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o all whom it may concern: being then- ctirved toward the front end of
Be it known that I, THEODORE W. IVORY, | the casing and have their extremities formed

a citizen of the United States, residing at | with hools f, as shown in Fig. 2.
Glenwood, in the county of Mills and bta,te The curved spring C is entively free, hav-

5 of Towa, have invented certain new and use- | ing no bearings except at the head d and at 535
ful Improvements in Mail-Bag Locks, of which | the hooks J. The lower portions of the arms
the following is a full, elear, and exact de- | of the spring are cut away and the upper
seription, reference being had to the accom- | half thlckened at the center where the sides
panying drawings, forming part of this speci- | or walls ¢/ are adjacent to and parallel with

10 fication, i each other. This spring, in connection with 6o

Figure 1 represents-a plan view of my im- | the slotted and grooved projection W around
proved lock as it appearsin a locked position | the key-hole on the inside of the top plate of
on the mail-pouch. Iig. 2is a bottom plan ; the case, prevents any one from reaching the
view of the lock with the bottom or bed plate | spring C from the outside of the case except

_15 of the casing removed. Iig. 31is a view of a | with a properly-constructed key. Atall times 65
key suitable for unlocking the parts. Fig. 4 | except when the key isinserted and turned to
is & view of the metallic head or hasp. Fig. | release the hooks f from engagement with re-
5 is a gectional view on the line X X of I«lo cesgses 1 in the head or hasp D the parallel
2. Fig. 6 is a detail to be referred to. . sides or walls e’ of the spring C press against

20 My invention- relates to locks for mail- | the slotted and grooved projection W,where- 70
pouches; and it consists in the peculiar con- | by the arms of the spring C are held and the
structions and combinations of devices which | hooks f prevented from closing so as to ob-

I shall hereinafter fully describe and claim. | struct the free entry of the head or hasp D

To enable others skilled in the art to make | when it is desired to lock the pouch.

25 and use my invention, I will now describe the Astrap, D’, secured to the side of thepouch 75
same, and indicate the manner in which I : opposite to the casing B is designed to pass
carry the same out. over and close the mouth of the pouch, and

In the said drawings, A represents a suit- | said strap has riveted or otherwise secured to
able pouch designed for holding mail matter, | its free end the metallic head or hasp D, hav-

30 and B represents a casing which contains the | ing "a pointed end and provided in its sides 8o
operative parts of my lock, and is provided | with recesses »n for the reception of the hook
with pins ¢, which project from its lower sur- | portions f of the spring C, as T will hereinafter
faces and pass through the bottom or bed | disclose.
plate B’, and the material of which the pouch | A stud, g, cast with the casing B, projects

15 i constructed, and also through . a thin me- | downward from the top of the case orboxata 8s

© Tatlic plate, b, below the bed-plate, B/, and on | point between the key-hole and open end %

inside of pouch. This inner plate furnishes | of the casing, and said stud g has secured to

a surface on which to rivet or otherwise se- | it the rearends of suitable springs, F, the free

cure The free ends of the pins @. This inner | ends of which are curved outwardly and are
plate algy giver additional strength and af- | designed to bear against the pointed end of ac

{ords glditional security against Lhe foreible | the head or hasp D to eject said hasp through

femc\f&\ ef*the casing from the pouch. the open end of the casing when the hooked

“The Wmnersurface of one end of the casing | ends of the curved springs are forced apart

15 Thickened and provided with a dovetailed | and out of engagement with the recesses or

other greexe, ¢, in which isseated the head | sockets in the opposite sides of the head or 95

(.h&cq,n/ui spring C, the arms e of W}llch hasp.

are o Mmes With straight parallel walls ¢/ near The casing is preferably formed with a

£
O

theu ceilarfs, and adjacent to the key-stud | groove or guide, [, in which may be secured a
', which p1is u:ts upwardly from the bottom | card or tag indicating the place of destina-
50 or bed g QT,L ofthe casing, the said arms | tion of the pouch, and said case or box B’ is 100
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-into the open end of the casing.

W

provided in its uppersuriace with a key-hole,
m, to pérmit the insertion of the key-—such,
for instance, as shown in Fig. 4—and the un-
der side of the top of the case or box has a

slotted and grooved projection surrounding
the key-hole to protect said hole and insure

_the proper working of the key.
In operating my lock, if the pouch be open
and it is desired to close and lock it, the free

end of the strap D’ is passed over the mouth

of the pouch and the head or hasp D thrust
As the
pointed end of the head or hasp enters the
opening in the casing it strikes the curved
faces of the hooks f and forces the arms of
the spring C apart to permit the passage of
the head or hasp.. .

The point of the head or hasp after enter-
ing the casing passes between the free ends
of the springs or “bulfers” I and forces them
apart. At the same timethe hook portions of
the spring C spring into the recesses or sock-
ets » in the head or hasp and sccure the lat-
ter, thereby automatically locking the pouch.

The springs ¥, when the parts are in the
locked position shown in I'ig. 2, exert a press-
ure against the pointed end of the head or
hasp, andwhen the key is inserted and turned
its arms engage the walls ¢’ of the spring C
and force the hooked free ends of the spring
apart and out of engagement with the head
or hasp. The springs T then exert their

power to automatically eject the said heador
hasp through the open end of the casing,
thereby unlocking the pouch.

By rcason of the above construction T am

598,157

enabled to provide a mail-pouch with an au-
tomatic locking mechanism which is perma-
nently secured to the pouch. At the same time
the operative parts of the lock are of such a
simple nature that there is no liability of the
lock beinginjured in transmission from place
to place.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a mail-pouch hav-
ing the strap D’, provided with a metallic
pointed head having recesses formed in its
sides, of the casing B, permanently secured
to the pouch and having an opening in one
end, a curved spring secured at its center to
the casing and having its ends formed with
hooks for engaging the recessed sides of the
metallic head, whereby the latter is secured,
substantially as herein described.

2. The combination, with a mail-pouch hav-
ing the strap D’, provided with a recessed and
pointed metallic head or hasp, of a casing
having projecting pins for securing the cas-
ing permanently to the pouch, a curved spring
seeured in the casing and provided with
hooked ends adapted for automatic engage-
ment with metallic head, and the springs F
within the casing bearing against the inserted
head to automatically eject the same when
the locking mechanism is released, substan-
tially as herein described.

TIIEODORE W. IVORY.

Witnesses:

. STARBUCK,
B. ZEVELY.
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