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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, J, O. MATTHEWS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Canton,
in the county of Van Zandt and State of Texas,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Combined TFire Screen and Fender;
and that I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact deseription of .the inven-

‘tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to theaccompanying
drawings, and to the letters or figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. : .

My invention is a combined sereen and fire-
fender, and is a novel and useful device for hav-
ing a combined screen and fire-fender always
on hand, and so conveniently arranged that it
can be put in place or withdrawn from sight
by one motion of the hand and in one moment
of time. This sereen works in the mantel-piece
by means of weights, and is secared in posi-
tion by means of a spring-latch that catchesin
notches in the jamb. This screen thusarranged
can be made to answer for three purposes: By
letting it nearly down to the hearth it acts as
a blower; by letting it entirely down accidents
from fire are preveuted, and when let down in
the summer time it makes a handsome summer
sereen.

Figure 1 represents a front view of the man-
tel-piece and screen, with the screen partly
drawn up into the mantel-piece, exposing the
fire-place. In thisfigure, A represents the man-
tel-piece; C,the screen; B B, thejambs; D, the
spring-latch, and d d notches in the jamb B.

Fig. 2 represents a rear view of the mantel-
piece and screen, with the screen in the same
position as seen in Fig.1. In thisfigure,2, A
represents the mantel-piece; C, the sereen; B
B,thejambs; F,therecessinto which thescreen
is partly withdrawn; ¢ 4, ropes or chains; gg,
grooved pulleys in bearings b % ; K K, weights
attached to ropes ¢ ¢ and resting in channels
L Li; and f f represent.grooves cut into jambs
B B extending the entire length of the same.

My combined screen and fire-fender is made
as_follows: The mantel - piece A is made of

wood, stone, iron, or any snitable material, and
may be ornamented as desired. It must be tall
enough toallow the sereen C to be entirely with-
drawn into recess F. ITmake the jambs of three
pieces of plank, so put together as to leave a
channel, L [, in the rear side thereof for the
free passage of weights K K, the inner planks,
B B, not quite extending to the top of the man-
tel-piece, leaving room enough for grooved pul-
leys ¢ g, which are mounted on the same in
suitable bearings. On the edges of the inner
planks, B B, of the jambs I cut grooves f f; ex-
tending the entire length of the same, to secure
the screen C in place and guideit as it runsup
and down, and on the inner edge of one of the
Jjambs I cat notches to hold the fender up at
any desired elevation by means of spring-latch
D, - The fender C is suspended in grooves ff
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by means of ropes ¢ ¢, pulleys ¢ ¢, and weights -

K K. The weights are made heavier than the
screen, so that when the spring-latch is with-
drawn from notches d d the screen will retire
into recess I of its own motion. The secreen is
made flat, square, or nearly so, and may be of
solid sheet-iron (or may be made in two pieces)

_or other sheet metal, or it may be perforated

or made of wire properly bound.
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‘When the mantel-piece is made of wood it -

should be lined with sheet metal, to keep it
from taking fire from heat radiated from the
fender or screen.

I claim—

1. In a combined screen and fire-fender, the
combination of screen O, grooved jambs f f,

-spring-lateh D, and notches d d, substantially

as described.
2. In a ecombined screen and fire-fender, the
combination of mantel - piece A, sereen C,

80‘

85

grooves f f, ropes or chains i 4, pulleys ¢g g,

weights K K, spring-latch D,and notches d d,
substantially as described, and for the purposes
set forth. -

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses. ‘

; . JAMES CHARLES MATTHEWS.

‘Witnesses: . .
J. L. MATTHEWS,
T. J. FOSTER.
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