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This invention relates, generally to orna-
ments for shoes; and, more particularly, the
invention relates to ornaments adapted to be
used as coverings for the buttons of shoes and

5 2lso adapted to be attached at other parts
of a shoe.

An object of the invention is to provide
an ornamental -covering for shoe buttons
which covering has parts for securing the

10 same in place on a button.

Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide an ornamental covering for shoe buttons

which covering is adapted to fit over a button .

strap and has parts adapted for binding a
5 buitoned strap against its button and thereby
itself as well as the strap in place on the but-
ton.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the foregoing de-
scription of an illustrative embodiment of
the mvention and from the drawing, and the
invention also consists in the devices and ar-
rangements of parts set forth in the append-
ed claims.

In the drawing accompanying and form-
ing a part of this application:

HFigure 1is a perspective view taken at the
back of an illustrative embodiment of the in-
vention and showing the fastening parts car-
30 ried thereby;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a low
shoe having a buttoned strap and an orna-
ment of the invention fastened thereon; and

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along

35 the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

In the drawing, like reference characters
are used throughout to indicate correspond-
ing parts.

Referring now to the drawing the refer-

40 ence character 1 indicates an ornamental
plate of stamped metal or other suitable
material which plate is somewhat concave
at its back surface to nest over a button over
which it is fastened. The {ront of plate 1
carries an ornamental device provided there-
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on as by stamping, engraving, enameling and
so on: At its back said plate 1 carries a metal
strap 2 which extends across the plate 1 near
the top and is spaced apart therefrom and
fixed thereto by the inturned ends 3, 8. Ex-
tending downwardly over the back of piate 1
are the prongs 4, 4 which are fixed to said bar
2 and, preferably, are made unitary there-
with.  Said strap 2 with its inturned ends 3,
3 and said prongs 4, 4 are preferably made of
a stamping from sheet metal which has a de-
gree oi springiness, the several parts of the
stamping being of a width suitable to give
them strength and to engage and lay snugly
against the parts with which they come into
contact. .

Said prongs 4, 4 as they extend downward-
ly over the back of plate 1 also extend toward
each other until they meet; they then curve
away from each other and around until they
meet or nearly meet again whereby they de-
fine a substantially circular opening 5. ¥From
the bottom of said opering 5 the ends 6, 6 of
said prongs 4, 4 curve away from each other
in an inverse curve to define a V shaped pas-
sage for guiding a button stem which is to
be. inserted into said opening 5. Said open-
ing 5 is located opposite the center of the con-
cavity of said plate 1 and is adapted to re-
ceive the stem of a button positioned under
said prongs 4, 4 and nested in said coneavity,
and the springiness of said prongs 4, 4 adapt
them to hold a button, or a-button and a strap
fastened thereon, in engaged or gripped re-
lation with the concave back of said plate 1.
This gripping relation can be furthered by
making a curve or bend in said prongs in-
wardly toward said plate 1 and then out-
wardly as shown in Figure 3. ‘

Referring particularly to Figures 2 and
8 of the drawing, a low shoe 8 has a strap 9
which is fixed at one end and extends across
the instep of the shoe. At its free end said
strap 9 has a button for fastening onto a but-
ton 10. The ornamental plate is applied by

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

85



10

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

60

65

P

inserting said prong 4, 4 between said strap
9 and the shoe, with said prong ends 6, 6 on
either side of the stem 11 of the button 10.
The plate 1 is then pushed down until said
stem 11 is forced past the meeting parts of
said prongs 4, 4 at the bottom of opening 5
and passes into said opening 5. In this posi-
tion the spring of said prongs 4, 4 will cause
them to press the strap 9 against said but-
ton'10 and the latter in gripped relation with
the back of said plate 1 which is nested there-
over. This arrangement provides for hold-
ing the ornament in securely attached rela-

tion on the shoe so that it cannot be lost there-

from and yet permits of its ready removal
when desired.

The ornament of the invention as shown
and described is also adapted for use over a
button alone without a strap; and the device
can also be slipped over a strap alone, as at
its.cent€r or any other part, for use.as an orna-
ment, and said prongs 4, 4 will hold the but-
ton or strap in gripped relation against the
concave back of plate 1 to securely hold the
ornament in place. ‘

I am aware that some changes may be made
in the various arrangements and combina-
tions of the several devices and parts, with-
out departing from the scope of this inven-
tion as above described, and as defined in the
appended claims. Hence, I do not limit my
invention to the exact arrangements and

combinations as described in the foregoing -

specification, nor do I confine myself to the
exact details of the form and construction of
said parts as illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings.

I claim:

1. A button ornament structure compris-
ing, an ornamental front plate, a substan-
tially U-shaped bar member having its bottom
portion extending across the back of said
plate in spaced relation therefrom, said bar
member having inturned ends formed on
its sides and attached to said back plate,
prongs provided at the ends of the bottom
portion of said bar member, said prongs con-
verging toward one another while remaining
substantially parallel to said front plate and
meeting at a distance from said bar member,
said prongs diverging from their point of
meeting and again converging to form a sub-
stantially completely closed button receiving
opening. ,

2. A button ornament structure compris-
ing, an ornamental front plate, a substanti-
ally U-shaped bar member having its bottom
portion extending across the back of said
plate in spaced relation therefrom, said bar
member having inturned ends formed on its
sides and attached to said back plate, prongs
provided at the ends of the bottom portion
of said bar member, said prongs converging
toward ome another while remaining sub-
stantially parallel to said front plate and
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meeting at a distance from said bar member,
said prongs diverging from their point of
meeting and then again converging to define
a substantially completely closed circular but-
ton stem encircling opening, the free ends
of said prongs diverging from said opening
to provide a guiding passage thereto.

In testimony, that I claim the invention
set forth above I have hereunto set my hand
this 23rd day of December, 1927.

SAMUEL M. RIKER.
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