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Continuation of application Serial No. 599,107, filed November 4, 1922. This application filed December
19,.1923. Serial No. 681,584, ‘

To all whom it may concern. .

Be it known that I, Joserr Parx Baz-
COCK, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Tsinan, China, whose post-office ad-

5 dress is Friendship, Wew York, have invent-
ed an Improvement in Games, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a game and this
application is a continuation of my co-pend-

10 ing application Serial No. 599,107 filed No-
vember 4, 1922,

In the drawing I have: illustrated in
Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 a set of game pieces or
tiles with which the game may be played.

15 These tiles, which may be of any desired
shape to facilitate handling, have on their
faces certain representations and are divid-
ed or classified into suits or groups.

Three of the suits are known as “char-

20 acters”, “bamboo”, and “dots” or “circles”
respectively.

On the face of the tiles of the “charac-
ters” suit 2 are depicted Chinese characters
3, the characters on each tile representing

25 Chinese numerals.  There are four sevies of
these tiles, there being nine tiles in each
series, making thirty-six tiles in the suit.
On each tile of this “characters” suit ap-
pears an index symbol 4 of a nature under-

30 stood by Inglish speaking races, such, for

instance, as Arabic or Roman numerals, the
nhumerals, when such are used, running from

1 to 9 on each series. .

The second referred to, or “bamboo” suit

6 likewise contains thirty-six tiles which

are, like the tiles of the “characters” suit,
in four series and, when numerals are used
as index symbols, are numbered from 1 to

9 in each series. ‘

40 On each of the tiles of this suit, except

oo
=)

the tiles marked “1”, appears the represen-

tation which may be that of one or more
joints or nodes. The number of joints or
nodes on each' tile may correspond in num-

45 ber to the index symbol on the particular
tile. The tiles of this suit indexed “1” have
a design or representation thereon differing
from that of the other tiles. This may be
the representation of a bird.

60 The third or “dots” suit 7 referred. to
heretofore includes, like the “characters”
and “bamboo” suits, thirty-six tiles on which
ars representations distinet from those of
the other suits and preferably dots or

circle. These “dots” tiles likewise contain
index symhols such as numerals from 1 to
9 in four series, there being an index on
each tile as in the case of the other two
suits. The index on each of these tiles cor-
coresponds, preferably, to the number of
dots or circles on the particular tile.

Thus we have four “l of characters”,
four “2 of characters”, etc., four “1 of
bamboo”, four “9 of bamboo”, ete., 4 “1
of dots”, four “2 of dots”, ete., and so on,
up to nine of each suit.

While it is not necessary, it is prefer-
able, from an artistic standpoint at least,

to have the designs and numerals engraved

and colored on the faces of the tiles.

In addition to these three suits of thirty-
six tiles each, there are four other groups
8 of tiles known as the “winds”, each group
containing four tiles having, preferably,
the same design thereon in the same color.
The 'designs of the several groups may
differ, however, each from the other. Each
of these groups is designated as one of the
“winds”, that is to say, east, south, north
and west, by a proper index symbol which,
preferably, is one denoting the first letter
of the name of the particular “wind” tile.

There are also three additional groups of
tiles known as the “dragons”, one group 9
being known as “white dragon”, another 10
2s “red dragon” and a third 11 as “green
dragon”. There are four tiles in each of
these groups. The faces of the “white
dragon” tiles are plain, that is to say, they
contain no graphic representations. The
“red dragon” tiles each contain a represen-
tation such as a Chinese character, prefer-
ably, of red color, the characters on all of
these tiles preferably being similar, either
as to color or design or both.. The tiles
of the “green dragon” each contain a repre-
sentation such as a Chinese character dis-
tinguishable from the character on the “red
dragon” tiles and, preferably, in green
color. Tach of these characters is similar to
the others of this group either in color or
design, or both. '

Thus there are four of each “dragon”
group, -but unlike the previously described
tiles, they contain no index symbols.

