


?UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

IlENRY SOGGS AND CJAYTON SOGGS, OR' JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK, ASSIGN 
ORS OF TW0-THIRDS TO W. S. CAMERON AND C. E. WEEKS, OF SAME 
PLACE. · 

MAIL=BAG CATCHER. 

SPECIFTCATION formimg part of Tetters Patent, No. 454,887, dated June 16, 1891. 
Application filed M0wember 11 1890, Serial N0, 371,080, (N0 m0del.) 
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lBe it knOWn that We, IIENRY SOGGS :und 

CLAYTON SOGGS, of Jamestown, in the county 
of Chautauqua, and State of New York, have 

5 imWented Certain meW and useful Improve 
imentS in Mail-d3ag Catchers; and we do here 
by declare that the following is a full, clear', { 
aulld exact deScription of the in wention, which 
Will enable otherS Skilled in the art to which it 

I © *uppertainS tO make and use the same, refer 
ence being had t0 the accompanying drawings, 
and t0 the letterS and figures of reference 
marked the]'eOn. Which fo]'m part of this speci 
fication. 
This in Wention l'elates to C'ert:ain imp1'Owe 

mentS in imail-bag catCheI'S. 
In the acc0mpanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

*l per'SpectiWe wieW shoWing the receiving-re 
ceptacle and itS Support beside the track, also 

2O the Catching and deliWering appa1'atus. Fig. 
2 is a horizontal Section of the receiving-re 
ceptacle. F'ig. 8 is a detail Sectional elew:a- 
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tion of the upper portion of the receiving 
drum, looking ilatO the Opening thereof and 
illustrating a mode of loosely and independ 
ently mounting the SWinging doors on the cen 
tral Shaft. ~ 

The Caul' is p]'Owided with a catcher-arm dt, 
pl'eferably such as described and claime(1 in 

3? Our application, Serial No. 848,776, filed April 
21, 1890), hawing an end extended back to re 
CeiWe the upper eye Or loop of the bag to be de 
liwered, and With a graWity - Catch piwotally 

* J}lOubted Om Said arm tO extend Ower Said end 
35 and preWent the loOp Of the bag slipping off 

the end, except When the catch is lifted by 
]meanS of a doWnWardly-extending lower aI'm 
Of Said catch. 
At the p1'Ope]' location beside the track a, 

4? Suitable and rigidly Supported and mounted 
Vertical Shaft (t// is Secured, and at its upper 
el}d is pr0widled With a wertically-SWimging 
ImalSt 0', piWOted Within its length to a plate 
Or Casting OIn the uppe1' end of said shaft, So 

4.5 that itS lighter' end Will be nOI'mally held 
up by the OppOSite eI}d and Can SWing intO 
a, hOI'iZOntal position extending tOWard the 
track. The outer free end of this Swinging 
arm is p1'OVided with a pivoted finger c', prO 

5? jecting beyond the end of the ar'm and capa 
ble of SWinging hOrizontally, --SO aS to extend 
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eithe1' up or doWn the traCk. Upon this Shaft 
alm (l au Suitable b:Se au }'otary receiwing recep 
tacle O1’ drum e' is centered and 1mOuntedl. 
This drum is closed on all sides except One, 55 
on which side it is open, and is closed aut the 
bottom, and is partially Open at the top, in 
continuation. Of the Side Opening forming tWO 
Substantially r:adial edges to engage and Traise 
the rele:asing-Catch of the catcher-arm Carl'ied 6? 
by a passing ca]]''. This top Opening alloWS 
the bat.g-carrier' by the catchel'-arm of a mOV 
ing Cal' tO enter' the reCei wing drum O]' Cylili 
der' before it is dropped. The exterior of the 
dl'unt at the longitudimal edges of the open- 65 
ing is p1'Owided witit a pain' of rigid guide 
rods.f*//*/, extending parallel with said werti 
cal edges, and upon which I'Ods wertically 
Im0Wable slide-blockS {/' {/' are located and 
provided With horizontal pivoted fingeTS ht'. 
The proportions of the drum and Support" 

ing-Shaft are such that the outer end of the 
Swinging ar'm when in a horizontal pOSition 
Will be in a horizontal plane abOW'e the 
Catcher-arm of the car, and the tOp Of the 75 
drum will be in a horizontal plane to be cut 
by the Said lower arm of the releasing-catclu 
aS the train passes the drum. 
AS a train passes a Station prOWided With 

this dewice, a mail-bag is automatically deliW- 8? 
ered from the Car into the rotary receptacle 
and a mail-bag is caught from the Swinging 
ar'm and deli wered in to the Ca]'. 
The operation of the dewice is aS folloWS: 

