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This invention relates: to a towel grip and -

more particularly to a towel holder including
locking means for effectively retaining a portion
of a towel within said holder. ’

Heretofore and particularly in public places
such as bowling alleys, for instance, hand towels
are available for public use, and due to ineffec-
tive or no securing means for the towels, large
numbers thereof are stolen over a period of time
representing a considerable loss to the proprietor.

It is the principal object of this invention to
overcome this difficulty and eliminate such loss
by incorporating within the towel holder  an
effective gripping means which will prevent re-
moval of the towel from its holder, and at the
same time leave substantially all of the towel
surfaces available for. use.

Tt is the object of this invention to provide
2 hollow towel holder for receiving an inter-
mediate folded portion of the towel, together
with towel gripping means within said holder
and associated with the inserted portion of the
towel to effectively retain the same within the
towel holder. ‘

it is the further object of this invention to
provide 2 hollow towel holder having a throated
opening adapted to receive a folded portion of
the towel, such as at its central portion, together
with foating means within said holder retain-
ingly associated with the folded portion of said
towel and cooperable with said throated opening
for frictionally retaining said towel within said
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holder upon receipt of an outward thrust upon

one of the ends thereof.

Tt is the further object of this invention to ¢

provide a towel grip within the towel holder
where the frictional locking effect increases as
the outward thrust upon the towel is increased.

These and other objects will be seen from the
following specification and claims in conjunction
with the appended drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the towel
grip as mounted. with a portion of the towel
shown in dotted lines for clarity.

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the same
with its hollow cover removed .to illustrate its
supporting base, as mounted upon any suitable
surface. L

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the ‘towel grip
shown in Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an elevational section thereof taken
on line 4—4 of Figure 1.

Pigure 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a different form of towel gripping means.

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a slight
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variation of the gripping means shown in Figures
1 and 4. -

- Figure 7 is an elevational view of the socket
wrench required for removal of the towel grip
cover plate; and :

Figure 8 is a left end view thereof.

Tt will be understood that the above drawing
illustrates merely a preferable embodiment of
the invention, and that other embodiments are
contemplated within the scope of the -claims
hereafter set out. - :

Referring to the drawing Figure 2 the towel
grip consists of substantially flat base #1 which
is attachable to any suitable preferably upright
support i2 by a plurality of screws i3 which
extend through transverse openings in said base.
Said openings are preferably countersunk at 14
whereby the screw heads do not project above
the surface of base I!. : :

Central boss (5 forming a part of base. {1 has
2 threaded opening 16 to receive the cover plate
locking bolt 1T Figures 1 and 4. s

The upper edge of hase i1 is horizontally
flanged at {8 as shown in Figures 2 and 4 there-
by providing a longitudinal slot 19 interrediate
base Il and the member {2 upon which it is
secured. -

The bottom edges 20 of base If converge an-
gularly downward as viewed in Figure.2 for co-

, operative association with the corresponding

inner downwardly converging edges 2{ of cover
22 as shown- in Figures 1 and 4. o

Hollow cover 22 has a longitudinally flanged
downwardly extending cover supporting member
23 adapted for cooperative nesting within the
longitudinal slot 19 formed in the upper edge of
base f1. )

Said cover similarly has a longitudinal slot 24
formed in its upper. interior surface adjacent
flange 23 for cooperatively receiving the longi-
tudinal upright flange 18 of base {1, whereby
said cover plate is effectively mounted and sup-
ported upon its base. .

As illustrated in Figures 1 and 4 the exterior
as well as the interior of cover 22 is shaped
similarly to base {l.. With cover flange 23 sup-
portingly positioned within longitudinal slot 9
of base II, the inner surfaces of said cover fit
over. and are correspondingly aligned with the
outer edges of said base. :

As viewed in Figure 4 a central socket wrench
receiving recess 25 is formed in the front wall
of cover 22, with its inner portion terminating
in a bolt opening 26 adapted for registry with
threaded opening 18 in base tH. :
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Bolt (7T is inserted within recess 25 with its
threaded shank extending through opening 28
for threaded locking engagement with opening
16 in said base, whereby said cover is removably
secured thereto.

Referring to Figure 4 cover 22 is formed with
a pair of angularly converging interior walls 27
which terminate in the longitudinal slot or
throated opening 28 in the front wall of said
. cover.

The central fold 28 of a hand towel 30 is pro-
jected through longitudinal slot 28 of cover 22
when the same is removed from its base, and
the triangularly shaped gripping shaft 2! is
positioned against the inner surface of said fold.

Light weight shaft 31 being preferably con-
structed of wood, is floatingly positioned within
hollow cover 22 with the fold portion 28 of
the towel holding said shaft forwardly within

the hollow converging portions of said cover. o

Due to the weight of the towel there is a tendency
for the same to constantly maintain gripping
shaft 3! forwardly and loosely within the con-
verging portioris 27 of said cover plate.

It will be noted in this connection that por-
tions of the towel are interposed bstween the
converging portions of said cover and said grip-
ping element 3{.

The longitudinal apexes 82 of towel gripping
shaft 81 are preferably rounded for cooperation
with the inner surfaces of the towel, and one
of said longitudinal apexes is adapted to for-
wardly project into the longitudinal throated
opening 28 at the frcnt of cover 22. At the same
time- the corresponding converging outer walls
of grip élement 3{ are in substantial parallel
alignment with the inwardly comverging walls
27 forming a part of cover plate 22, The weight
of the towel normally urges gripping shaft 2i
into this forward position.

In order to facilitate insertion of shaft 3¢
within the folded portion 29 of the towel its end
portions are bevelled at 32’.

