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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

Simon Knee, Newark, N. J., and Gebrge Markus,
Brooklyn, N. Y., assignors to Aristocrat Leather

Products, Ine,,
of New Jersey

New York, N. Y., a corporation

. Application December 9, 1947, Serial No. 790,514
' 5 Claims, (CL150—35) =

This invention “relates to a combined wallet
and purse. : . ) ]

One of the objects of the Ppresent invention is
the provision of a combination wallet and purse
of improved construction, particularly in respect
to the way the coin purse and wallet are ar-
ranged and attached in relation to each other
for simplifying the construction and enhancing
the durability of the article. .
-"Another object is the provision of a combina-
tion wallet -and purse which is so constructed as
to enable the elimination of the usual U-frames
of purses and, as a result, to reduce the thickness
of the article in the region of the coin purse and
to cbviate a source of weakness in articles of this
type as heretofore constructed. ‘

A further object is generally to improve the -

construction.of a combination wallet and purse
and toprovide an improved closure for the purse.

The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of ‘the present invention will be fully
undersfood from.-the following description con-
sidered in' connection with -the accompanying
‘llustrative drawings. R

Ih the drawings: BRI . :

‘Fig. 1 is a side view of a combined wallet and
purse embodying the present invention, showing
said combined article in its flat unfolded form;
- Pig, 2 is a side view thereof, in.its folded con-
dition; : .

Fig. 3 is a sectional
Fig. 1;" :

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1; ‘ B

view on the line 3—3 of

"'Fig. 5 is a sectional view, on a ‘larger scale on °

theline 5—35 of Fig. 1; . .

» Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 6—6 of
Fig. 5; U ’ ’
Fig. 7 is a sectional view on a larger scale on

the line 7—T of Fig. 1, showing the mouth of the

purse open;

Fig. 8 is-a view similar to Fig. 5 showing a modi-
fication; :
- Fig. 9 is a perspective view of g spring member
which -may be utilized in the modification shown
in Fig. 8. S o ,

Referring now to the drawings in detzil the
combination wallet and purse 10 is in general of
the type which may be folded from the flat form
illustrated in' Fig.'1 to the folded form illus-
trated in Fig. 2. Suitable means, here shown
2§ a tab 12 provided with a snap fastener mem-

ber 14 releasably engageable ‘with s companion-

snap fastener member {6, may be provided for

releasably holding thé article in its folded form.

‘ It will be noted that the article is devoid of
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U-frames : which were heretofore customarily
provided in articles of this type. ;

In accordance with the present invention, the
opposite side walls 18 ‘and 28, which define the
main wallet pocket, for paper money, are joined
directly: to each other at their longitudinal side
edges 22, for substantially the full length thereof, -
and are joined at their end edges 24. Preferably,
said side-and end edges are secured by stitching
as indicated at 26. In the presently preferred
form of the invention illustrated in Fig. 1, the
stitching of the side edges 22 terminates short of
the ‘end of the article-at which ‘the releasable
closure for the mouth of the coin purse 28 is pro-

. vided, and at said end of the article metal clips
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86 are-provided for securing the side edges 22 to
each other and for additional purposes which will
subsequently be’ explained or which will be ap-
parent, o T :

‘The coin purse 28 is preferably formed by in-
tegral parts of ‘the side walls 18 and 28 of the
main wallet pocket. - More particularly, the inner
side walls 32 and. 34 which define the coin purse
are constituted by infolded portions of the side
walls 18 and:20, respectively, the fold' lines being
indicated at 3§ and 38. ‘The infolded portions
82 and 34 are joined at their side edges 40 and
at their inner end edges 42 breferably by stitch~
ing 44.- Lines-of perforations 45-are provided in
the blanks for side walls 18, 32 ahd 208, 84 at.the
fold lines 36 -and 38 to facilitate folding of the

-blanks and. to facilitate the stitching operations

near said fold lines. Tunnels 46 and 48 are pro-
vided at the mouth end of the coin purse . for
spring closure strip members 5¢ one of which is
disposed in each tunnel. These closure members
are preferably formed of spring steel strips and,
as shown, are transversely concave and are dis-
posed with their concave surfaces in confronting

- relation.  The "opposite ends: of each - spring

closure member 50 terminate adjacent to, but just
short of, the c¢lips 38 at the side edge portions of
walls 18, 32, 20 and 84 which are secured together
by said clips, so that transverse flexing or bowing
of said spring strips is not interfered with by said
clips and also so that the clips may tightly se-
cure the side edges of portions {8, 32, 20 and 34
together at each end of the two tunnéls 46 and 48.
It will be understood that spring closure mer-
bers 50 are inserted into their companion tunnels
through ends thereof which are open before clips
30 are attached to the article at the ends of said
tunnels. It will be noted that the burse extends
into- the wallet sufficient to constitute a divider
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therefor, for example, to separate bills of large
denomination from bills of smaller denomination.