The mail-bag from the Station haS itS upper 85 
loop hung on the fingerS C” of the SWinging 
arm, said arm being SWung into itS hOriZOn 
tal position and its loWer loop Caught undel' 
the finger l/ of the block {// at the edge of the 
receiving-opening next the railroad-track, 9? 
the receiwing-drum being SWung S0 that itS 
Open side will face tOW:urd the directiola from 
Which the train Will approacla. The mail-bag " 
is now in position to be Caught and delivered 
int0 the car. W]hile approaching the Statiola 95 
the upper loop of the mail-bag tO be left at 
the station is caught on the rearWard exten 
sion. Of the Catcher-arm by lifting the upper 
arm of the catch. So that the lo0p Can be 
placed thereon. The catch Will then drop to itS I OO 
morImal position by grawity and the end of itS 
upper ar'm Will extend down Ower the rear 
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end of Said extension and hold the bag there 
On. The bag hangS Wertically from Said ex 
tenSion a distance from the Car. The bag is 
thuS in pOSition to be delivered into the re 
YOlving receptacle and the catcher rod or arm 
is in pOSition tO receive the bag from the sta 
tion. When the train reaches the revolving 
drum, the bag on the end of the catcher-arm 
paSSeS into the Opening of the rewolwing drum 
and the front edge of the top engages the 
loWer arm of the releasing-catch, thereby 
SWinging up the other arm and its end from 
the end of the rearWard extension of the 
Catcher-arm, and the lo0p of the mail-bag iS 
puShed from Said extension by engaging the 
t0p of the drum and falls into the receptacle, 
and aS the Car proceeds the CatCher' - arm 
catcheS the bag to be taken from the station 
and draWS it from the fingers c” and h”. The 
Straight piwoted fingers c” and h” firmly hold 
the bag and yet quickly and easily releases 
it When the catcher-arm engages it. The ro 
tary drum Can be turned to receive a bag 
from a train approaching in either direction, 
and by reaSOn of its capacity of rotation it 
breakS the force of the bag delivered from the 
train aS it is Whirled around when the bag 
StrikeS itS inner Side, thereby prewenting all 
injury to the bag and drum. ~ 
The 1reWolwing receptacle may be prow ided 

With a pair of internal SWimging leaWes, doors, 
Or partitionS9 9, aSShown by the cross-Sectional 
VieW. TheSe dOOrS are laung loosely on the 
Central Shaft d/ at their inner edges, So that 
they Can be independently Sw ung to close the 
Opening intO the receptacle, and thereby kçeep 
Out SnOW, ice, dirt, &c. The detail view, IF'ig. 
8, illustrateS how these doors are independ 
ently hinged tO the main Shaft; So as to freely 
SWing thereOn independently of each other', 
each doOr hawing one or more collars 2 - rigid 
With itS inner edge and loosely embracing the 
Central Shaft, and resting on a Collar 8, rigid 

- On Such Shaft, Whereby the doors are loosely 
45 Supported, So that they can be easily and freely SWung tO cloSe Or Open the receiwing 

Opening of the cylinder or drum. 
The receiwing-receptacle can be provided 

With a Suitable light Or other wisual signal at 
5? might, 

It is ewident that warious changes might be 
made in the form and arrangement Of the 
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` partS described without departing from the 
Spirit, and scope of our invention. Hence We 
do not, wish to limit ourselves to the preciSe 
constructiora herein Set * forth. 
What we claim is- . 
1. In combination, in a mail-bag receiVer', 

the rigid vertical shaft and the horizontally 
rotatable receiving-receptacle centered Om and 
mounted to rotate around Said Shaft, Said re 
ceptacle being closed at the bottom and haW 
ing a side opening and a radial top Opening 
in continuation there0f, for the purpOSe Set 
forth. ~ 

2. In combination, the wertical rigid Shaft 
having the wertically-SWinging arm at itS up 
per end provided with a finger at itS Outer 
end, and the hollow horizontally - rotatable 
receiving - receptacle centered and rotatable 
around said Shaft and hawing the Side Open 
ing With wertical rods on each side thereof, 
and finger's wertically slidable On Said rOdS. · 

8. In combination, the rigid Shaft, the wer 
| tical bag - receiving drum mounted on Said 
shaft to freely rotate with the Shaft paSSing 
centrally through the drum, Said drum haW 
ing a longitudinal bag-receiving Opening in 
One side, and the two freely-SWinging doOTS OI' 
partitions longitudinally located Within the 
drum, as set forth, for the purpose deSCribed, 
and at their inner edgeS loosely and independ 
ently mounted on Said Shaft. 

4. In a mail-bag receiwer, the combinatioll 
of the rigid wertical Shaft, the wertically 
SWinging arm on the uppet' end thereOf tO 
hold the bag to be delivered, and the wer-- 
tical rotary drum mounted and centered On 
said Shaft to freely rotate, Said drum being 
hollow.amd ha,wing a, bag-receiWing wertical 
opening in one side, aS Set forth, Said drum 
having means to detachably hold the lower' 
end of the bag to be delivered to the car. 
In testimony that We claim the foregoing aS 

Our own. We affix Our Signatures in preSence of 
twO witnesses. 

HENR,Y SC) G(GS. 
CILAYTON SOG(GS. 

WitnesSes for Henry SoggS: ? 
~ ' JAMES. H. WEEKS, 

HENRY C. KINGSBURY, Jr. 
Witnesses for Claytom SoggS: 

A. G. IBRANDNER, 
I'RANIK R. CARTER. 
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