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1. 

MULTIPONTDATA COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 
WITH COLLISION DETECTION 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

The present application is related to an application 
for U.S. Letters Patent by C. F. Ault and K. F. Kocan 
entitled "Improved Multipoint Data Communication 
System with Local Access Arbitration', Ser. No. 
355,258, which is being filed on the same day as this 
application and which is assigned to the same assignee. 
Both applications disclose in part the same matter but 
individually claim different inventive concepts. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to data communication sys 
tems, and more particularly to multipoint access data 
communication systems with collision detection. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Large scale computer systems typically have a num 

ber of component parts such as processors, storage 
devices, and input/output units, and data is regularly 
transferred among them during the execution of system 
tasks. In distributed processing systems, which gener 
ally employ several cooperating processors to perform 
system tasks, the problem of communications among 
the various units of the system can become very com 
plex. 
As distributed processing systems become widely 

used, attention is being given to standardizing the data 
communication systems which provide communica 
tions between the various parts that make up the distrib 
uted processing system. One type of communication 
system which has gained wide acceptance is the carrier 
sense multiple access-collision detect (CSMA-CD) type 
of system, exemplified by the Ethernet (R), a multipoint 
access data communication system with collision detec 
tion, which is substantially described in Metcalfe et al., 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,063,220. 
The data communication system described by Met 

calfe et al. comprises a bit-serial receiver-transmitter 
network which provides a communication path for a 
plurality of using devices, such as processors, storage 
devices, and input output units, that are connected to it. 
The network is centered around a communicating me 
dium, such as a coaxial cable, to which a plurality of 
transceivers are tied for communicating across the me 
dium. A plurality of corresponding using devices is 
connected to the plurality of transceivers by means of 
associated network interface stages. Each transceiver 
and interface stage combination constantly senses the 
data stream passing through the network, the interface 
stage constantly looking for data packets addressed to 
it, that is, to its associated using unit. 

In addition to providing normal transmitting and 
receiving functions, the transceiver provides further 
control functions, utilized for aborting a transmission of 
data packets from the interface stage, when it senses a 
collision on the medium-herein also referred to as 
remote collision-of data transmitted by the associated 
and another interface stage. Also, the associated inter 
face stage blocks its transmission of data when it senses 
the presence of other data on the medium. 
While being advantageous from the standpoint of 

simplicity and versatility, conventional Ethernet-type 
data communication systems suffer from certain disad 
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vantages that limit their application and usefulness. For 
example, such systems utilize a single communication 
medium, in terms of providing only a single communi 
cation path between any two using devices. The use of 
a simplex medium adversely affects the availability of 
the communication system: system reliability is low 
because the system is brought down by a single failure 
in the communication medium. Such fault sensitivity in 
turn dictates the use of a very reliable, and hence very 
expensive, communication medium to lower the proba 
bility of failure, which increases system cost. The use of 
a simplex medium also demands that the system be shut 
down to service the communication medium and to 
connect using units to the medium or to disconnect 
using units from the medium. Though devices for mak 
ing in-service taps of the medium have been developed, 
they often provide connections to the medium which 
are of questionable reliability and may cause shorts in 
the medium which lower the medium's reliability. 

Also in conventional Ethernet-type systems, each 
using device is connected to the communication me 
dium at a separate tap via a dedicated transceiver and 
interface stage combination. Because of the deteriora 
tion of the medium's electrical characteristics caused by 
taps on the medium, the number of taps, and hence the 
number of using devices that can be connected to the 
medium, has been limited. Also, the use of a separate 
dedicated transceiver with each using device has made 
addition of using devices to the system costly. But, inter 
alia because of the way in which collision detection is 
accomplished in such systems-for example through a 
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bit-by-bit comparison of signals transmitted and signals 
simultaneously detected by a transceiver on the medi 
un-the use of a single transceiver to service more than 
one using device without radically altering the commu 
nications protocol has not been thought possible. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is these and other disadvantages of the prior data 
communication systems that the present invention is 
directed to solve. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, an in 
proved data communication system includes a plurality 
of substantially duplicative communication media, a 
plurality of transceiver means each connected to at least 
one of the plurality of communication media, collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver 
means, and a plurality of means for interfacing using 
means and transceiver means, each interface means 
connected to at least one of the plurality of transceiver 
means such that the associated using means have com 
munication access via the transceiver means to the plu 
rality of communication media. 

Preferably, each one of the transceiver means is con 
nected to one of the plurality of communication media, 
and each of the interface means is connected to a plural 
ity of transceiver means each one of which is connected 
to a different one of the communication media. Prefera 
bly the number of communication media utilized is two. 
According to a second aspect of the invention, a data 

communication system which includes a communica 
tion medium, a plurality of transceiver means connected 
to the medium, and remote collision detection means 
associated with each transceiver means, comprises at 
least one transceiver means adapted to be concurrently 
interfaced for communication with a plurality of using 
e2S. 
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Preferably, the data communication system also com 
prises local collision detection means associated with 
the at least one transceiver means for detecting a colli 
sion between communications of a plurality of using 
means interfaced to that transceiver means. Preferably, 
the local collision detection means include means for 
preventing locally originating contemporaneous com 
munications from physically colliding. 

Also, the using means are preferably interfaced for 
communication to the transceiver means by a plurality 
of interface means which are connected to the plurality 
of transceiver means, and the at least one transceiver 
means is adapted for concurrent connection to a plural 
ity of the interface means. Likewise, the remote and 
local collision detection means associated with the at 
least one transceiver means are preferably adapted for 
concurrent connection to the plurality of the interface 
eaS. 
Preferably, the two above-described aspects of this 

invention may be combined, such that an improved data 
communication system has a plurality of substantially 
duplicative communication media, a plurality of trans 
ceiver means each connected to one of the plurality of 
communication media, remote collision detection 
means associated with each transceiver means, a plural 
ity of means for interfacing using means and transceiver 
means, each connected to a plurality of transceiver 
means each one of which is connected to a different one 
of the communication media, such that the using means 
has selective communication access to the plurality of 
communication media, and means associated with at 
least one of the transceiver means for adapting it for 
concurrent connection to a plurality of interface means. 
Preferably this communication system also comprises 
local collision detection means associated with the at 
least one transceiver means for detecting collisions be 
tween communications of a plurality of using means 
interfaced to that transceiver means, and preferably the 
local collision detection means include means for pre 
venting locally originating contemporaneous communi 
cations from physically colliding. 
The above-described improvements to the data com 

munication system have numerous advantages. 
By providing plural communication media, system 

availability is drastically improved. System reliability is 
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heightened because a failure of a single communication 
medium will no longer bring the system down: as long 
as at least one communication medium is functional, the 
system can remain in operation. Because a failure of a 
communication medium can be tolerated by the system, 
individually less reliable, and hence much cheaper, 
communication media can be utilized in the system, thus 
lowering the system cost vis-a-vis the value of the im 
provement in system reliability. System reliability is 
also increased because the plurality of communication 
media provide the system with greater error detection 
capability, for example by allowing a single communi 
cation to proceed simultaneously across more than one 
communication medium and then voting on the plural 
ity of received communications at the destination, or by 
dedicating one of the communication media for use as a 
maintenance channel, and/or a network administration 
channel. Briefly described, this latter function includes 
the ability to accumulate traffic counts, the ability to 
change system configuration, and the ability to rou 
tinely diagnose parts of the system and to receive re 
ports back using this second channel. 

50 

55 

4. 
System down-time is also decreased because the sys 

ten need not be shut down for communication medium 
maintenance, or for system modifications. For example, 
if a communication medium needs to be repaired be 
cause it has failed, or if using devices need to be con 
nected to or disconnected from the medium, system 
communications are merely switched over to one of the 
other communication media and work can now proceed 
on the previously utilized medium. 

Enabling a plurality of using devices to share a single 
transceiver in common reduces the number of trans 
ceivers and associated hardware that must be used in 
the system, thereby providing a significant improve 
ment in the cost of the system. The savings obtained by 
a reduction, by a given factor, in the number of trans 
ceivers used can often more than compensate for the 
cost of increasing the number of duplicative media by 
the same factor, thereby resulting in an improved sys 
tem that is vastly more reliable, yet cheaper, than a 
system not utilizing these inventive improvements. The 
combination of two or more buses and transceivers 
adapted to be shared by a plurality of using devices may 
be optimized for any particular application, thus trading 
cost and traffic considerations against reliability. Fur 
thermore, this tradeoff may be made on a subnetwork 
basis, at each tap on the communication medium: for 
example, a key processor could use two buses but not 
share a transceiver with any other unit, while a large 
number of terminal processors could share a single 
transceiver. 
As was mentioned above, each transceiver is conven 

tionally connected to the communication medium at a 
separate tap, and the taps cause deterioration of the 
electrical characteristics of the medium. The inventive 
reduction in the number of transceivers used therefore 
improves the electrical characteristics of the medium by 
decreasing the number of taps. Alternatively, the maxi 
mum number of using devices that can be connected to 
the communication medium without deteriorating me 
dium characteristics below a usable minimum is in 
creased, because no longer does each using device re 
quire a separate tap. 