The tunnels 45 and 48 are formed by adja-
cent confronting end portions of walls {8 and 32
and walls 20 and 34, respectively, preferably at
the mouth or outer end of the purse, by stitching
59 and 54 spaced inwardly of the fold lines 3%
and 38, respectively. The upper sides of the tun-
nels are also preferably stitched adjacent the
fold lines 36, 28 inwardly of the line of perfora~
tions as indicated at 56 and 57, said last men-
tioned stitching serving to maintain the folds at
lines 36 and 38 in sharply creased condition..

Tt will be understood that spring strips 50 hold
the confronting inner sides of tunnels 48 and 48
in close abutting relation for closing the mouth of
the purse. When the purse is to be opened pres-
sure is applied to the opposite side edge portions
of the article at the opposite ends of said tun-
nels, i. e. by pressing on the clips 30, as a result
of which the spring closure members 50 bow
away from each other and open the mouth of the
purse. Upon release of the pressure, spring mem-
pers 58 automatically straighten out longitu-
dinally thereof and close the mouth of the purse.
Safety closure ribs 58 and 63 are also preferably
provided on the side walls 32 and 34, respectively,
- for the full width thereof on the inside of the
purse adjacent tunnels 45, 48. These ribs are in

adjacent laterally offset relation and overlap each 38

other when the mouth of the purse is closed and
thus provide a barrier to the accidental passage
of a coin or other article out of the purse between
tunnels 46 and 48 when . the purse Is closed.
These safety ribs are formed by narrow integral
folded portions of side walls 32 and 34 stitching
through the folds as indicated at 62 to maintain
said folds. A line of slits 68 is provided in the
blanks at each fold line 64 at which ribs 58 and
80 are to be provided to facilitate the folding
and stitching.

The opening for the main pocket wallet is
provided in one side wall thereof, here shown as
side wall 18, as indicated at 66. Said opening is
ordinarily provided with a slide operated closure
or “zipper”’ §8. It will be understood that the
side walls 32 and 34 are preferably not secured to
sides {8 and 20 except at the closure of the purse.

1t will be noted that the combined wallet and
purse is made, as described above, from two blanks
of sheet material cut to provide the side walls
of the wallet and the side walls of the purse,
one of said blanks having a part for one side wall
{8 of the wallet and one side wall 32 of the
purse, and the other blank having a part for the
other side wall 28 of the wallet and the other side
wall 34 of the purse. Said blanks may be made
of leather, fabrie, plastic, etc. The blanks are
preferably provided with lines of perforations or
slits at the fold lines 36 and 64 as hereinbefore
explained to facilitate folding of the blanks at
said fold lines and to facilitate the stitching in
the regions of said fold lines. :

As indicated in Fig. 8 the clips 30 may be omit-
ted and the side edges 22 may be stitched to the
side edges of walls 32 and 34 at the ends of tun-
nels 86 and 48. In this case each spring member
is preferably attached by adhesive to a fibre
strip 70. The latter has a narrow portion 72,
which abuts and is secured to the face of the
companion spring strip 58, and wider projecting
portions 74 which are secured at the ends of the
tunnels by the stitching at said edges.

Thus it is seen that the construction provided
as hereinbefore described in accordance with the
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present invention is well adapted to accomplish
the objects thereof. It will be understood, how-
ever, that various changes in form and in details
of construction may be made without departing
from the underlying idea or prineiples of this in-
vention within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described our invention, what we
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is:

1. A combined wallet and purse article, com-

" prising inner side walls joined at their inner end

edzes and open abt their outer end edges, and
opposed side walls having adjacent side edges
joined to each other and to said inner side walls
at the opposite ends of said outer end edges
thereof, said opposed side walls extending from
said outer end edges of said inner walls beyond
the inner end edges of the latter and defining a
main wallet pocket, one of said opposed side walls
being provided with an opening for access to said
main wallet pocket, the outer end portions of said
inner and opposed walls having tunnels therebe-
tween extending transversely thereof, and spring
strips in said tunnels, respectively, for releasably
fastening said outer end edges of said inner walls
to each other, and strips of sheet material secured
to said spring strips, respectively, and projecting
beyond the opposite ends of the latter and se-
cured to said tunnels at the outer ends of said
tunnels.