In addition to the tiles already described
there are two groups 12 and 18 or sets of
special tiles which bear a particular rela-
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tion to the playing positions in that certain
of the tiles are assigned to certain of the
playing positions ‘as will hereinafter ap-
pear. These tiles I terminate “segsonsg” - or
“fowers” or “flower gardens” or “goofs”, but

preferably “seasons” by which term -~ they
will hereinafter be referred to. Each of
these two groups contains four tiles.

10

Fach tile of each group may have a dif-
ferent design thereon. = When these special
tiles carry a design, the design 1s purely

~ fanciful, and, for instance, may represent

15

- tinguishable
20.

25

~¢ither by virtue: of their arrangement, de--

30

a5

40

~characters.

four different styles of Chinese architecture
on‘one group of tiles and four different
modes of transportation on the other set of
tiles. ' The tiles: may also contain Chinese
Whether or not these tiles con-
tain designs, the tiles of one group are dis-
from the tiles of the other
group by certain characteristics which will
be hereinafter described. :
~ The tiles of each of the “seasons” groups
contain designations or index symbols. The

‘symbols on: one set of tiles are distingnish-

able from ‘those on the other set of tiles,

sign or ‘color, etc. These symbols may take

~the form of" letters or Arabic or Roman
“ipumerals.

I have found it convenient to
distinguish- the tiles of one “season’s” group
from the tiles of the other by color. This

- may be done by coloring the symbols on one.:
~ set ‘one color, red, for instance. and the sym-:

bols on the other set, another color, green
for ‘iristance, and by coloring -the Chinese
characters when the tiles contain only the
‘same color as the symbols. - Of course, it is
understood: that-even this may be varied by

“having either the characteristics or symbols
“carry the distinguishing color or:by ‘having

- the color otherwise carried by the tiles. These

45

designations or index symbols de not' cor-

“respond or relate in any way to the design
‘on the-tiles, nor do’they have any relation:

‘whatever to-the fanciful Chinese characters

- on the tiles except in so:far as they are
- physically -associated with these characters.

50 :

The- index symbols or designations do,

‘however, bear a distinct -relation to the.
‘ordér of play and to. particular playing po-
~sitions or players as will hereinafter ap-

~ pear inasmuch as they are assigned to the

- playing positions.

55,

T will now describe a -simple form of play:
of this game so that the function of the va-

-rious tiles and the relation of the:“seasons”"

tiles to the playing positions will be. under-
stood. The players, who are .preferably

~four in number, but may be less, being as-

60

sembled around a table and a position, that

is, east, south, west or north, having been

-assigned to each player, the tiles are shuf-
- fled or mixed, face down, upon: the table.

a5

The assignment of a particular playing posi-
tion to a player or to each player may be

1,554,834

denoted by the possession of a physical rep-
resentation of that position. Ifor instance,
positions may be denoted by position discs
having an index of the position thereon.
Each player then draws thirty-six tiles
and places them in two superimposed rows
of eighteen. each, face down, before him.
The rows before the players are then ar-
ranged to form a hollow square or wall.
The player to whom the east position has
beén assigned then throws a pair of dice
and adding the total number of spots on
the upper faces of the dice determines which
side of the wall is to be broken. . Thus, if
the total number of spots is five, the player
having east position assigned to him counts
in a counter-clockiise direction beginning
with the side of the wall before him. The
count of five ends at this same side of the
wall. A second throw of the dice is then
made and the total number of spots added to
those previously exposed. Presuming the
second throw to be three and adding this
to the five already thrown, the wall is.brok-
en at a point eight tiles from the right of
the side 1n front of the east position, count-
ing in a clockwise direction. At this point
the two tiles constituting a vertical pair are

“extracted from the &ide of the wall.” These

two tiles are then placed upon the tiles at
the right side of the gap becoming what is
known as “loose tiles.” . The player to whom
the east position has been assigned .then
draws-four tiles from the other side of the
gap, that is, two vertical pairs. he south,
which is to the right of the east, the west and
north position players then, in turn, each
draws four tiles and this drawing contin-
ues until each of the players has before
him twelve unexposed tiles.  Iach player
then draws an additional tile which he adds
to the twelve previously drawn and unex-
posed tiles and the player to whom the east
position has been assigned draws..another
tile, making in each-hand, with the exception
of .the:east hand, thirteen tiles, and in the
Jatter, fourteen.

