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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, DANIEL D. STETLER, of
Minneapolis, in the county of Ottawa and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Compound Wire-
Fencing Tools; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use it, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, which form part
of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
compound wire-fencing tools; and it consists
in the construection and arrangement of the
parts, which will be fully described herein-
after, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

The object of my invention is to provide a
compound tool to be used in connection with
wire fences, which is capable of clasping the
wire tightly and of being used in the manner
of a lever for stretching the wires thereof, for
pulling staples or nails, and for cutting the
wire whenever desired, the implement being
very simple and cheap to manufacture.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of an implement embody-
ing my invention. Fig.2isa plan view show-
ing my implement in use for the purpose of
stretching wires. TFig. 3 is a detached per-
spective view of the handle having a short
jaw, Tig. 4 is a similar view of the handle
having a long jaw. »

A and B represent two handles, which are
of a suitable length, and which are pivotally
connected at a suitable point by means of a
pivotal bolt C. )

The handle B has a long jaw or projecting
portion a, which is provided with a vecess E,
forming a clamping-shoulder b, and the re-
cess receives the short jaw I of the handle A.
The front end of the small jaw H is formed
into an eccentric, which when the jaws are
closed together bears against the shoulder b.
By means of this construetion a fence-wire
can be tightly clasped between the outer cam-
shaped end of the short jaw H and the adja-
cent edge of the recess E, and then the ex-
tension ¢ of the part B is placed against the
side of the post, as illustrated in Fig. 2,and the
implement is pulled in thedirection indicated

by arrow in this figure, which will tighten the
wire, the implement acting as a lever, as will
be readily understood. In this manner an
operator can go from post to post and stretch
a wire that has become loose after the fence
has been constructed, or the implement can
be used for stretching the wire as the fence is
being constructed, as will be understood.

Formed in the outer edges or faces of the
jaw H and the projection d of the handle B
are the diagonal cross-grooves D, which have
their edges sharpened and are so placed that
when the handles are opened these slots or
grooves will be in a line, thus permitting the
insertion therein of a wire to be cut, when by
closing the handles the wire will be severed.

. The extension ¢ of thehandle B is provided
with a V-shaped recess F in its outer end, by
means of which it can be used for the purpose
of pulling nails or staples.

To facilitate the insertion of the edge of
the claws or oune of them under the head of a
nail or under a staple, I cut the prong at one
side of the said V-shaped recess, as shown at
G, thus sharpening it, and forming its inner
corner into a point, as will be seen.

From continued use the handles of the im-
plement are liable to become sprung slightly
and the adjacent edges of the short jaw H
and the recess E become worn, so that the said
edges will not tightly close upon the wire, and
in order to allow for both of these contingen-
ciesIleave a space between the inner edges of
the shoulderseand f of the respectivehandles
A and B just in rear of the pivotal point, as
seen. This space will allow considerable
wear of the adjacent faces of the short jaw
H and the recess E, and also the springing of
the handles, and yet allow or permit the faces
of the jaw and recess to be brought suffi-
ciently near together to clasp the wire tightly
enough to prevent it from slipping when the
instrument is being used as a stretcher.

By means of the above-particularly-de-
scribed construction I produce an implement
which is simple and yet adapted to be used
for the various purposes needed in a wire-
fenecing tool.

My invention differs from similar inven-
tions in that the implement is formed with a
clamping-handle A aslong as the otherhandle
B and substantially parallel therewith, and

55

6o

65

70

75

80

8s

[¢1e]

100



2 484,681

that the laterally-extending jaw H is formed

at one side of the center of the handle and

the forward end of the said jaw formed on the

arc of a circle which is eccentrie to the pivotal

5 point of the said jaw. It will also be noticed

that the gripping-point 7 of the jaw H is at

the opposite side of the pivotal point thereof

from the handle A, and that the extending

end a of the part B is curved toward the said

ro handle. The object of this construction is

that when the implement is in the position

shown in Fig. 2 the pulling-pressure is upon

the handle A which pressure forces the jaw

against the wire, which will prevent slipping

15 of the wire, for, as will be seen, owing to this

construction the harder the pull the tighter
the wire will be held.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim,and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

20 ent, is—

1. The ecombination of handle B, having

recess E at its forward end, vertical shoulder

b at one side of the recess, and horizontal

shoulder f at its opposite side with handle A,

25 having dependmg rounded head H at its for.

ward end, which is pivoted eccentrically in
the recess E,and horizontal shoulder e to the
rear of said head, substantially as shown and
described.

2. Animproved wire-fencing tool consisting 30
of a handle B, having a curved end a cut out
to form a clamping-shoulder b, and a handle
A, substantially of the same length as the
handle B, and having a jaw pivoted in rear
of said shoulder, the said jaw having its for- 35
ward end formed on the arcof a circle eccen-
trie to the said pivotal point, the handle A
being on the same side of the tool as the con-
caved side of the said curved end a and sep-
arate from the handle B, for the purpose de- 40
sceribed, whereby a pull can be exerted on the
handle A independent, of the handle B when
clamping and tightening the wire, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 45
presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL D. STETLER.
Witnesses:
J. T. SILVER,
B. F. STETLER.