Operation

It will be seen that an outward thrust upon
either of the free ends of towel 28 will cause
an outward movement of one of the apexes 32
of gripping shaft 3{ relative to opening 28 for
frictional engagement with portions of cover 22
corresponding to lonzitudinal opening 28, with
the towel interposed between said shait and said
cover. At the same time the corresponding an-
gularly converging edges of shaft 3 correspond-
ing to apex 32 are in substantial parallel align-
ment with and are adapted to frictionally en-
gage inwardly converging surfaces 271 forming
part of cover 22.

It will be seen that the gripping action of
the towel takss place by shaft 81 being wedged
into the converging angular opening 271, 27, with
the converging longitudinal edges of shaft 3!
frictionally bearing against the walls of said
converging opening.

Upon receipt of an outward thrust upon one
of the free ends of the towel the longitudinal
apex 32 is projected forwardly into opening
28. With the towel intervosed between the cover
and said shaft it is seen that the greater the
outward thrust upon the towel, the greater will
be the frictional locking effect to retain the towel
within its holder. )

It is contemplated that any portion of the
towel may be positioned around gripping shaft
31 as said towel grip functions satistactorily
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regardless of the relative lengths of the free
ends of the towel.

The socket 33 is preferably a conventional %
inch size having a socket housing 34 and handle
35 joined thereto for rotating the same. How-
ever, to prevent unauthorized removal of cover
securing bolts 17, the socket housing 34 is reamed
slightly reducing its outer diameter. The cir-
cular recess 25 in cover 22 is correspondingly
reduced in diameter, so that it will not receive
the conventional % inch socket wrench, which
anybody can secure.

The preferable form of gripping shaft 31 is
shown to be substantially triangular in cross
section, however it is contemplated that any
other polygonal shape may be employed such
as rectangular as shown in Figure 5.

A variation of shaft 31 is shown in Figure 6
wherein a plurality of parallel longitudinal
grooves 38 are formed in the outer surface of
gripping shaft 37 tending to increase the grip-
ping effect between the towel and the shaft, as
well as the frictional force between said shaft
and the converging opening of the housing cor-
responding to the longitudinal slot 28.

Having described my  invention, reference
should now be had to the claims which follow
for determining the scope thereof.

I claim:

1. A towel grip comprising a hol'ow cover hav-
in7 a horizentally slotted portion therein adapted
to receive the fo'ded portion of a towel, g grirping
element within said cover intermediate said
folded portion and said slotted portion for fric-

) tionally retaining caid towel within said cover

upon an outward thrust applied to one of the
ends thereof, and a statiorary base shaped simi-
larly to said cover but of reduced outside dimen-
sion,.to which said cover is removably connacted
substantia'ly enc'osing said ba-e.

2. A towel grip comnrisin~ a ho'low cover hav-
ing a horizontally slotted portion therein adapted
to receive the folded portion of a towel. a gripping
element within said cover intermediate said
folded rortion and said slottzd portion for fric-
tionally retaining said towel within said cover
upon an outward thrust applied to one of the
ends thereof, a stationary baze upon which said
cover is removably supported. and locking means
int~reconnecting said cover and base.

3. A towel grip comprising a stationary base
horizontally dan~ed along its upper edge, a hollow
cover positioned over said base and having sup-
porting mean~ cooperatively engaging said flange,

5 said cover having a longitudinally s'otted portion

therein adapted to receive the folded portion of
a towel, and a gripping element within said cover
intermediats said folded portion and said slotted
portion for frictionally retaining said towel with-
in said cover uncn an outward thrust applied
to one of the ends thereof.

4. A towel grip comprising a stationary base
horizontally flanged along .its upper edse, a
hollow cover positioned over said base and hav-
ing supporting means cooperatively encaging said
flange, said cover having a longitudinally. sletted
portion therein adapted fo receive the folded
portion of a towel a gripping element within-said
cover intermediate said folded portion and said
slotted portion for frictionally retaining said
towel within said cover upon an outward thrust
appied to one of the ends thereof, and locking
means interconnecting said cover and base.

5. A towel grip comprising a stationary base

5 horizontally flanged along its upper edge, a hollow
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cover positioned over said base and having a
downwardly extending rearwardly positioned
flanged portion cooperatively engaging said base
flange, said cover having a horizontally slotted
portion therein adapted to receive the folded
portion of a towel, and a gripping element within
said cover intermediate said folded portion and
said slotted portion for frictionally retaining said
towel within said cover upon an outward thrust
applied to one of the ends thereof.

6. A towel grip comprising a hollow cover hav-
ing a horizontally slotted portion therein adapted
to receive the folded portion of a towel, a gripping
element within said cover ‘intermediate said
folded portion and said slotted portion for fric-
tionally retaining said towel within said cover
upon an outward thrust applied to one of the
ends thereof, a stationary base upon which said
cover is removably supported, said cover having
a countersunk opening therein, and a bolt extend-
ing through said opening and threadably engag-
ing said base.

7. A towel grip comprising a stationary base
horizontally flanged forwardly of its upper edge
defining a longitudinal slot, a hollow cover posi-
tioned over said base and having at its rear
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a downwardly extending longitudinal flange sup-
portingly positioned within said longitudinal slot,
sald cover having a longitudinally slotted portion
therein adapted to receive the folded portion of
a towel, a gripping element loosely positioned
within said cover intermediate said folded por-
tion and said slotted portion for frictionally re-
taining said towel within said cover upon an out-
ward thrust applied to one of the ends thereof,
and locking means extending through said cover
and into said base for removably securing said
cover thereon.
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