that the
latter when inserted therein may be tilted or
inclined in any direction-relative to the axis
of the post 8, whereby the nail may be em-
ployed as a lever for drawing the lath taut
at the same time that it is employed for
securing. the bracket to the backing 1, 1".
When the nail is used for drawing the lath
taut, it is projected in the opening 9 and its
upper end inclined in a direction opposite to
that in which it is desired to draw the lath.
In this position it is given a slight tap with
the hammer to project its point a short dis-
tance in the backing, after which the second
and final taps of the hammer are directed
against the nail in such a manner as to cause
it to right itself and draw the lath over with
it and to be further projected into the back-
ing until the head 14 engages the post head
8 and binds the bracket agamnst said
backing.

The wire lath 2 may be drawn-or stretched
in"any direction in the plane thereof, by tilt-
ing or inclining the securing nail in the op-
posite direction and then
manner above described.

The lath supports 12 hold the lath 2 in
permanent. spaced relation to the backing
1, 1, and the upper end of the post 8 is
preferably disposed substantially in the

‘plane of the lath, whereby the nail head 14

may be engaged by the hammer for driving
it home'in the backing, without danger of

.-the hammer engaging and bending one or
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more of the wires of the lath adjacent there-
to, which would be likely to occur if the head
had to be driven below the lath. ;

The general cylindrical form of the post
8, together with the concavity of the head
8’, provides the post with the necessary ri-
gidity to normally resist any accidental ex-
cessive blows struck the nail when' driving it
home in the stucco backing for securing the
bracket ~thereagainst, without crushing.
The concaveness of the head 8" also greatly

. facilitates entering the nail in the opening
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9 ‘disposed substantially centrally in said

head. The brackets 3, which are for eco-

riving it in the.
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nomic reasons constructed of comparatively
thin sheet metal, are preferably reinforced
and stiffened by providing them after being
formed, with a coating of metal by immers-
ing them in heat molten metal comprising
principally zinc.

The brackets are intended to be secured to
the lath at the factory and to form a unit
therewith and the lath marketed with the
brackets thus attached.

The brackets may be disposed at such in-
tervals along on the lath as found best suited
to the work to be performed. I have found
in practice that spacing themabout eight
inches apart. provides ample spacing and
fastening for the general type of wire lath
usually employed for stucco construction.

While I prefer to attach the brackets to
the lath by means of the loops 13, it is to be
understood that the supports 12 may be
otherwise attached thereto, for instance, by
spot-welding them electrically to the inter-
twisted portions 6, or the like. ’ :

To attach the lath to the backing 1,17, it
is simply necessary to provide ordinary nails
and drive same through the openings 9 in
the post heads 8 into the backing. - After
the application of the lath to the wall, the

.stucco composition (not shown) is prefer-

ably applied by spreading it on the backing
and on and around the lath and brackets,
until a stucco coating of suitable thickness
is obtained.

I claim:

1. In means for securing wire lath, a. W-
shaped bracket formed of a strip of flat
metal and having looped ends and arranged
to be secured by said ends to spaced portions
of said lath, intermediate means off-set from
the plane of said lath, said means integrally
connected to a securing post, the upper end
of said post adapted to be engaged by the
head of a cooperable nail driven through
?aid post-for securing: the bracket to a sur-
face. =

2. In means for securing wire lath to a
support, a W-shaped bracket formed of a
strip of flat metal and having spaced ends
attached to spaced members of said lath and
having an intermediate portion off-set from
the plane of the lath, and means integral
with said portion, said last named means ar-
ranged to support the head of a cooperable
nail substantially in the plane of the lath.:

3. Means for securing wire lath to a sup-
port, comprising, an integral W-shaped ele-
ment, opposite ends of said element secured
to strands of said lath, an intermediate
member of said element arranged to receive
a nail adapted to be driven in said support
for securing said element there-against.

. 4."In a bracket for the purpose set forth, a
substantially tubular securing post, opposed
web portions at one-end thereof adapted to
seat against a support, the opposite end of
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said post having a concaved head provided
with an opening, said opening adapted to
receive a separately applied nail adapted to
be projected in said support for securing the
bracket thereagainst, said bracket adapted to
support wire lath in spaced relation to said
support.

-~ 5. A bracket for the purpose set forth,

“comprising a substantially tubular and cen-

trally disposed securing post having a head
at its upper end and having its lower end
bifurcated thereby forming a pair of op-
posed arcuated side limbs terminating in
oppositely extending supporting feet, the
outer ends of the lafter terminating in up-
wardly projecting lath supports having their
free ends secured to spaced portions of wire
lath, said post arranged to receive a sepa-
rately applied nail for securing the bracket
to a surface. '

6. Means for securing wire lath to a sup-
port in spaced relation thereto, comprising,
a strip of flat metal bent flat-wise to form
generally a W-shaped element embodying
two end loops bent around spaced inter-
twisted portions of said lath, an interme-
diate loop the apex of which disposed sub-
stantially in the plane of said-lath substan-
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tially equidistant from said end loops, the
opposite end of said intermediate loop hav-
ing oppositely extending web portions, and
connections between the latter and said end
loops, said apex arranged to recelve a sep-
arately applied nail for attaching said means
to a support.

7. In ‘means of the character described,
a bracket having opposite ends fixedly at-
tached to spaced portions of wire lath and
having a portion intermediate said ends. dis-
posed out of the plane of said lath, said last
named portion supporting a vertical spac-
ing member with its lower end attached to

said intermediate portion and its upper end.

lying in a plane parallel with said lath.
8. In means of the character described,

a bracket having opposite ends fixedly at-.

tached to spaced portions of wire lath and
having a portion intermediate said ends dis-
posed out of the plane of said lath, said last
named portion supporting a vertical perfo-
rated spacing member ‘with its lower end
attached to said intermediate portion and its
upper end lying in a plane parallel with said
lath. :

GEORGE F. VOIGHT.
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