Furthermore, because the connection to or discon 
nection from a transceiver of one or more using devices 
does not affect the electrical characteristics of the com 
munication medium to which the transceiver is con 
nected, in-service changes of the system at any trans 
ceiver location can be easily made. 
These and other advantages of the invention will 

become apparent during the following description of an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention taken together 
with the drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an illustrative communi 
cation system constructed according to the present 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a logic diagram of a transceiver block of 

FIG. 1; m 
FIG. 3 is a logic diagram of an interface stage block 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a logic diagram of a first embodiment of an 

adapter and local collision detector block of FIG. 1; 
65 FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of an energy detector 

block of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a logic diagram of the two-or-more monitor 

block of FIG. 4; 



5 
FIG. 7 is a state diagram of the local collision detec 

tor of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 8 is a logic diagram of a second embodiment of 

an adapter and local collision detector block of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 9 is a logic diagram of the transmission control 

ler block of FIG. 8; 
FIG. 10 is a logic diagram of the transmission selector 

block of FIG. 8; 
FIG. 11 is a state diagram of the local collision detec 

tor of FIG. 8; and 
FIG. 12 is a logic diagram of a bus switch block of 

FIG. 1. 

OETALED DESCRIPTION 

The illustrative embodiment of the present invention 
is an improvement to the Ethernet-type communication 
system disclosed in Metcalfe et al., U.S. Pat. No. 
4,063,220. The disclosure of that patent is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

Referring now to the drawing, FIG. 1 shows a block 
diagram of the illustrative communication system con 
structed according to the present invention. 
The communication system is centered around two 

buses 1010 and 1011, each of which serves as a commu 
nication medium of the system. Each bus 1010, 1011 
comprises a coaxial cable. The two buses 1010, 1011 are 
substantially duplicative, images of each other. Each of 
the buses 1010, 1011 substantially corresponds to the 
bus 10 of Metcalfe et al. Each end of each bus 1010, 
1011 is terminated in a terminator 1030. The terminators 
1030 are akin to the terminators 30 of Metcalfe et al. 
Distributed along the bus 1010 are a plurality of trans 
ceiver modules 1129, 1125, 1126. Similarly distributed 
along the bus 1011 are a plurality of transceiver modules 
1107, 1108, 1109. 

In the example of FIG. 1, each transceiver module is 
adapted for connection to four interface modules, 
though it need not be connected to as few or as many as 
four, and each interface module is adapted for connec 
tion to two transceiver modules. Each interface module 
is connected to one transceiver module on the bus 1010 
and to one transceiver module on the bus 1011. Thus the 
transceiver modules 1125 and 1107 are shown each 
connected to four interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, 
and 1118; the transceiver modules 1129 and 1108 are 
shown each connected to four interface modules 1119, 
1120, 1121, and 1122; and the transceiver modules 1126 
and 1109 are shown each connected to only two inter 
face modules 1123 and 1124. 
A using device is in turn connected to each of the 

interface modules: device 1127 to the module 1112, 
device 1128 to the module 1114, device 1140 to the 
module 1117, device 1141 to the module 1118, device 
1142 to the module 1119, device 1143 to the module 
1120, device 1144 to the module 1121, device 1145 to 
the module 1122, device 1146 to the module 1123, and 
device 1147 to the module 1124. 
A using device can be any device desired to be con 

nected to the data communications system for commu 
nication. For example, it can be a data processor, an I/O 
terminal, a mass storage device, or an external data 
communication link. 
The system configuration shown in FIG. 1 can be 

varied at will: using devices and their associated net 
work interface modules can be added to or deleted from 
the system to reconfigure it, and additional transceiver 
modules may be added to the system to increase its 
capacity. 

4,464,658 
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6 
The communication system shown in FIG. 1 can also 

be interconnected, through repeaters (not shown) to 
another similar communication system (not shown). 
Two repeaters would be required for such interconnec 
tion, one repeater to connect bus 1011 to its counterpart 
in the second communication system, in a manner 
shown in FIG. 1 of Metcalfe et al., and the second 
repeater to connect bus 1010 to its counterpart in the 
second communication system, in a similar manner. 

All of the transceiver modules of FIG. 1 are substan 
tially identical. Representative of them is the trans 
ceiver module 1125, which includes a tap 1101, a trans 
ceiver 1111, and an adapter and local collision detector 
stage 1130. The transceiver 1111 is substantially like the 
transceiver 111 of Metcalfe et al., and includes a trans 
mitter 1301, a receiver 1302, and a remote collision 
detector 1113, as shown in FIG. 2. These elements of 
the transceiver 1111 are AC-coupled to the bus 1010 
(see FIG. 5 of Metcalfe et al.) to provide ground isola 
tion for the bus 1010 from the system circuitry. The 
transceiver 1111 is connected for communications to 
the bus 1010 by the tap 1101, which is substantially like 
the tap 101 of Metcalfe et al. The local collision detec 
tor and adapter stage 1130 is connected to the trans 
ceiver 1111 and adapts it for concurrent connection to a 
plurality of interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, 1118. 
The local collision detector and adapter stage 1130 is 
discussed in more detail below in conjunction with 
FIGS. 4-11. 

All of the interface modules are also substantially the 
same. Their function is to interface the using devices to 
the transceiver modules for communication; therefore, 
their organization depends in part upon the type of 
using device they are interfacing. As shown in FIG. 1, 
the interface module 1112, taken as representative of all 
the interface modules, includes an interface stage 1115 
and a bus switch 1001. The interface stage 1115 is sub 
stantially like the interface stage 115 or 116 of Metcalfe 
et at, and includes a transmitter interface 1171, a re 
ceiver interface 1172, and a collision backoff control 
1173, as shown in FIG. 3. For an interface stage akin to 
the stage 116 of Metcalfe et al, the collision backoff 
control 1173 is merely a straight-through connection. 
The interface stage 1115 has connected to it the using 
device 1127. It is in turn selectively connected for com 
munications to the two transceiver modules 1125, 1107 
by the switch 1001. Thus the interface stage 1115 can 
interface the device 1127 selectively to the transceiver 
module 1125 or 1107, for communications on the bus 
1010 or 1011, respectively. The other using devices are 
similarly interfaced for communications by their inter 
face modules. The switches in all of the interface mod 
ules are connected to a common switch control line 
1002 which controls the switches commonly, in unison. 
The switch 1001 is discussed in greater detail below in 
conjunction with FIG. 12. 

Turning now to FIG. 4, there is shown a logic dia 
gram of a first embodiment of the local collision detec 
tor and adapter stage 1130 of the transceiver module 
1125. The stage 1130 is representative of the local colli 
sion detector and adapter stages of the other transceiver 
modules and therefore only the one stage will be dis 
cussed. 
The stage 1130 adapts the transceiver 1111 for con 

current connection to the plurality of the interface mod 
ules 1112, 1114, 1117, 1118, by fanning out the trans 
ceiver's inputs and outputs to the plurality of outputs 
and inputs of those interface modules. The stage 1130 
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also detects local collisions, which are communications, 
transmissions, attempted contemporaneously by a plu 
rality of the interface units which are connected to that 
transceiver 1111. The stage 1130 is connected to the "i", 
"o", and 'c' lines of the transceiver 1125, (see FIG. 2) 
and to the "o", "i1', and "c1" lines of both the switch 
1001 (see FIG. 12) of the interface module 1112 and the 
switches of the interface modules 1114, 1117, and 1118 
(see FIG. 1). All of these lines, and other lines discussed 
hereafter, are preferably twisted pairs of insulated wire. 
The line "i" which leads from the output of the re 

ceiver 1302 (see FIG. 2) is terminated at the input of a 
line receiver 2001. The line receiver 2001, as well as 
other line receivers and line drivers referred to below, 
are standard commercially available units, such as the 
device 10116 manufactured by Motorola, Inc. of Phoe 
mix, Ariz. The line receiver 2001 regenerates signals 
present on the "i" line and uses the regenerated signals 
to drive the inputs of line drivers 2002, 2003, 2004, and 
2005. The output of each of the line drivers 2002, 2003, 
2004, and 2005 in turn drives the "il' line of one of the 
interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, and 1118, respec 
tively. The output of the receiver of any other trans 
ceiver module is similarly fanned out to each of the 
interface modules connected to that transceiver mod 
ule. 
The lines “ol’ from the four interface modules 1112, 

1114, 1117 and 1118 are terminated in the inputs of line 
receivers 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009, respectively. The 
outputs of the line receivers 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 
are connected to the inputs of a conventional "OR" 
circuit 2010 which combines their outputs onto a single 
output that forms the input to a line driver 2011. The 
output of the line driver 2011 is connected to the line 
"o' which leads to the input of the transmitter 1301 (see 
FIG. 2). The input to the transmitter of any other trans 
ceiver module is similarly fanned out to each of the 
interface modules connected to that transceiver mod 
ule. '. 

The outputs of the line resceivers 2006, 2007, 2008, 
and 2009 are also tapped for use by the local collision 
detection circuit 1370 of the adapter and local collision 
detector 1130. As shown in FIG. 4, the output of each 
of those four line receivers is connected to the input of 
one of four energy detectors 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015, 
respectively. Each of the energy detectors monitors the 
output of the associated line receiver and outputs a high 
signal when it senses the presence of a significant 
amount of energy, signifying a transmission, on the 
output of the associated line receiver. 