One of the “season” tiles of each group is
appropriated to one of the playing pesitions.
For instance, the east position and the player,
designated thereby have appropriated to
them the two “season” tiles, which, when
numerals are used as .index symbols, are
marked “No. 17, the south “No. 27, the west
“No. 3” and -the north- “No. 4”, there-being
two of each number. »

If any of the hands so drawn contain a
“geason” or “flower” it is. placed face up

upon- the ‘table outside of the wall and for
each tile so-drawn and. placed the player

svho possesses it draws: one of the loose tiles
from the top of the wall beginning with the
tiles more remote from the opening.

The player to whom the east position has
been assigned then starts the play by dis-
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carding a tile, face up, upon the table. The
player to whom the south has been assigned,
then either takes this discarded tile from
the table (under certain conditions) or
draws a tile from the end of the wall remote
from that carrying the loose tiles. This pro-
cedure (1. e., a series of draws and discards)
continues in a counter-clockwise direction
until one of the players completes a hand,
that is to say, has either four groups of three
of a kind of the same suit, or four groups
of three of a sequence of the same suit, or
any combination of these, and in addition,
has a pair of the same suit, at which time he
is said to have completed his hand.

There is a variation in the method of
drawing, however, and that is, that when
a player draws a “season” from the wall he
immediately lays the “season”, face up, upon
the table and draws a loose tile from the end
of the.wall, drawing always the tile more re-
mote from the gap, or opening.

There are, of course, other variations in
the mode of play which are, however, in the
nature of refinements, and which need not,
for the purpose of this specification, herein
he described.

One of the hands having been completed,
the hands are then exposed by the players
for the purpose of counting the score in
which counting the “seasons” perform a par-
ticular function and in which, as hereinbe-
fore mentioned, they bear a distinct relation
to the playing positions,

The positions shift after the completion of
each hand preferably in a counter-clockwise
direction so that the south becomes east, the
west becomies south, the north becomes west
and the east becomes north.

The various combinations of tiles herein-
before referred to and other combinations
which are in the nature of refinements of the
simple form of game described .each have
certain score values assigned to them, and
the special tiles or, in other words, the “sea-
sons” tiles each bear a specific scoring rela-
tion to the groups when these tiles are in the
hands of the players to whom, because of
their positions, they have been assigned and
a different scoring value when they are in
the hands of other players, either singly or
in groups. “

For instance, supposing the score of the
player winning the game or in other words
completing his hand, because of the tile
combinations in his hand, to be a given num-
ber, this player adds to this number, an ad-
ditional number as an award for completing
his hand. Suppose, also, this player is the
one to whom west position has been as-
signed. If this player has in his hand at
least one “season” tile bearing the index sym-
bol corresponding to his position (in the
west positien it will be the tile of either
of the red or green groups having the nu-

2 §

meral “3” thereon when numerals are used as
the index symbols) he adds to his score, in
addition to. the value of each “season” tile
an additional number as score bearing a par-
ticular relation to that already computed, as
for instance, a multiple of the' score -such
as a double, but if he has no seasons in his
hand he does not add such an additional
score. On the other hand, if he has a “ sea-
son” or group of “seasons” in his hand which
corresponds to other playing positions, he
adds to his score only-the value assigned to
the particular “season” tile or group-of tiles
without regard to the remainder of his score.

Fach of the other players then pays the
west, 1. e., the winner, the eéntire value of
his score, without regard to the value of his
own hand, each of the other three players
paying each one that has a larger score the
difference between their scores.

Giving a particular instance of scoring,
and supposing, by way of example, that the
hand of the west position contains three “4
of bamboo”, three “6 of characters” a se-
guence of 6, 7 and 8 of “dots”, and a pair
of-“3 of characters” and that the hand con-
tains also a “season” flower of one of the two
groups which bears the symbol “3” which
corresponds to the west position.