9. A combined wallet and purse article com-
prising. opposed side walls secured together
throughout their longitudinal side edges and at
one end thereof to define a main wallet pocket
for paper currency, an opening defined in one of
said side walls for access to said main pocket,
said side walls being mutually unsecured at said
other end thereof, inner walls extending from
said other end of said side walls, respectively, to
form an inner pocket which is smaller than said
main pocket, said inner pocket being closed
throughout its opposite side edges and at its
inner end and having an opening at said other
end of said wallet pocket, said inner pocket serv-
ing to close said other end of said main wallet
pocket and extending therein to provide a sepa-
rating member for said main wallet pocket, and
fastener means for said inner pocket at said
other end of said main wallet pocket for releas-
ably closing the entrance to said inner pocket,
said fastener means comprising transversely ex-
tending tunnels at said other end of said main
wallet pocket, spring strips disposed in said tun-
nels, respectively, and strips of sheet material
secured to said spring strips, respectively, and
projecting beyond the opposite ends of the latter
and secured to said tunnels at the outer ends
thereof. '

3. A combined wallet and purse article com-
prising opposed side walls secured together
throughout, their longitudinal side edges and at
one end thereof to define a main wallet pocket
for paper currency, an opening defined in one of
said side walls for access to said main pocket,
said side walls being mubually unsecured at said
other end thereof, inner walls extending from
said other end of said side walls, respectively, to
form an inner pocket which is smaller than said
main pocket, said inner pocket being closed
throughout itsopposite side edges and at its inner
end and having an opening at said other end oi
said wallet pocket, said inner pocket serving to
close said other end of said main wallet pocket
and extending therein to provide a separating
member for said main wallet pocket, and fas-
tener means for said inner pocket at said other
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end of said main wallet pocket for releasably
closing_the entrance to said inner pocket, said
fastener means comprising transversely extend-

ing tunnels at said other end of said main wallet’

pocket, said tunnels being defined by confronting
wall portions of said opposed side walls and said
inner walls gt said other engd of said side walls,
respectively, spring strips disposed in. said tun-
nels, respectively, and strips of sheet material se-
cured to said spring strips, respectively, and pro-
jecting beyond the opposite ends of the latter and
secured to said tunnels at the outer ends thereof.

4. A combined wallet and purse article com-~
brising opposed side walls: secured together
throughout their longitudinal side edges and at
one end: thereof to define a main wallet pocket
for paper currency, an opening defined in one of
said side walls for access to said main pocket, said
side walls being mutually unsecured at said other
end thereof, inner walls extending from said
other end of said side walls, respeetively, to form

20

an inner pocket which is smaller than said main _

pocket, said inner pocket being closed through-

out its cpposite side edges and at its inner end
and having an opening at said other end of said
wallet pocket, said inner pocket serving to close
said other end of said main wallet pocket and
extending therein to provide a separating mem-
ber for said main wallet pocket, and fastener
means for said inner pocket at said other end of
said main wallet pocket for releasably closing the
entrance to said inner pocket, said fastener means
comprising transversely . extending tunnels at
said other end of said main wallet pocket, spring
strips disposed in said tunnels, respectively, and
means for securing said spring strips against
bodily displacement in said tunnels, said side
walls being foldable about a transverse fold line
intermediate the ends thereof so that said ends
will abut in the folded condition of said side walls,
and means for releasably retaining said side walls
in said -folded condition.

5. A combined wallet and purse article com-
prising opposed  side walls secured together
throughout their longitudinal side edges and at
one end thereof to define a main wallet pocket
for paper currency, an opening defined in one of
said side walls for access to said main pocket, said
side walls being mutually unsecured at said other
‘énd thereof, inner walls: extending from said
other end of said side walls, respectively, to form
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an inner pocket which is smaller than said main
pocket, said inner pocket being closed through-
out its opposite side edges and at its inner end
and having an opening at said other end of said

-wallet pocket, said inner pocket serving to close

said other end of said main wallet pocket and
extending therein. to provide a separating mem-
ber for said main wallet pocket, fastener means
for said inner pocket at said other end of said
main wallet pocket for releasably closing the en-
trance to said inner pocket, said fastener means
comprising transversely extending tunnels at said
other end of said main wallet pocket, spring
strips disposed in said tunnels, respectively, and
means ior securing said spring strips against
bodily  displacement in said tunnels, said side
walls being foldable about a transverse fold line
intermediate the ends thereof so that said ends
will abut in the folded condition of said side walls,
and means for releasably retaining said side walls
in said folded condition, said releasable securing
means comprising a tab disposed between one of
said inner and side walls, respectively, to mini-
mize the bulk of said article at the abutting ends
thereof in said folded condition, and comple-
mentary fastener means secured to said tab and
to one of said side walls, respectively.
SIMON KNEE.
GEORGE MARKUS.
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