All of the energy detectors are the same. The circuit 
diagram of the representative energy detector 2012 is 
shown in FIG. 5. The energy detector 2012 taps the 
output of the line receiver 2006 across a current-limiting 
resistor 3001. A diode 3002 allows the energy tapped 
from the line receiver's output to charge a lossy integra 
tor comprised of a capacitor 3003 and a resistor 3004. 
The integrated signal is input into a conventional com 
parator 3005. The second input to the comparator 3005 
is a reference signal, derived from a reference voltage 
VREF through a voltage divider comprised of resistors 
3006 and 3008. Negative feedback across a resistor 3007 
is provided to the second input of the comparator 3005 
from the comparator's output to provide hysteresis. The 
comparator 3005 compares the integrated sampled sig 
nal with the reference signal. When the integrated input 
signal voltage exceeds the voltage of the reference sig 
nal, indicating the occurrence of a transmission at the 
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output of the line receiver 2006, the comparator 3005 
outputs a signal indicative of that fact, 

Returning to FIG. 4, the outputs of the four energy 
detectors 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 are connected to 
the inputs of a "two-or-more" detector 2016. The "two 
or-more' detector 2016 monitors the outputs of the four 
energy detectors and generates a high signal at its own 
output whenever it sees "energy detected' high signals 
concurrently at the outputs of two or more of the four 
associated energy detectors. As will be shown later, the 
output signal of the "two-or-more' detector 2016 is 
indicative of a local collision, that is, of a simultaneous 
attempt by two or more of the interface modules 1115, 
1114, 1117 and 1118 to transmit to the transceiver mod 
ule 1125. 
A logic diagram of the two or more detector circuit 

2016 is shown in FIG. 6. The detector circuit 2016 is 
representative of all other detector circuits in the sys 
tem and therefore only the one detector circuit 2016 
will be described. The output of the energy detector 
2015 is connected to one input of a conventional 
"NAND” gate 3016 of the monitor 2016 and to the 
input of a conventional inverter 3101. The output of the 
energy detector 2014 is connected to the input of an 
inverter 3102 and to the second input of the gate 3106. 
The output of the energy detector 2013, is similarly 
connected to the input of an inverter 3104 and to one 
input of a "NAND" gate 3103. And the output of the 
energy detector 2012 connects to the input of an in 
verter 3105 and to the second input of the gate 3103. 
The outputs of the gates 3101, 3102 and 3103 form in 
puts to the "NAND" gate 3107, and the outputs of the 
gates 3104,3105, and 3106 form inputs to the "NAND” 
gate 3108. In turn, the outputs of gates 3107 and 3108 
connect to the inputs of a "NAND" gate 3109. 
The output of the gate 3109 connects to the Sinput of 

a collision flip-flop 3110, which is a conventional R/S 
flip-flop comprised of a pair of “NAND" gates. The Q 
output of the collision flip-flop 3110 is connected across 
a delay line 3111 to an input of an "OR" gate 3112. The 
outputs of the four energy detectors 2012-2015 form the 
other inputs on the gate 3112. The output of the gate 
3112 is connected to the Rinput of the collision flip-flop 
31.10. 
The operation of the circuit of FIG. 6 is as follows. 

When one or none of the energy detectors 2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015 have a high signal present at their outputs, 
the output of the gate 3109 is high. The high signal on 
the output of the gate 3109 causes a low signal to be 
present at the Q output of the collision flip-flop 3110, 
indicating, the absence of a local collision. The Qoutput 
of the flip-flop. 3110 is high, and therefore the Rinput of 
the flip-flop 3110 is also high. With Rhigh, the flip-flop 
3110 can set but cannot reset. 
When two or more of the energy detectors 2012-2015 

have a high signal present at their outputs, the output of 
the gate 3109 is low. The low signal on the output of the 
gate 3109 causes the flip-flop 3110, to set and a high 
signal to be present at the Q output of the collision 
flip-flop 3110 indicating the occurrence of a local colli 
sion. The Q output of the flip-flop. 3110 is low; however, 
the Rinput of the flip-flop 3110 is high because one or 
more of the signals to the gate 3112 are high and also 
because, for the duration of the time delay after the Q 
output goes low, the output of the delay 3111 will re 
main high. 
When outputs of all, or all but one, of the energy 

detectors 2012-2015 drop low, the output of the gate 
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3109 goes high, tending to reset the flip-flop 3110 by 
changing the output Q of the flip-flop 3110 to low and 
the output Q to high. If the output of one of the entry 
detectors 2012-2015 remains high, however, the R 
input of the flip-flop 3110 remains high and the flip-flop 
3110 is prevented from resetting. Also, if the outputs of 
all of the energy detectors 2012-2015 go low during the 
time delay period following the setting of the flip-flop 
3110, the delay 3111 insures that the R input to the 
flip-flop 3110 will remain high and thus prevents the 
flip-flop 3110 from changing its state until the time 
delay period has expired. Only if the reset has occurred 
after the expiration of the time delay period following 
the setting of the flip-flop 3110, so that the low state of 
the Q output has propagated through the delay 3111 to 
the gate 3112, is the flip-flop 3110 enabled to reset im 
mediately. Thus the delay 3111 insures that once a local 
collision has occurred, a "collision detected' high out 
put signal remains on the Q output of the flip-flop 3110 
for at least a period of time equal to the duration of the 
time delay period. When the delay expires and all trans 
missions cease, the flip-flop 3110 is allowed to change 
state in response to the high signal present at its S input, 
sending its Q output low and its Q output high again. 

Prolonging thus the minimum duration of the local 
"collision detected' signal enables all tasks of the proto 
col associated with the occurrence of a collision to be 
acted upon before the collision ceases to be detected. 

Referring to FIG. 2, line "c", which leads to the 
remote collision detector 1113 is not connected directly 
to the remote collision detector's output. The reason is 
that the output signal of the remote collision detector 
1113 is a direct current signal (see Metcalfe et al.) which 
is not particularly suited for transmission over the dis 
tances between the transceiver module 1125 and the 
interface module 1112 that interconnections via twisted 
pairs permit. The DC output signal of the remote colli 
sion detector 1113 is therefore converted into an AC 
signal. The output of the remote collision detector 1113 
is input into a "NAND" gate 1160 along with the output 
of an oscillator 1161 which preferably has a frequency 
of 10 MHz. The output of the gate 1160 is AC-coupled 
to the input of a line driver 1162, whose inverted output 
is connected to the line "c". The result is that no signals 
appear on the line "c" when the output of the remote 
collision detector 1113 is low, but signals of the oscilla 
tor 1161 frequency are sent on the line "c" when the 
output of the remote collision detector 1113 is high. 

In systems where the output of the remote collision 
detector is a digital signal, the additional gate 1160 and 
oscillator 1161 are not utilized. Instead, the output of 
the remote collision detector is AC-coupled directly to 
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inverted, output is connected to the line "c'. 

Returning again to FIG. 4, the line "c' from the 
transceiver 1125 is terminated in the input of a line 
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outputs connect to the "c1" lines of interface modules 
1112, 1114, 1117, and 1118. 
The output signal of the two-or-more monitor 2016 is 

a DC signal, and it acts as a controller of the gate 2020: 
when the output signal of the monitor 2016 is low, indi 
cating the absence of a local collision, the signal from 
the remote collision detector 1113 is allowed to pass 
through the gates 2020 and 2021 onto the lines "c1'. But 
when the output signal of the monitor 2016 is high, 
indicating the presence of a local collision, the signal 
from the remote collision detector 1113 is blocked at the 
gate 2020, the output signal of the monitor 2016 allows 
a signal from the oscillator 2017 to pass through the gate 
2019 to indicate the presence of a local collision, and 
this oscillator signal is then allowed to pass through th 
gate 2021 onto the lines "c1'. 
The above-described logic configuration is such that 

signals from the remote collision detector 1113 are 
fanned out onto the lines "c1' when local collision is 
not detected, but when a local collision is detected, the 
signals from the detector 1113 are blocked and signals 
from the local collision oscillator 2017 are fanned out 
onto the lines "c1'. 

Each set of the three lines "i1','o', and "c1' from 
the adapter and local collision detector 1130 of the 
transceiver module 1125 connects to a bus switch in one 
of the interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, and 1118. 
Should fewer than four interface modules be connected 
to the transceiver module 1125, as is the case for the 
transceiver modules 1126 and 1109, the "i1', 'o', and 
'c' lines intended for the absent interface module are 
simply left unconnected. 
While the above-described embodiment of the 

adapter and local collision detector stage 1130, shown 
in FIG. 4, allows a local collision to occur, and the 
resulting garbled transmission to be broadcast over the 
communication medium, a second embodiment of the 
circuit 1130, shown in block diagram form in FIG. 8, 
prevents local collision from physically, though not 
from logically, occurring. This implementation primar 
ily holds advantages for systems which utilize protocols 
associated with collision detection that are more com 
plex than the protocol of Metcalfe et al., for example for 
those that require a "collision detected' signal to be 
broadcast over the communication medium after a colli 
sion has been sensed. 
As FIG. 8 shows, this second embodiment of the 

circuit 1130 adds to the circuit of FIG. 4 a transmission 
selector 2510 and a transmission controller 2511. The 
transmission selector 2510 allows a transmission from 
only one of the using unis 1127, 1128, 1140, and 1141 to 
enter the transceiver 1111 at any one time. The trans 
mission controller 2511 controls the operation of the 
transmission selector 2510 and dictates to it which trans 
mission will be allowed to pass therethrough. 

receiver 2022. The output of the line receiver 2022 is 
connected to one input of a "NAND" gate 2020. 
The output of the two-or-more monitor 2016 is con 

nected to an inverter 2018, whose output is connected 
to a second input of the gate 2020. The output of the 
two-or-more monitor 2016 is also connected, along with 
the output of an oscillator 2017 which has the same 
frequency as the oscillator 1161, to the inputs of a 
"NAND" gate 2019. The output of the gates 2019 and 
2020 are connected to the inputs of a "NAND" gate 
2021. The output of the gate 2021 in turn connects to the 
inputs of line drivers 2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026, whose 

65 

The logic diagram of the transmission controller 2511 
is shown in FIG. 9. The controller 2511 has as its inputs 
the outputs of the four energy detectors 2012, 2013, 
2014, and 2015 and the output of the two-or-more moni 
tor 2016. The output of the energy detector 2012 forms 
first inputs to a conventional "AND" gate 2512 and to 
a conventional “NOR' gate 2513. A second input of the 
gate 2513 is connected to the output of the two-or-more 
monitor 2016. The outputs of the gates 2512 and 2513 
form the S and Rinputs, respectively, to a transmit 
flip-flop. 2525 which is a conventional R/S flip-flop 
comprised of two "NOR" gates. 



