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This invention relates to bottle neck carriers, and more 
particularly to devices for carrying a plurality of pack 
ages of groups of bottles, such as six-packs or eight-packs 
or the like. 
The bottle packs to be carried are generally box-like 

cartons each having an upstanding central partition with 
transverse partitions on each side thereof forming bottle 
pockets. The portion of the central partition above the 
transverse partition is provided with a hand hold slot. 
For carrying a pair of such cartons, it has been proposed 
to provide a tubular handle member with a wire there 
through having divergent legs at each end forming loops 
to hook under the respective hand hold slots of the pair. 
However, this expedient is expensive, cumbersome for 
handling and packaging, and the rigid wire construction 
may cause discomfort to the hand. 
The main objects of the present invention are there 

fore to avoid these disadvantages, and to provide an in 
expensive, comfortable, and convenient carrier for bottle 
CartonS. 
According to the present invention, the carrying handle 

comprises flexible material having a central hand grip 
portion and a bottle engaging portion at each end. Each 
end portion is inserted either inward or outward through 
a respective central portion hand hold slot into engage 
ment with the bottle in a pocket therebeyond to extend 
around at least a part of the neck of the bottle. The hand 
hold slots keep the bottle engaging portions down around 
the bottle necks when the central hand grip portion is 
raised to lift the pair of cartons. Preferably the bottle 
engaging portions are loops which are passed down over 
the top of the bottle onto the neck thereof. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an end elevation of a pair of bottle packs 

provided with a carrying handle according to the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the carrying handle shown 
in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a similar view of a modified form; 
FIG. 4 is a similar view of a further modification; 
FIG. 5 is a plan of a still further modification; and 
FIG. 6 is an elevation of the form shown in FIG. 5, 

but in doubled and assembled relation. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the box-like cartons each comprise 

a central upstanding partition 10, transverse partitions 
12, outer walls 14, and a bottom 16. These parts form 
pockets or cells for receiving respective bottles. The 
central partition 10 extends above the transverse parti 
tions 12 and the outer walls 14, and is provided with a 
hand hold slot 18. 
The carrying handle comprises a flexible material hav 

ing a central hand grip portion 20, with a loop 22 at each 
end. This preferred form is a one piece molded non 
metallic plastic strap. Each loop 22 is inserted outward 
through the hand hold slot 18 in its respective central 
portion, and passed down over the top of the bottle 24 in 
the pocket therebeyond, to encircle the neck of the bottle. 
The hand hold slots 18 keep the carrying handle loops 
22 down around the bottle necks when the central hand 
grip portion 20 is raised to lift the pair of cartons as a sort 
of hitch or sling. 

In the form shown in FIG. 3, the carrying handle 
comprises a long continuous band of filament or fiber 
such as cotton string, of one or more convolutions passing 
through a central hand grip tube 26 of relatively rigid 
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non-metallic material such as cardboard, forming the 
filament band into a loop 28 at each end. 

In the form shown in FIG. 4, the carrying handle 
comprises a cut length strip of non-metallic flexible sheet 
material having a central hand grip portion 30, and a cut 
slit 32 at each end to form the bottle neck receiving loop. 
The form shown in FIG. 5 is about twice as long as 

that shown in FIG. 4, and has transverse notches 34 cut 
in one end portion, and similar notches 35 in the other end 
facing in the opposite direction. When doubled into the 
band shown in F.G. 6, these notches overlap and interfit 
to form a continuous convolution with a central hand 
grip portion 37 and bottle neck receiving loops 38 at each 
end. 
The modifications shown in FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 may be 

parts of a continuous perforated ribbon or sheet, to be 
torn off therefrom as desired. 
What is claimed is: 
i. In combination with a pair of box-like bottle cartons 

each having upstanding central partitions with transverse 
partitions on each side thereof forming bottle pockets, 

said central partitions having respective hand hold 
slots therein and positioned in parallel side by side 
relation with their hand hold slots aligned, 

a carrying handle comprising flexible material having 
a central hand grip portion and a bottle engaging 
portion at each end, 

each bottle engaging portion being inserted through a 
respective central partition hand hold slot to engage 
a bottle in a pocket therebeyond to contact the neck 
of the bottle, 

said hand hold slots keeping said bottle engaging 
portions down around said bottle necks when said 
central hand grip portion is raised to lift the pair 
of cartons, 

and said bottle necks preventing withdrawal of said 
bottle engaging portions from said hand hold slots 
when said central hand grip portion is lifted. 

2. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said flexible material comprises a strap having cuts therein 
which permit formation of said bottle engaging portions 
into end loops by flexing. 

3. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said flexible material comprises at least one convolution 
of at least one filament of substantially uniform cross 
section, and said central hand grip portion comprises a 
tube of relatively rigid material surrounding said convo 
lution intermediate the ends thereof. 

4. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said flexible material is plastic of substantially uniform 
thickness having bottle engaging portions in the form of 
loops molded therein and closed at each end. 

5. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said flexible material comprises a doubled strap having 
transverse notches in opposite sides of opposite ends 
thereof to form a closed convolution. 

6. The combination as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said handle is a part of a continuous perforated member, 
to be torn off therefrom as desired. 
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