Following a scoring standard, the west
counts two for the three of a kind of
“bamboo” and adds 2 for the 3 of a kind
of “characters” and 4 for the value of the
“season,” making a total score of 8 inagmuch
as nothing is added for the two sequences
of “dots” or for the pair of “characters.”
Presuming this hand to be the winning
band the west adds 20 for the winning
which makes a total score to this point of
28, The west then doubles the score becatse
of the presence of the “3 of seasons” in
the west hand because of the assignment of
this season to this playing: position giving
west, under these circumstances, a total
score of 56. ‘

Presuming now that the west has the same
hand as above with the exception of the
“3 of seasons” and that in its place the west
hand contains the “4 of seasons” of one of
the groups the person of this “season” tile
does not double the score, but simply adds
to the score the value of the tile itself when
contained in the hand of a position to which
it is not assigned this score being in this
example 4. Therefore, when this condition
exists the score, instead of being 56, will
be 28.

If desired, the “seasons” may not be
scored in the manner described above, but
may be played and scored in the same man-
ner as the “dragons.” When used in this
manner the indices on the “seasons” tiles are
used as game indicators only since the “sea-
sons” are not assigned to particular playing
positions. In using the “seasons” in this
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manner, if a player should obtain 3 (or 4).
of the “seasons” of the same color he would

9

be entitled to score a value assigned to 3
(or 4) “seasons” and to add a value to hisg-

total score bearing a particular relation to

"that score as, for instance, a double. Thus,

if the value 4 be assigned to a set of 3
“geasons” he would be entitled to score 4 for
the set of “seasons” and then double the
score of his entire hand.

Other variations of scoring may be intro-
duced, if desired, my invention not being
Limited to the particular methods referred
to above.

What T claim is:

1. In a game adapted to be played by 2
number of persons to whom are assigned
definite playing positions, a plurality of dis-
tinct groups of tiles, the tiles of each group
forming a continuous series and having
means thereon for indicating the position
of each tile in the series, and at least two
‘groups of special tiles, each tile of each
group of: special tiles being assigned in play
to a certain playing position and having an
index thereon denoting the particular po-
sition to which the tile is assigned, each tile
of one group .of special tiles having a tile
in the other group of special tiles corre-
sponding ‘thereto by index but otherwise
distinguishable therefrom.

9. In a game adapted to be played by 2
number of persons to whom are assigned
definite playing positions, a plurality of dis-
tinet groups of tiles, the tiles of each group
forming a continuous series: and having

" means thereon for indicating the position of
“ each tile in the series, and at least two

40

45

groups ‘of special tiles, each tile of each
group of special tiles being assigned in play
to a certain playing position and having an

- index thereon denoting the particular po-

sition” to which the tile is assigned, each

‘tile of one group of special tiles having

a tile in the other group of special tiles
corresponding thereto by index but distin-

1,554,834

guishable therefrom by a difference in color.

3. In a game a plurality -of -groups of
tiles, each group being sequentially num-
bered from one to nine, and each group be-
ing unrelated to the other, a plurality of
groups of non-numbered tiles, each group
being unvelated to the other, a plurality of
groups of tiles, each group being unrelated
to the other and each tile of each group
having an index identical with the other
tiles of the same group, and a group of
special tiles having progressive numerical
indicia thereon.

4. In a game a plurality of groups of
tiles,each group being sequentially numbered
from one ‘to nine, and each group being un-
related to the other, a plurality of groups
of non-numbered tiles, each group- being
unrelated to the other, a plurality of groups
of tiles, each group being unrelated to the
other and each tile of each group having
an index identical with the other tiles of

the same group, and two groups of special’

tiles distinguishable but related to each
other, each group having progressive in-
dicia thereon and each group having one tile
corresponding by its index to a tile of the
other group.

5. In a game, a group of “bamboo” tiles,

a oroup of “dots” tiles, a group of “char-
el k) bl

acters” tiles, each of said groups being un-
related to the other and the tiles of -each
group being sequentially numbered from
one to nine, three groups of “dragons” tiles,
four groups of “winds” tiles each group
consisting of four tiles and each having the
designation of the particular wind thereon,
and two groups of “seasons” tiles each
group having progressive indicia thereon
and each group having one tile correspond-
ing by its index to a tile in the other group.

In ‘testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification this 11th day o*
December, 1923.

‘JOSEPH PARK BABCOCK.
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