4,464,658 
11 

The output of the energy detector 2013 forms first 
inputs to an "AND" gate 2514 and a "NOR" gate 2515; 
a second input of the gate 2515 is also connected to the 
output of the monitor 2016. The output of the gate 2515 
is connected to one input of a conventional "OR" gate 
2520, whose second input is connected to the Q output 
of the transmit flip-flop 2525. The outputs of the gates 
2514 and 2520 connect to the S and R inputs, respec 
tively, of a transmit flip-flop 2526. 
The outputs of the energy detector 2014 forms first 

inputs to an "AND" gate 2516 and a "NOR” gate 2517. 
A second input of the gate 2517 is again connected to 
the output of the monitor 2016. The output of the gate 
2517 is connected to one input of an "OR' gate 2521, 
whose second and third inputs are connected to the Q 
outputs of the flip-flop 2525 and 2526. The outputs of 
the gates 2516 and 2521 are connected to the S and R 
inputs, respectively, of a transmit flip-flop 2527. 

Finally, the output of the energy detector 2015 forms 
first inputs to an “AND” gate 2518 and a "NOR" gate 
2519. A second input of the gate 2519 is connected to 
the output of the monitor 2016. The output of the gate 
2519 is connected to one input of an "OR" gate 2521, 
whose second, third, and fourth inputs are connected to 
the Q outputs of the flip-flops 2525, 2526, and 2527. The 
outputs of the gates 2518 and 2522 form S and Rinputs, 
respectively, to a transmit flip-flop 2528. 
The outputs of the four transmit flip-flops 2525, 2526, 

2527, and 2528, also form the inputs of an idle gate 2529, 
which is a conventional "NOR' gate whose output 
forms a second input to the gates 2512, 2514, 2516, and 
2518. While the outputs of all four energy detectors are 
low, indicating an idle condition in which no local 
transmissions are occurring, the output of the idle gate 
2529 is high to reflect this fact. 
The circuit of the transmission controller 2511 of 

FIG. 9 is such that the output of a transmit flip-flop is 
low for as long as the output of the associated energy 
detector and of the monitor 2016 is low. 
When the output of one of the energy detectors goes 

high, indicating that one local transmission is occurring, 
the output of the associated transmit flip-flop also goes 
high. This causes the output of the idle gate 2529 to go 
low, thereby causing the outputs of the other three 
transmit flip-flops to be clamped low for as long as the 
output of the one transmit flip-flop is high. When the 
output of the one detector goes low again, the output of 
the associated transmit flip-flop drops to low, causing 
the output of the idlegate 2529 to become high, and the 
idle state is resumed. 

Should the output of a second energy detector go 
high while the output of the one energy detector is still 
high, the output of the two-or-more monitor 2016 
would go high to indicate the occurrence of a local 
collision. The presence of a high signal on the output of 
the monitor 2016 clamps the outputs of the four transmit 
flip-flops to whatever state they were in when the two 
or-more monitor's output went high, and the outputs of 
the four transmit flip-flops are prevented from changing 
their state for as long as the output of the monitor 2016 
is high, irrespective of the state, or change in state, of 
the outputs of the energy detectors. When the output of 
the monitor 2016 goes low, the four transmit flip-flops 
are again enabled to respond to the state of the outputs 
of their associated energy detectors. 
Two or more of the transmit flip-flops 2525 to 2528 

can be set high concurrently only if the outputs of their 
respective energy detectors go high substantially simul 
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12 
taneously-within a time interval of one gate delay, 
which is approximately 5 nanoseconds. While ex 
tremely unlikely, this condition is nevertheless cor 
rected by the inclusion of the gates 2520, 2521, and 
2522. These gates serve to give the flip-flop 2525 prior 
ity over the other three transmit flip-flops, the flip-flop 
2526 priority over the flip-flops 2527 and 2528, and the 
flip-flop 2527 priority over the flip-flop 2528. For exam 
ple, if the outputs of the energy detectors 2013 and 2015 
went high at the same time, the Q outputs of both the 
flip-flops 2526 and 2528 would tend to go high, but the 
flip-flop 2528 would substantially immediately be 
caused to clamp low, allowing only the output of the 
flip-flop 2526 to remain high. 
The logic diagram of the transmission selector 2510 is 

shown in FIG. 10. The selector 2510 has as its inputs the 
Q outputs of the transmit flip-flops 2525-2528, and the 
outputs of the line drivers 2006-2009. The selector 2510 
includes four identical selector gate circuits 2550-2553. 
As shown for the gate selector circuit 2550, it is made 
up of an "OR" gate 2555 and an "AND" gate 2556. The 
output of the line driver 2006 connects to one input of 
the gate 2556. The outputs of the transmit flip-flop 2525 
and of the idle gate 2529 form the inputs to the gate 
2555, whose output forms the second input of the gate 
2556. Similarly, the outputs of the line driver 2007, the 
transmit flip-flop 2526, and the idle gate 2529 form the 
inputs of the selector gate circuit 2551; the outputs of 
the line driver 2008, the transmits flip-flop 2527, and the 
idle gate 2529 form the inputs of the selector gate circuit 
2552, and the outputs of the line driver 2009, the trans 
mits flip-flop 2528, and the idle gate 2529 form the in 
puts of the selector gate circuit 2553. 
The outputs of the selector gate circuits 2550-2553 

are connected to the inputs of the “OR” gate 2010. (See 
FIG. 8.) The operation of each selector gate circuit is 
such that signals at the associated line driver are 
blocked from reaching the gate 2010 unless either the 
output of the idle gate 2529 or the output of the associ 
ated transmit flip-flop are high. 
The operation of the transmission selector 2510, 

under the control of the transmission controller 2511, is 
as follows. When no local transmissions are occurring, 
the high output of the idlegate 2529 causes the outputs 
of all four line drivers 2006-2009 to be connected to the 
gate 2010. 
When a single local transmission occurs, for example 

at the line driver 2006, the output of the idlegate 2529 
goes low and the output of the transmit flip-flop 2525 
goes high while the outputs of the other transmit flip 
flops are clamped low. Thus, connections between the 
outputs of the line drivers 2007-2009 and the inputs of 
the gate 2010 are broken at the selector gate circuits 
2551-2553, and the one local transmission is allowed to 
pass from the output of the line driver 2006 to the gate 
2010. 
Should a second local transmission appear during this 

time at one of the other line drivers 2007-2009, it would 
be prevented by the selector gate circuits 2551-2553 
from reaching the gate 2010 and physically colliding 
with the first local transmission. 
The output of the driver 2006 remains connected to 

the input of the gae 2010 for as long as the first transmis 
sion is taking place, or for as long as the output of the 
two-or-more monitor 2016 remains high, whichever is 
later. Thereafter, through connections to the gate 2010 
are reestablished by all four of the selector gate circuits 
2550-2553. 
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Thus, it can be seen that a local collision is prevented 
from physically occurring on the coax bus by the 
adapter and local collision detector 1130 of FIG. 8. 
While a logical local collision can still occur, in that two 
or more using units sharing a common transceiver mod 
ule can attempt to transmit contemporaneously, a physi 
callocal collision, in terms of two attempted local trans 
missions mixing with each other to result in a garbled 
transmission being transmitted over the communication 
medium, cannot occur. 
The operation of the adapter and local collision de 

tector 1130 of FIG. 8 is diagramed in the state diagram 
of FIG. 11. That diagram shows that the adapter and 
local collision detector 1130 has three states: an idle 
state So, a valid transmission state S1, and a local colli 
sion state S2. The adapter and local collision detector 
1130 is in the idle state So when no local transmissions 
are occurring. When energy of a local transmission is 
detected at the output of one of the line drivers 
2006-2009, the associated transmit flip-flop of the trans 
mission controller is set high, and the circuit 1130 as 
sumes the S1 state. The transmission is assumed to be 
valid and proceeds until energy ceases to be detected at 
that driver's output or until energy is also detected at 
one or more other driver's outputs. If energy ceases to 
be detected, the set transmit flip-flop is reset to zero and 
the idle state So is resumed. But if energy is detected at 
more than one driver's output, the collision flip-flop at 
the output of the two or more monitor 2016 is set and 
the local collision state S2 is assumed. When energy 
ceases to be detected at all of the driver's outputs, all 
flip-flops of the adapter and local collision detector 
1130 are reset low and the idle state S0 is resumed. 
The state diagram of FIG. 11 may be compared side 

