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My invention relates to improvements in de 

vices for guiding and supporting children. 
While I am aware that various types of SO 

called baby walkers have been provided for 
rigidly supporting a child while learning to Walk, 
these devices have been found impractical in use 
due to the turning movements of the child while 
so learning. If such devices are made flexible 
they have a tendency to become tangled due to 
the quick movements of the child, and a main 
object of my invention is to provide a device for 
this general purpose which cannot get tangled up 
despite any turning movement of the child. 
An object of my invention, therefore, is to 

provide the maximum safety and comfort for 
the child, giving him the necessary support dur 
ing any of his active movements and conven 
ience for the adult guider in supporting the child 
as the supporting means stays in a fixed position 
at all times on the adult. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a greater Support for the child in learning 
to walk. Due to the universal movement per 
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mitted the child a device is provided superior to . 
prior types which will permit freedom of move 
ment of the child to permit the child to acquire 
equilibrium and balance. 
A further feature of my invention is to pro 

vide a device which is perfectly safe for the child. 
If it is retained taut by the adult guider it is 
practically imposible for the child to get into a 
position dangerous to itself. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a device of this description which is symmetric 
and pleasing in appearance, hygenic, being con 
structed of readily washable material and which 
may be folded into a small compaSS So as to be 
readily carried by an adult When not in use. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a device which may be used if desired in assist 
ing one or more children at the same time, one 
child for instance, by a baby harness or belt and 
the other child by a child's holding handle. 
A further feature of my invention is to provide 

a rigid connecting rod of a construction provid 
ing a swivel joint at each end thereof of greater 
inherent strength per unit area, so as to make this 
portion of my device capable of free SWivel move 
ment at each end thereof, yet fully capable of 
withstanding any weight which may be brought 
upon it by the child. 
These and such other objects of my invention 

as may hereinafter appear Will be best under 

30 

35 

40 

50 

drawing which illustrates embodiment 
thereof. 
In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a front elevation of 

a device for use in guiding and supporting chil 
dren constructed in accordance With my inven 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating my in 
proved device in use with an adult guiding a 
baby by a baby harness and a larger child by a 
child's holding handle both secured to my im 
proved device. 

Fig. 3 is a diagrammatic sectional view partial 
ly broken away of the improved type of dowel 
stock having the swivel joint connection at each 
end thereof which I preferably employ as the 
connecting rod of my device. 

In the drawing, wherein like characters of ref 
erence indicate like parts throughout, O gener 
ally indicates a device for use in guiding and Sup 
porting children constructed in accordance with 
my invention. 
As shown in Fig. 2, my device may be conven 

iently used for guiding a plurality of children 
of different heights, such as a bay f2 and a larger 
boy 4 by a single adult 6. Said device has 
means 8 on the upper end thereof for receiv 
ing the arm or hand 20 of the adult guider 6, in 
the preferred embodiment comprising the hoop 
8, a rigid guide member or connecting rod 22, 

in my preferred embodiment shown comprising 
the dowel stock 22 having an upper end univer 
sally attached to said hoop 8 and means 24 con 
trolling said one or more children universally at 
tached to the lower end of Said dowel stock 22 or 
rigid guide member. As stated, a main feature 
of my invention relates to the improved con 
struction of the dowel stock 22. I preferably 
employ the dowel stock 22 with both an upper 
end 26 and a lower end 28 of reduced diameter. 
A cap member 30 and 32 is provided for each re 
spective end of said dowel stock, said cap mem 
bers 30 and 32 being provided with the respective 
central holes 34 and 36. A respective connector 
member 38 and 40 is provided for each end of said 
dowel stock, each being provided With a stem 42 
and 44 projecting respectively inwardly through 
the respective holes 34 and 36 in said respective 
cap members 30 and 32 and each terminating in a 
respective enlarged end 46 and 48 within said 
respective cap member 30 and 32 exterior of the 
respective end of the dowel stock 22 to positively 
prevent any axial withdrawal of said respective 
stem 42 or 44 through its respective hole 34 or 
36. If desired a washer 49 may also be inserted 
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stood from a description of the accompanying 55 just beyond said enlarged end. Each respective 
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stem 42 and 44 is provided with suitable connec 
tor means on the exposed end thereof and also 
With means to rigidly secure each respective cap 
member 30 and 32 to its respective reduced end 
26 and 28 of the dowel stock 22, and for this pur 
pose in the embodiment shown, I insert a respec 
tive connecting pin 50 and 52 diametrically 
through said respective cap members and en 
closed reduced end of the dowel stock thereby 
forming a very strong connection permitting said 
respective connector members 38 and 40 to be 
readily and easily rotatable Within its respective 
cap member to provide a universal SWivel. In the 
embodiment shown the upper connecting mem 
ber 38 is provided at its upper exposed end with 
an eye 53 containing the hoop 8 therein and 
the lower exposed end of the lower connector 
member 40 is provided with the connector means 
comprising a snap hook 54, provided if desired 
with a spring blade 56 for detachably securing a 
child controlling means within said hook. 

