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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs W. SMITH, 

of Chicago, Cook county, State of Illinois, 
have invented an Improved Envelope, of which 
the following is a specification: 
The object of my invention is to make an 

envelope which will securely preserve its con 
tents, and which cannot be improperly opened 
Without detection. 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure I rep 
resents a plan of the envelope in the form in 
which it is made ready to be folded. . 
A, B, and C represent the three flaps or 

wings, which, with the upper flap D and the 
central rectangular piece or face E, form the 
envelope. In each of the parts A, B, and Ca 
slot is cut, as shown in the drawing by c. c. 
c', to receive the tongued of the flap D. In 
the flap A the part a is cut so that it can be 
folded over to occupy the position represented 
by the dotted lines b. 
The snall flap at is to be folded inwardly on 

flap A, and flap A is then to be folded down 
on the central part E. The flaps B and Care 
then to be folded down and gummed to flap 
A and each other, the slots c, c, and c com 
ing one over the other by the operation. The 
flap D is then to be gummed on its entire in 

tongued into the slots c, c, and c'. 

ner face, and the tongue d is to be gummed 
on both its inner and outer faces. 

Fig. 2 represents the envelope folded, 
gummed, and ready for use, the upper flap D 
being open. 
The envelope is closed, after moistening the 

gum on flap D and on both faces of the tongue 
d, by folding over the flap D and inserting the 

By this 
operation the flap D is gummed to the flaps B 
and C, and the tongued, after passing through 
the slots c, c' and c, will lie between, and be 
securely gummed fast to, the flaps A and a, . 

'I claim as my invention 
The within-described envelope, provided with 

flap A, having the flap a folded down thereon 
to receive and secure the tongue d of the flap 
D after it has been passed through the slots 
c, c, and c, thus locking all parts of the enve 
lope together, as set forth. 
The above specification of my invention 

signed by me this 18th day of May, A. D. 
1874. 

CEARLES W. SMITH. 
Witnesses: 

W. D. RAWLINs, 
T. D. CLEVELAND. 

  