by-side with the state diagram of FIG. 7 which dia 
grams the operation of the adapter and local collision 
detector 1130 of FIG. 4. As can be seen from the two 
state diagrams, the operation of the adapter and detec 
tor of FIG. 4 is a simplification of the operation of the 
adapter and detector of FIG. 8. 
Turning now to FIG. 12, there is shown a simplified 

circuit diagram of the switch 1001 of the interface mod 
ule 1112. The switch 1001 is representative of the 
switches of the other interface modules and therefore 
only the one switch 1001 will be discussed. 
The switch 1001 adapts the interface module 1112 for 

connection to the two transceiver modules 1125 and 
1107. The function of the bus switch 1001 is to establish 
a communications path between the interface stage 1115 
and one of the two transceiver modules 1125, 1107. The 
using device 1127 can therefore be selectively inter 
faced for communication either to the transceiver 1107 
on the bus 1011 or to the transceiver 1125 on the bus 
1010 (see FIG. 1). The selection of one of the two com 
munications paths is made through the control line 
1002. 
The switch 1001 is connected to the "i', 'o', and "c' 

lines (see FIG. 1 of Metcalfe et al.) of the interface stage 
1115 (see FIG. 3), to the "o1", "ill', and "c1" lines 
which connect to the adapter and local collision detec 
tor unit 1130 (see FIGS. 4 and 8), and to the lines "o2' 
"i2", and "c2" which correspond to the lines "ol', "i1', 
and "c1", respectively, but connect to the transceiver 
module 1107. 
The switch 1001 is controlled by the control line 1002 

which provides a control signal to the logic of the 
switch 1001 that determines to which of the two trans 
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ceiver modules 1125, 1107 the switch 1001 will establish 
a communication path at that time. 
The control line 1002 is terminated in the input of a 

line receiver 5004. The output of the line receiver 5004 
provides both a control for the logic that couples the 
data path to the transceiver module 1107, and an input 
to an inverter 5005 whose output provides a control for 
the circuitry that couples the data path to the trans 
ceiver module 1125. 
As shown by FIG. 3, the line "o' leads from the 

transmitter interface 1171 of the interface stage 1115. 
The output of the transmitter interface 1171 is con 
nected to the input of a line driver 1174. The output of 
the line driver 1174 is connected to one end of the line 
"o'. Referring again to FIG. 12, the other end to the 
line "o' is conected to the input of a line receiver 5001 
which amplifies signals present on the "o" line and 
drives with them an input of each of two "NAND” 
gates 5002 and 5003. The second input of the gate 5002 
connects to the output of the line receiver 5004, and the 
second input of the gate 5003 connects to the output of 
the inverter 5005. The output of the gate 5003 is con 
nected to the input of a line driver 5006 whose inverted 
output drives the line "ol' of transceiver module 1125, 
the output of the gate 5002 is connected to the input of 
a line driver 5007 whose inverted output drives the link 
"o2' of the transceiver module 1107. When the control 
line 1002 is high, passage of signals from the line "o' is 
enabled through the gate 5002 to line "o2', but disabled 
through the gate 5003, thus establishing a communica 
tion path to the transceiver module 1107. When the 
control line 1002 is low, gate 5002 is disabled while gate 
5003 is enabled, thus establishing a communication path 
from the transceiver module 1125. 
The lines "i" and "i2' from the transceiver modules 

1125 and 1107, respectively, terminate in the inputs of 
line receivers 5014 and 5015, respectively, the outputs 
of which are connected to inputs of "NAND" gates 
5016 and 5017, respectively. The other input of the gate 
5017 is the output of the line receiver 5004 and the other 
input of the gate 5016 in the output of the gate 5005. 
The outputs of the gates 5016 and 5057 form the inputs 
to a "NAND" gate 5018, the output of which connects 
to the input of a line driver 5019. The output of the line 
driver 5019 is connected to one end of the line 'i' lead 
ing to the receiver interface 1172 of the interface stage 
1115 and, as FIG. 3 shows, the other end of the line "i' 
is connected to the input of a line receiver 1175 whose 
output connects to the input of the receiver interface 
1172. When the control line 1002 is high, passage of 
signals from the line "i2" is enabled through the gate 
5017 and 5018 to the line "i", but passage of signals from 
the line "il' is disabled at the gate 5016, thus establish 
ing a communication path to the transceiver module 
1107. When the control line 1002 is low, gate 5017 is 
disabled and gate 5016 is enabled, thus establishing a 
communication path from the transceiver module 1125. 
The logic circuitry for the collision detect lines is the 

same as just described. The lines "c1' and "c2' from the 
transceiver modules 1125 and 1107, respectively, termi 
nate in the inputs of line receiver 5008 and 5009, respec 
tively, the outputs of which form inputs to "NAND” 
gates 5010 and 5011, respectively. The other input of 
the gate 5011 is the output of the line receiver 5004 and 
the other input of the gate 5010 is the output of the gate 
5005. The outputs of the gates 5010 and 5011 form the 
inputs of a "NAND" gate 5012, the output of which 
connects to the input of a line driver 5013. The output 
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of the line driver 5013 is connected to one end of the 
line "c" leading to the collision backoff control 1173 of 
the interface stage (see FIG. 3). When the control line 
1002 is high, a communications path is established from 
the transceiver module 1107 through the gate 5011; 
when the control line 1002 is low, a path is established 
from the transceiver module 1125 through the gate 
5010. 

Referring to FIG. 3, at the interface stage 1115 the 
line "c" connects to the input of a line receiver 1176. 
The output of the line receiver 1176 is not connected 
directly to the collision backoff control's input, how 
ever. The reason is that the line "c' carries digital sig 
nals, while the collision backoff control 1173 operates 
from DC signals (see Metcalfe et al.). The signals car 
ried by the line "c" are therefore converted into DC 
signals before connection to the input of the collision 
backoff control 1173. The output of the line receiver 
1176 is connected to the input of a conventional phase 
locked loop 1177, which operates at the same frequency 
as the oscillators 1161 and 2017, and to one input of a 
conventional phase comparator 1178. The output of the 
phase-locked loop 1177 is connected to another input of 
the phase comparator 1178, whose output is connected 
to the input of the collision backoff control 1173. 
The phase-locked loop 1177 continuously generates 

an output signal at its operating frequency. The phase 
comparator 1178 compares this signal with signals pres 
ent at the output of the line receiver 1176 for a match. 
When no signals are present at the output of the line 
receiver 1176, there is no match and the phase compara 
tor 1178 generates no output signal. When a signal of 
the phase-locked loop's operating frequency appears at 
the output of the line receiver 1176, the phase-locked 
loop 1177 locks onto this signal and synchronizes its 
output signal therewith. The phase comparator 1178 
detects a match and generates an output DC signal for 
as long as the match continues to exist. 

In a system where the network interface stages al 
ready include circuitry that adapts them for operation 
from digital collision detect signals, the additional 
phase-locked loop 1177 and phase comparator 1178 are 
eliminated, and the output of the line receiver 1176 is 
connected directly to the input of the collision backoff 
control 1173, 

Power for driving the communication system is sup 
plied in the invention from the interface modules of the 
system. A power converter in each interface stage con 
verts primary power into forms utilizable by system 
circuitry. Converted power is in part fanned out to each 
interface module's associated transceiver modules, 
Each interface stage is alone capable of supplying the 
power required by the interface module and its associ 
ated transceiver modules. In each transceiver module 
the power inputs from the associated interface modules 
are combined and the power is converted by power 
converters for internal use. 

In the drawing, the power interconnection is shown 
for the interface module 1112 and the transceiver mod 
ule 1125. Power interconnections for other interface 
modules and other transceivers are substantially the 
same. As shown in FIG. 3, primary power is input to a 
power converter 1164 of the interface stage 1115. Any 
variable primary power source can be used: typical are 
either 115 VAC or 48 VDC primary power. The power 
converter 1164 converts the primary power to a form 
required by the circuitry of the interface stage 
1115-typically plus or minus 5 VDC. The power con 
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verter 1164 also converts the primary power into a form 
suitable for distribution to other parts of the system, 
which is typically 12 VDC, and outputs this power onto 
an interface power lead "p'. The lead, "p' generally 
comprises two conductors: a power conductor, and a 
return conductor which is usually connected to ground 
at some common point in the system. 
As shown in FIG. 12, the lead "p' is connected to the 

switch 1001, and there it is fanned out at node 5020 into 
a power lead "p1' to the transceiver 1125 and into a 
power lead "p2' to the transceiver 1107. Thus both 
transceivers 1125 and 1107 are continuously connected 
to a source of power. The node 5020 is also connected 
to the input of a power converter 5021 which supplies 
the power needed locally by the circuit 1001-typically 
plus or minus 5 VDC. 
As shown in FIGS. 4 and 8, the power leads "p1" 

from the interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, and 1118 
are connected to the adapter and local collision detector 
1130, where they are "power ORed' across power 
diodes 1167, 1168 1169 and 1170, respectively, onto a 
single transceiver power lead "p". Generally, it suffices 
to connect only the power conductors across the diodes 
and to simply tie the return conductors together at the 
common ground point: hence only four diodes are 
shown. The transceiver power lead "p" is tapped for 
connection to a power converter 1166, which converts 
the received power to a form required by the circuitry 
of the adapter and local collision detector 1130-typi 
cally plus and/or minus 5 VDC. 
The transceiver power lead "p' is connected to a 

power converter 1163 of the transceiver 1111, as shown 
in FIG. 2. The converter 1163 converts the received 
power to a form utilizable by various circuits of the 
transceiver 1111, which is typically again plus or minus 
5 VDC. The converter 1163 also supplies the power 
required to drive the bus 1010, which is conventional 
ly-5 VDC but with an isolated ground. The power 
supply to the bus 1010 is isolated, i.e., has a separate, 
generally floating, ground connection, from the power 
supply to the transceiver circuitry. 