I have shown in the drawing two types of 
means for controlling a child which may be used 
alternatively for one child, or conjointly for tWO 
or more children. To provide an extension for 
a baby I provide a lead strap 58 comprising a 
strap of the belt type having a free end 60 and a 
suitable buckle 62 on the opposite end thereof 
for adjustably receiving the free end therein to 
provide in use a strap of double thickness. A 
ring 64 is provided at the upper end of the lead 
strap 58 for detachable securement to said Snap 
hook 54. The lower end of the lead strap 58 
may also be provided with a ring 66 having a 
Snap hook 68 universally mounted thereon, Said 
Snap hook 68 being also provided With a locking 
spring blade 70 if desired. I also provide a baby 
harness. While any desired type of baby har 
ness may be employed, I preferably employ a 
simple child's belt T2 having a free end T4 and 
a buckle 76 of standard type on the opposite end 
thereof for attaching said adjustable belt 72 in 
adjustable lengths around a baby's Waist, as 
around the baby 2 shown in Fig. 2. Said belt 72 
is also provided with a ring 78 through which 
the belt is threaded detachably securable to said 
Snap hook 70. As shown in Fig. 2 my device 
may be employed to guide a plurality of chil 
dren and in case it be desired to guide a child. 
4 of larger height, I also provide a child's hold 

ing handle 80 of standard type comprising a piece 
of bent wire having a loop 82 at the upper end 
thereof for detachable securement to the Snap 
hook 54 on the lower end of the dowel stock 22 
and a lower end bent to form trunnions having a 
standard type of roller handle 84. 

It is thus obvious that in use the hoop 8 may 
be readily grasped by the hand of the adult 6, 
or inserted over an arm as shown in Fig. 2. 
Where a baby harness 72 is desired this is first 
attached around the baby 2 and the length of 
my device adjusted by interposing the lead strap 
58 between the baby harness. 72 and Snap hook 54 
of the dowel stock 22, the baby belt 72 being ad 
justed to the size of the baby and the lead strap 
being adjusted in length to the height of the 
baby. Where it is also desired to guide a larger 
child 4, the child's holding handle 80 may be 
detachably secured to the snap hook 54 mounted 
for SWivel movement on the lower end of the 
dowel stock 22. It is thus obvious that while the 
children may twist and turn as much as they 
want to, by proper manipulation of the device 
by the adult guider, the children will be contin 
uously supported and the device will not tangle 
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up. The universal connections at the upper and 
lower ends of the connecting rod or dowel stock 
22 are particularly desirable for use With a single 
child and When employing a baby harness, per 
mitting the child to go through all SOrts of COn 
tortions in learning to Walk, or otherwise with 
out tangling the device and permitting the adult 
to readily support the child while learning to 
Walk. 

It is also obvious that if desired the various 
parts of my device may be disassembled and 
folded into Small compass for carrying purposes. 

It is understood that my invention is not lim 
'ited to the Specific embodiment shown and that 
various deviations thereof may be made Without 
departing from the Spirit and Scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device for guiding a plurality of children 

of different heights, comprising a hoop for re 
ceiving the arm. Or hand of an adult guider, a 
rigid dowel Stock having an upper end universally 
attached to said hoop, a child's holding handle 
and a lead strap universally attached to the lower 
end of Said dowel Stock and a baby harness uni 
versally attached to the lower end of said lead 
strap. 

2. A device for guiding a plurality of children of 
different heights, comprising a hoop for receiv 
ing the arm or hand of an adult guider, a rigid 
dowel stock having an upper end attached to said 
hoop, a child's holding handle and a lead strap 
attached to the lower end of said dowel stock and 
a baby harness attached to the lower end of 
said lead strap. 

3. A device for guiding a child, comprising 
means at the upper end thereof for receiving the 
arm or hand of an adult guider, a rigid guide 
member having an upper end universally at 
tached to Said means, a lead strap universally 
attached to the lower end of said guide member. 
and a baby harneSS universally attached to the 
lower end of Said lead strap. 

4. A device for guiding a child, comprising a 
hoop for receiving the arm or hand of an adult 
guider, a rigid stock having an upper end uni 
Versally attached to said hoop, a lead strap uni 
versally attached to the lower end of said dowel 
stock and a baby harness universally attached to 
the lower end of said lead strap. 

5. A device for guiding a plurality of children 
of different heights comprising a hoop for re 
ceiving the arm or hand of an adult guider, a 
rigid dowel stock having upper and lower ends 
of reduced diameter, a cap member for the up 
per end having a central hole, a connector mem 
ber comprising a stem extending through said 
cap hole and having an enlarged inner end to 
prevent Withdrawal through said cap hole and an 
eye containing said hoop on the exposed upper 
end thereof, Said connector member being rotat 
able Within said cap to provide a swivel connec 
tion between said dowel stock and hoop and a 
pin extending diametrically through said cap 
member and enclosed portion of said dowel stock, 
a cap member for the lower end of said dowel 
stock also having a central hole, a connector 
member comprising a stem extending through 
Said cap hole and having an enlarged inner end 
to prevent withdrawal thereof through said cap 
hole and a Snap hook on the exposed lower end 
thereof, said connector member being also ro 
tatable within said cap to provide a swivel, a 
child's holding handle and a lead strap attached 
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to said Snap hook and a baby harness universally 
attached to the lower end of said lead strap. 

6. A device for guiding a child, comprising a 
hoop for receiving the arm or hand of an adult 
guider, a rigid dowel stock having upper and 
lower ends of reduced diameter, a cap member 
for the upper end having a central hole, a con 
nector member comprising a stem extending 
through said cap hole and having an enlarged 
inner end to prevent withdrawal through said cap 
hole and an eye containing said hoop on the ex 
posed upper end thereof, said connector member 
being rotatable Within said cap to provide a swivel 
connection between said dowel stock and hoop 
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and a pin extending diametrically through said 
cap member and enclosed portion of said dowel 
stock, a cap member for the lower end of said 
dowel stock also having a central hole, a con 
nector member comprising a stem extending 
through said cap hole and having an enlarged 
inner end to prevent withdrawal thereof through 
Said cap hole and a Snap hook on the exposed 
lower end thereof, said connector member being 
also rotatable within said cap to provide a swivel 
and means Controlling said child detachably 
Securable to said Snap hook. 

EDOUARD J. NADEAU. 