Alternatively to the above-described scheme, power 
in the system can be supplied separately and indepen 
dently at the transceiver modules and at the interface 
modules. In such a configuration no power connection 
is made between the interface modules and the associ 
ated transceiver modules, and the power converters of 
the transceiver modules have as their input a primary 
power source. 
An illustrative example of the operation of the data 

communication system of FIG. 1 follows. 
Initially, the control line 1002 is assumed to be held 

low, causing the bus switches of all of the interface 
modules to establish communication paths from the 
using devices to the transceivers located on the bus 
1010. Thus communications within the system proceed 
across the bus 1010. 
For example, the low level of the control line 1002 

enables the gates 5003, 5010, and 5016 of the switch 
1001, while disabling the gates 5002, 5011, and 5017, and 
a communication path is thereby established through 
the switch 1001 of the interface module 1112 between 
the using device 1127 and the transceiver module 1125. 
The using devices 1128, 1140, and 1141 are similarly 
interfaced for communications to the transceiver mod 
ule 1125 by their respective interface modules. And 
likewise, the using devices 1142, 1143, 1144, and 1145 
are interfaced to the transceiver module 1129, while the 
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using devices 1146 and 1147 are interfaced to the trans 
ceiver module 1126. . 
Communications between using devices within th 

system can now proceed according to the same proto 
col and substantially in the same manner as described in 
Metcalfe et al. 
While no communications are occurring over the bus, 

1010, the system of FIG. 1 is quiescent. In the case of 
both the FIG. 4 and FIG. 8 embodiment of the adapter 
and local collision detector 1370, all four 'o' lines are 
connected to the inputs of the gate 2010. 

If at this time data becomes available to an interface 
module, for example the module 1112, from its using 
device 1127 for transmission to another using device, 
the interface stage 115 processes that data in a conven 
tional manner and properly encodes it, preferably in 
Manchester format, all in a conventional manner. The 
transmitter interface 1171 then transfers the data to the 
transceiver module 1125. 
The data passes fromm the transmitter interface 1171 

over interface line "o" to the switch 1001, through gate 
5003 of the switch 1001, and over the line "o1' of the 
interface module 1112 to the adapter and local collision 
detector 1130 of the transceiver 1125. There it is sensed 
by the energy detector 2012, whose output goes high 
for the duration of the transmission. But because the 
other energy detectors of the local collision detector 
1370 maintain a low output, the output of the two-or 
more monitor 2016 remains low. 
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If the adapter and local collision detector stage of 30 
FIG. 4 is being utilized, all four of the "o1' lines main 
tain a connection to the gate 2010. If, however, the 
adapter and local collision detector of FIG. 8 is being 
utilized, the transmission controller 2511 causes the 
transmission selector 2510 to break the connection be 
tween the gate 2010 and the "o1' lines of the interface 
modules 1114, 1117, and 1118, allowing only the "ol" 
line of the interface module 1112 to remain connected to 
the gate 2010. 

But, irrespective of which of the two embodiments of 
the 1130 circuit is being utilized, the data packet from 
the interface module 1112 passes through the adapter 
and local collision detector 1130 to the transmitter 1301 
of the transceiver 1111, which transmits it at the tap 
1101 onto the bus 1010 for reception at the receivers of 
all of the transceiver modules connected to the bus 
1010, including the receiver 1302 of the transciever 
module 1125. 
The data is treated at the receiver 1302 no differently 

than had it been a transmission from another transceiver 
on the bus 1010. The data passes from the receiver 1302 
via the transceiver line "i" to the adapter and local 
collision-detector 1130 and therethrough onto the lines 
"i1' of the interface modules 1112,1114, 1117 and 1118. 
From the line "i1" of the module 1112 the data passes 
through the gates 5016 and 5018 of the switch 1001 onto 
the interface line "i', and over that line to the receiver 
interface 1172 of the interface stage 1115, where it is 
processed in a conventional manner. 
The transmission having ended, the system returns to 

its initial quiescent state. 
Thus, it can be seen that a using device can communi 

cate over the bus 1010 with all other using devices 
having access to that bus, including using devices inter 
faced to the same transceiver module. 

If the above-mentioned data packet during its journey 
along the bus 1010 collides with a data packet originat 
ing with a using device connected to some other trans 
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ceiver module, the collision is detected by the remote 
collision detector 1113 of the transceiver module 1101. 
The detector 1113 sets its output high for the duration 
of the collision. The high DC output signal is converted 
into a "collision detected" digital signal at the gate 1160. 
The digital signal passes through the transceiver3s 

"c" line to the adapter and local collision detector 1130, 
and through the gates 2020 and 2021 onto the "c1' lines 
of the interface modules 1112, 1114, 1117, and 1118. The 
signal on the "c1" line of the module 1112 passes 
through the gates 5010 and 5012 of the switch 1001 onto 
the "c' line of the interface stage 1115. At the interface 
stage 1115 the digital signal is reconverted into a DC 
signal by the phase locked loop 1177 and the phase 
comparator 1178. The DC signal is then sent to the 
collision backoff control 1173 which responds to it in a 
conventional manner. 
When the colliding transmissions cease, the system 

returns to its initial quiescent state. 
If during the transfer of the above-mentioned data 

packet from the interface module 1112 onto the bus 
1010, one or more of the other interface modules 1114, 
1117, and 1118 which are connected to the transceiver 
module 1125 also commence a transfer of a data packet, 
a local collision occurs between the plurality of data 
packets. The local collision is detected by the local 
collision detector 1370 of the transceiver module 1125, 
which blocks all signals from the remote collision detec 
tor 1113 at the gate 2020, generates its own "collision 
detected' digital signal, and sends its signal across the 
'c' lines to all of the interface modules associated with 
the transceiver module 1125. There the local "collision 
detector' digital signal is treated in the same manner as 
the remote "collision detected' digital signal, as de 
scribed-above for the example of the interface stage 
1115. 

If the adapter and local collision detector of FIG. 4 is 
being utilized, the two or more contemporaneous local 
data transmissions physically collide and mix at the gate 
2010. The mixed, garbled, data passes over the trans 
ceiver line 'o' into the transmitter 1301 of the trans 
ceiver 1111, which transmits the garbled data over the 
bus 1010 through the tape 1101. 

If, however, the adapter and local collision detecto 
of FIG. 8 is being utilized, the second data transmission 
is blocked from reaching the gate 2010 by the transmis 
sion selector 2510 and thus physical collision of the two 
local transmissions is avoided. Only the data transmis 
sion from the interface module 1112 reaches the gate 
2010, and passes therethrough ungarbled. The transmis 
sion then passes over the transceiver line "o' into the 
transmitter 1301, which retransmits it over the bus 1010. 
The local collision detector 1370 continues to gener 

ate a "collision detected” signal for a time equal to the 
time delay 3111 or until the colliding transmissions 
cease, whichever is longer. In the case of the FIG. 8 
embodiment of the adapter and local collision detector 
1130, this "collision detected" signal causes the “ol' 
lines of the interface modules 1114, 1117, and 1118 to 
remain disconnected from the inputs of the gate 2010. 
When the "collision detected" signal ceases to be gener 
ated, the system returns to its initial quiescent state. 

Should it become desirable to switch communica 
tions off of the bus 1010, for example because of a mal 
function of the bus or of a transceiver module con 
nected to the bus or because modifications are desired 
to be made to that branch of the communication system, 
the control line 1002 is switched high at an appropriate 
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moment in time, for example when no communications 
are occurring on the bus 1010. This causes the bus 
switches of all of the interface modules to simulta 
neously break the communication paths to the trans 
ceivers located on the bus 1010, and to establish com 
munication paths to the transceivers located on the bus 
101. 
For example, the high level on line 1002 disables the 

gates 5003, 5010, and 5016 in the switch 1001 of the 
interface module 1112 and enables the gates 5002, 5011, 
and 5017, breaking the connections between the inter 
face lines 'o', "c", and "i' and the lines "ol', 'c1', and 
"i1' of the transceiver 1125, and instead making con 
nections between the interface lines and the lines "o2', 
"c2", and “i2” of the transceiver 1107. The using device 
1127 thus becomes interfaced for communications to 
the transceiver 1107 on the bus 1011. 
Communications within the system now proceed on 

the bus 1011 in the manner described above for the bus 
1010. 
Of course, it should be understood that various 

changes and modifications to the illustrative embodi 
ment described above will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art. For example, other remote collision detection 
schemes than the bit-by-bit comparison of transmitted 
and received signals disclosed by Metcalfe et al. may be 
utilized within the system. Or the communication me 
dium may be for example comprised of optical fibers, 
not coaxial cable. Such changes and modifications can 
be made without departing from the spirit and the scope 
of the invention and without diminishing its attendant 
advantages. It is therefore intended that all such 
changes and modifications be covered by the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An improved data communication system compris 

Ing: 
a plurality of substantially duplicative communica 

tion media; 
a plurality of transceiver means connected to the 

plurality of communication media, each trans 
ceiver means connected to at least one of the plu 
rality of communication media for communicating 
across the at least one of the plurality of communi 
cation media; 

collision detection means associated with each trans 
ceiver means for detecting collisions between a 
plurality of communications at least one of which 
involves the associated transceiver means; and 

a plurality of means for interfacing using means and 
transceiver means for communication, each inter 
face means connected to at least one of the plural 
ity of transceiver means such that the using means 
have selective communication access via the at 
least one transceiver means to the plurality of com 
munication media. 

2. An improved data communication system compris 
1ng: 

a plurality of substantially duplicative communica 
tion media; 

a plurality of transceiver means connected to the 
plurality of communication media, each trans 
ceiver means connected to one of the plurality of 
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the communication medium; 

collision detection means associated with each trans 
ceiver means for detecting collisions between a 

20 
plurality of communications at least one of which 
involves the associated transceiver means; and 

a plurality of means for interfacing using means and 
transceiver means for communication, each inter 
face means connected to a plurality of transceiver 
means each one of which is connected to a different 
one of the communication media, such that the 
using means have selective communication access 
via the plurality of transceiver means to the plural 
ity of communication media. 

3. In an improved data communication system which 
includes a first communication medium, a plurality of 
first transceiver means connected to the first medium 
for communicating across the first medium, and first 
collision detection means associated with each first 
transceiver means for detecting collisions between a 
plurality of communications at least one of which in 
volves the associated first transceiver means, the in 
provement comprising: 

a second communication medium, substantially dupli 
cative of the first communication medium; 

a plurality of second transceiver means connected to 
the second communication medium for communi 
cating across the second medium; 

second collision detection means associated with 
each second transceiver means for detecting colli 
sions between a plurality of communications at 
least one of which involves the associated second 
transceiver means; and 
plurality of means connected to the transceiver 
means for interfacing using means and transceiver 
means for communication, each interface means 
connected to a first and a second transceiver 
eaS. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein one of 
the communication media serves as a system service and 
maintenance communication medium. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein the 
interface means include switching means for selectively 
simultaneously providing communication paths for the 
using means to a common at least one of the communi 
cation media. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 further providing means 
for commonly controlling the switching means. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein the 
interface means include switching means for selectively 
simultaneously providing communication paths be 
tween the interface means and a common at least one of 
the communication media. 

8. The apparatus of claim 6 further providing means 
for commonly controlling the switching means. 

9. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein each interface 
means includes switching means for selectively provid 
ing a communication path between the interface means 
and one of the communication media, and means for 
causing the plurality of switching means to establish 
paths to the one of the communication media substan 
tially simultaneously. 

10. The apparatus of claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein at least 
one transceiver means is adapted for concurrent con 
nection to a plurality of interface means. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising 
local collision detection means associated with the at 
least one transceiver means for detecting collisions be 
tween communications of a plurality of using means 
interfaced to that transceiver means. 

12. An improved interface for interfacing using 
means and transceiver means for communication in a 



4,464,658 
21 

data communication system which includes a plurality 
of substantially duplicative communication media, a 
plurality of transceiver means connected to the plurality 
of communication media with each transceiver means 
connected to one of the plurality of media for communi 
cating across the medium, and collision detection means 
associated with each transceiver means for detecting 
collisions between a plurality of communications at 
least one of which involves the associated transceiver 
means, the interface comprising: 
means for adapting the interface for connection to a 

plurality of transceiver means each one of which is 
connected to a different one of the plurality of 
communication media, to provide the using means 
selective communication access via the plurality of 
transceiver means to the plurality of communica 
tion media. 

13. An improved interface for interfacing using 
means and transceiver means for communication in a 
data communication system which includes a pair of 
substantially duplicative communication media, a plu 
rality of transceiver means connected to the pair of 
media with each transceiver means connected to one of 
the pair of media for communicating across the me 
dium, and collision detection means associated with 
each transceiver means for detecting collisions between 
a plurality of communications at least one of which 
involves the associated transceiver means, the interface 
comprising: 
means for adapting the interface for connection to 
two transceiver means each one of which is con 
nected to a different one of the two media to pro 
vide the using means selective communication ac 
cess via the two transceiver means to the pair of 
media. 

14. The apparatus of claim 12 or 13 wherein the inter 
face adapting means comprise switching means for se 
lectively establishing a communication path for the 
using means to at least one communication medium. 

15. The apparatus of claim 12 or 13 wherein the inter 
face adapting means comprise switching means for se 
lectively establishing a communication path between 
the interface and at least one of the connected trans 
ceiver means. 

16. A switch for a data communication system which 
includes a plurality of substantially duplicative commu 
nication media, a plurality of transceiver means con 
nected to the plurality of communication media with 
each transceiver means connected to one of the plural 
ity of media for communicating across the medium, 
collision detection means associated with each trans 
ceiver means for detecting collisions between a plural 
ity of communication at least one of which involves the 
associated transceiver means, and a plurality of means 
for interfacing using means and transceiver means for 
communication, the switch comprising: 
means for connecting interface means to a plurality of 

transceiver means each one of which is connected 
to a different one of the plurality of communication 
media to provide the using means selective commu 
nication access via the plurality of transceiver 
means to the plurality of communication media. 

17. A switch for a data communication system which 
includes a pair of substantially duplicative communica 
tion media, a plurality of transceiver means connected 
to the pair of media with each transceiver means con 
nected to one of the pair of media for communicating 
across the medium, collision detection means associated 
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with each transceiver means for detecting collisions 
between a plurality of communications at least one of 
which involves the associated transceiver means, and a 
plurality of means for interfacing using means and trans 
ceiver means for communication, the switch compris 
ing: 
means for connecting interface means to two trans 

ceiver means each one of which is connected to a 
different one of the pair of media to provide the 
using means selective communication access via 
the two transceiver means to the pair of communi 
cation media. 

18. The apparatus of claim 16 or 17 wherein the con 
necting means selectively provide a communication 
path between the interface and one of the connected 
transceiver means. 

19. In an improved data communication system 
which includes a communication medium, a plurality of 
transceiver means connected to the medium for com 
municating across the medium, and remote collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver means 
for detecting collisions between a plurality of communi 
cations at least one of which involves the associated 
transceiver means, the improvement comprising: 
means associated with at least one transceiver means 

for adapting the transceiver means for concurrent 
interfacing for communication with a plurality of 
using means capable of initiating communications 
simultaneously. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19 further comprising 
local collision detection means associated with each of 
the at least one transceiver means for detecting colli 
sions between communications of a plurality of using 
means interfaced to that transceiver means. 

21. In an improved data communication system 
which includes a communication medium, a plurality of 
transceiver means connected to the medium for com 
municating across the medium, and remote collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver means 
for detecting collisions between a plurality of communi 
cations at least one of which involves the associated 
transceiver means, the improvement comprising: 

a plurality of means capable of initiating communica 
tions simultaneously for interfacing using means to 
the transceiver means for communication, con 
nected to the plurality of transceiver means; and 

means associated with at least one transceiver means 
for adapting the transceiver means for concurrent 
connection to a plurality of interface means. 

22. The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising 
local collision detection means associated with each of 
the at least one transceiver means for detecting colli 
sions between communications of a plurality of using 
means interfaced to that transceiver means. 

23. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ing. 

24. An improved data communication system con 
prising: 

a communication medium; 
a plurality of transceiver means connected to the 
medium for communicating across the medium, at 
least one transceiver means having a transmitter 
input means and a receiver output means; 

remote collision detection means associated with 
each transceiver means for detecting collisions 
between a plurality of communications at least one 
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of which involves the associated transceiver 
means, the collision detection means associated 
with the at least one transceiver means having a 
remote collision detect output means; 
plurality of means connected to the plurality of 
transceiver means for interfacing using means to 
the transceiver means for communication, at least 
some of the interfacing means having receiver in 
terface input means, transmitter interface output 
means, and collision backoff control input means; 
and 

means associated with the at least one transceiver 
means for adapting the transceiver means and asso 
ciated remote collision detection means for concur 
rent connection to a plurality of interface means, 
the adapting means comprising 

means for fanning out the transmitter input means to 
a plurality of the transmitter interface output 
means, 

means for fanning out the receiver output means to a 
plurality of the receiver interface input means, and 

means for fanning out the remote collision detect 
output means to a plurality of the collision backoff 
control input means. 

25. The apparatus of claim 24 further comprising 
local collision detection means associated with each of 
the at least one transceiver means for detecting colli 
sions between communications of a plurality of using 
means interfaced to that transceiver means. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means comprise: 

energy detecting means associated with each of the 
plurality of transmitter interface output means for 
detecting communications on the transmitter inter 
face output means; 

means for monitoring the plurality of energy detect 
ing means for contemporaneous detection of com 
munications by a plurality of the energy detecting 
means; 

local collision detect output means responsive to the 
monitoring means for indicating the occurrences of 
contemporaneous detection; and 

means for fanning out the local collision detect output 
means to the plurality of collision backoff control 
input means. 

27. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ing. 

28. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means further comprise means responsive 
to the energy detecting means for breaking the fanout 
connection between the transmitter input means and all 
but one of the transmitter interface output means upon 
detection by the energy detecting means of a communi 
cation on the one transmitter interface output means. 

29. An improved transceiver for a data communica 
tion system which includes a communication medium, a 
plurality of transceiver means connected to the medium 
for communicating across the medium, and remote 
collision detection means associated with each trans 
ceiver means for detecting collisions between a plural 
ity of communications at least one of which involves the 
associated transceiver means, the transceiver including 
the associated remote collision detection means, the 
transceiver comprising: 
means for adapting the transceiver for concurrent 

interfacing for communications with a plurality of 
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using means capable of initiating communications 
simultaneously. 

30. The apparatus of claim 29 further comprising 
local collision detection means for detecting collisions 
between communications of a plurality of using means 
interfaced to the transceiver. 

31. The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ling. 

32. An improved transceiver for a data communica 
tion system which includes a communication medium, a 
plurality of transceiver means connected to the medium 
for communicating across the medium, remote collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver means 
for detecting collisions between a plurality of communi 
cations at least one of which involves the associated 
transceiver means, and a plurality of means connected 
to the transceiver means for interfacing using means 
capable of initiating communications simultaneously 
and transceiver means for communication, the trans 
ceiver including the associated remote collision detec 
tion means, the transceiver comprising: 
means for adapting the transceiver for concurrent 

connection to a plurality of the interface means. 
33. The apparatus of claim 32 further comprising 

local collision detection means for detecting collisions 
between communications of a plurality of using means 
interfaced to the transceiver. 

34. The apparatus of claim 33 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
1ng. 

35. An improved transceiver for a data communica 
tion system which includes a communication medium, a 
plurality of transceiver means connected to the medium 
for communicating across the medium, remote collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver means 
for detecting collisions between a plurality of communi 
cations at least one of which involves the associated 
transceiver means, and a plurality of means connected 
to the plurality of transceiver means for interfacing 
using means to the transceiver means for communica 
tion, at least some of the interfacing means having a 
receiver interface input means, transmitter interface 
output means, and collision backoff control input 
means, the transceiver including the associated remote 
collision detection means and having transmitter input 
means, receiver input means, and remote collision de 
tect output means, the transceiver comprising: 
means for adapting the transceiver for concurrent 

connection to a plurality of interface means, com 
prising 

means for fanning out the transmitter input means to 
a plurality of transmitter interface output means, 

means for fanning out the receiver output means to a 
plurality of receiver interface input means, 

means for fanning out the remote collision detect 
output means to a plurality of collision backoff 
control input means; and 

local collision detection means included in the trans 
ceiver for detecting collisions between communi 
cations of a plurality of using means interfaced to 
the transceiver, comprising 

energy detecting means associated with each of the 
plurality of transmitter interface output means for 
detecting communications on the transmitter inter 
face output means, 
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means for monitoring the plurality of energy detect 
ing means for contemporaneous detection of com 
munications by a plurality of the energy detecting 
means, 

local collision detect output means responsive to the 
monitoring means for indicating the occurrences of 
contemporaneous detection, and 

means for fanning out the local collision detect output 
means to the plurality of collision backoff control 
input means. 

36. The apparatus of claim 35 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means further comprise means responsive 
to the energy detecting means for breaking the fanout 
connection between the transmitter input means and all 
but one of the transmitter interface output means upon 
detection by the energy detecting means of a communi 
cation on the one transmitter interface output means. 

37. An adapter and local collision detector for a data 
communication system which includes a communica 
tion medium, a plurality of transceiver means connected 
to the medium for communicating across the medium, 
and remote collision detection means associated with 
each transceiver means for detecting collisions between 
a plurality of communications at least one of which 
involves the associated transceiver means, the adapter 
and local collision detector comprising: 
means for adapting transceiver means and associated 

remote collision detection means for concurrent 
interfacing for communication with a plurality of 
using means, and 

means for detecting collisions between communica 
tions of a plurality of using means interfaced to the 
transceiver means. 

38. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ling. 

39. An adapter and local collision detector for a data 
communication system which includes a communica 
tion medium, a plurality of transceiver means connected 
to the medium for communicating across the medium, 
remote collision detection means associated with each 
transceiver means for detecting collisions between a 
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plurality of communications at least one of which in 
volves the associated transceiver means, and a plurality 
of means connected to the transceiver means for inter 
facing using means and transceiver means for communi 
cation, the adapter and local collision detector compris 
ing: 
means for adapting transceiver means and associated 

remote collision detection means for concurrent 
connection to a plurality of interface means; and 

means for detecting a collision between communica 
tions of a plurality of using means interfaced to the 
transceiver means. 

40. The apparatus of claim 39 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ling. 

41. An adapter and local collision detector for a data 
communication system which includes a communica 
tion medium, a plurality of transceiver means connected 
to the medium for communicating across the medium, 
at least one transceiver means having a transmitter input 
means and a receiver output means, remote collision 
detection means associated with each transceiver means 
for detecting collisions between a plurality of communi 
cations at least one of which involves the associated 
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transceiver means, the remote collision detection means 
associated with the at least one transceiver means hav 
ing a remote collision detect output means, and a plural 
ity of means for interfacing using means to the trans 
ceiver means for communication, connected to the plu 
rality of transceiver means, at least some of the interface 
means having receiver interface input means, transmit 
ter interface output means, and collision backoff control 
input means, the adapter and local collision detector 
comprising: 

means for fanning out the transmitter input means to 
a plurality of the transmitter interface output 
means; 

means for fanning out the receiver output means to a 
plurality of the receiver interface input means; 

means for fanning out the remote collision detect 
output means to a plurality of the collision backoff 
control input means; 

energy detecting means associated with each of the 
plurality of transmitter interface output means for 
detecting communications on the transmitter inter 
face output means; 

means for monitoring the plurality of energy detect 
ing means for contemporaneous detection of com 
munications by a plurality of the energy detecting 
means; 

local collision detect output means responsive to the 
monitoring means for indicating the occurrences of 
contemporaneous detection; and 

means for fanning out the local collision detect output 
means to the plurality of collision backoff control 
input means. 

42. The apparatus of claim 41 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means further comprise means responsive 
to the energy detecting means for breaking the fanout 
connection between the transmitter input means and all 
but one of the transmitter interface output means upon 
detection by the energy detecting means of a communi 
cation on the one transmitter interface output means. 

43. An improved data communication system com 
prising: 

a plurality of substantially duplicative communica 
tion media; 

a plurality of transceiver means connected to the 
plurality of communication media, each trans 
ceiver means connected to one of the plurality of 
communication media for communicating across 
the communication medium; 

remote collision detection means associated with 
each transceiver means for detecting collisions 
between a plurality of communications at least one 
of which involves the associated transceiver 
means; w 

a plurality of means for interfacing using means and 
transceiver means for communication, each inter 
face means connected to a plurality of transceiver 
means each one of which is connected to a different 
one of the communication media, such that the 
using means has selective communication access 
via the plurality of transceiver means to the plural 
ity of communication media; and 

means associated with at least one of the transceiver 
means for adapting the transceiver means for con 
current connection with a plurality of interface 
eS. 

44. The apparatus of claim 43 further comprising 
local collision detection means associated with each of 
the at least one transceiver means for detecting colli 
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sions between communications of a plurality of using 
means interfaced to that transceiver means. 

45. The apparatus of claim 44 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means include means for preventing lo 
cally colliding communications from physically collid 
ing. 

46. An improved data communication system com 
prising: 
a pair of substantially duplicative communication 

media; 
a plurality of transceiver means connected to the pair 
of media, each transceiver means connected to one 
of the pair of media for communicating across the 
medium, at least one transceiver means having a 
transmitter input means and a receiver output 
nears, 

remote collision detection means associated with 
each transceiver means for detecting collisions 
between a plurality of communications at least one 
of which involves the associated transceiver 
means, the remote collision detection means associ 
ated with the at least one transceiver means having 
a remote collision detect output means; 

a plurality of means for interfacing using means and 
transceiver means for communication, each inter 
face means connected to a pair of transceiver 
means each one of which is connected to a different 
one of the pair of communication media, at least 
some of the interface means having receiver inter 
face input means, transmitter interface output 
means, and collision backoff control input means, 

means associated with the at least one transceiver for 
adapting transceiver means and associated medium 
collision detector means for concurrent connection 
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28 
to a plurality of interface means, the adapting 
means comprising 

means for fanning out the transmitter input means to 
a plurality of transmitter interface output means, 

means for fanning out the receiver output means to a 
plurality of receiver interface input means, and 

means for fanning out the remote collision detect 
output means to a plurality of collision backoff 
control input means; and 

local collision detection means associated with each 
of the at least one transceiver means for detecting 
collisions between communications of a plurality of 
using means interfaced to that transceiver means, 
comprising 

energy detecting means associated with each of the 
plurality of transmitter interface output means for 
detecting communications on the transmitter inter 
face output means, 

means for monitoring the plurality of energy detect 
ing means for contemporaneous detection of com 
munications by at least two of the energy detecting 
means, 

local collision detect output means responsive to the 
monitoring means for indicating the occurrences of 
contemporaneous detections, and 

means for fanning out the local collision detect output 
means to the plurality of collision backoff control 
input means. 

47. The apparatus of claim 46 wherein the local colli 
sion detection means further comprise means responsive 
to the energy detecting means for breaking the fanout 
connection between the transmitter input means and all 
but one of the transmitter interface output means upon 
detection by the energy detecting means of a communi 
cation on the one transmitter interface output means. 
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