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To all whom ¢t may concern.

Be it known that I, Grorez E. PrexTICE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Berlin, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in ey Cases, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
key-cases of the form having an enclosing
body of leather or other flexible material
and a plurality of spring clip devices for in-
dividually supporting the keys and which
clip devices are supported from a metal plate
that is applied to the leather body or casing,
and the object of my improvement is to pro-

duce a structure for the purpose mentioned

in which the individual spring clip devices
are operatively connected with the metal
supporting plate by means of a joint of rela-
tively simple form and of such character as
to permit of movements through an appre-
ciable angular extent that involves a com-
bination of a pivotal movement in a direc-
tion that may be defined as upward and
downward or in a vertical plane and a sec-
ond movement having the character of a
lateral bodily swinging or at right angles
to the vertical plane, with the resultant
movement for the different spring clip de-
vices such as to permit of substantial free
movement for the keys supported by the
spring clip devices individually and as a
whole facilitating the nesting of the keys
within the casing when in the closed condi-
tion,

In the accompanying drawing

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of my
improved key-case with the flaps in the open
position, exposing the individual hangers or
clip devices and a few keys that are sup-
ported thereby.

Figure 2 is a similar view on an enlarged
scale of the supporting plate and adjacent
parts.

Figure 3 is an edge view of the same, the
casing back wall being shown in section.

Figure 4 is a rear view of the same, with
part of the casing wall broken away. )

Figure 5 is a sectional view on the line
5—5 of Fig. 3.

My improved key-case comprises a body
or casing 10 that has a back wall 11 and a
pair of side flaps 12 that are adapted to close
over at the front and lap over one another,
the said flaps 12 being provided with coop-
erating clasp or locking devices 13.
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Mounted on the back wall 11 and posi-
tioned at the upper portion thereof is a
metal supporting plate 14 that is secured to
sald back wall 11 by means of a plurality
of eyelet rivets 15 or in any proper manner,

The hangers 16 are similar to devices that
are in common use, comprising at the lower
portion a hook 17 and a keeper 18 therefor
that are held in resilient engagement under
normal conditions and that can be forced
apart to admit or remove a key.

The upper end portion 19 of the hanger
16 1s in the form of an eye or loop that is
substantially closed, the structure being
formed of wire, the two ends or arms of the
sald eye or loop 19 merging respectively
with the hook 17 and the keeper 18.

The means for operatively connecting the
eye 19 with the plate 14 are special, as will
be described. /

Said plate 14 is provided with a set or
series of openings 20 that correspond in
number to the number of hangers 16, there
being in the case shown six such openings
and each being of circular form.

In each of said openings 20 is housed «
short tie piece or bar 21 that is rounded or
bent into substantially semicircular form;
that projects forwardly in loop form from
the face of the plate 14; that has the ends
positioned back of the plate 14 at the border
walls of said opening 20 in each case; and is
located in a transverse diametral plane.

Furthermore, said tie piece or bar 21 is
rigidly secured in place so that it is adapt-
ed to operate as a forwardly projecting loop
or eye for receiving and supporting the eve
or loop 19 on the hanger 16, Also, the char-
acter of such support is such as to permit of
a pivotal movement of the hanger in a ver-
tical plane with the portion of said bar 21
with which the hanger is engaged operat-
ing as a pintle and at the same time $o allow
of a bodily swinging lateral shifting of the
hanger, using the bar 21 as a track and in-
volving a sliding engagement of the parts,
the character of such lateral movement or
shifting being determined by the shape of
the bar 21 and the amount of clearance
allowed between the cooperating parts.

The holes 20 are located along a straight
Iine in proper spaced relation and ave posi-
tioned m a portion 22 of the plate 14 that
is in the form of a diminutive platform that
it itself positioned by means of suitable
bends in the material of the plate in slightly
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forwardly off:set relation ‘to the body por-

tion 28 thereof. “Thus there is provided-at

the rear of the platform 22 and between the
same and the leather back 11 a housing
space 24 for the supporting ends of the loop

bar 21 mentioned that are tucked back of

the border portions of the opening 20 in
each case.

There may be provided a backing 25 for
the housing space 24 ‘in the form of flange-
like extension of the plate 14 at the upper
end and that is brought to-the closing posi-

tion by pieans of a retirn bend at the upper:

edge portion 26 of the platform-22.-

Means ave thus provided for positively

supporting the hanger supporting bars or
loop bars 21 and for providing a closure-and
finishing wall for the housing space- 24.
Tach bar 21 has ifs -ends housed: in said
housing space 24 and the-flinge-like exten-
sion or_closing plate 25 is forcibly engaged
therewith: :

Actually; said‘ends are portions 27 of a
singlé piece 28 of wire or metal strip that

5 extends for substantially the" entire” width
of the plate 14°and ‘that is suitably bent at’

* proper intervals to- provide the loop-like

30

bars 21 which-are virtually off-sets of the
material of the bar body or stripas a‘whole.

The'construction shown and described pro-
vides for appreciable freedom of movement

1,524,210

in-handling the keys that -are supported by
the -hangers and is sufficient to meet the re-
quirements for practicable use in many
cases, though lacking in the detail of full
rotative movement that is provided in the
structure that is shown and described in my
application filed May 16, 1923, Serial No.
639,225,

I claim as my invention:—

1. A key-case comprising an enclosing
case having- a back wall and a supporting
plate- secured ‘to said back wall, individual
hangers for keys in the form of spring clips
having supporting-eyes at one end, said plate
having holes corresponding in number to
the number of clips, and individual fixed
supporting devices for said hangers pro-
jecting forwardly from said holes, said sup-
porting ‘devices being each in the form of a
bar- projecting in curved form, extending
diametrally across the hole, and with por-
tions positioned back of the border wall por-
tions of the hole.

2. A key-case as described in claim 1, said
bars being portions of a single har structure
that extends across all of the openings and
is provided with bent portions that register
with the different openings and serve as the
individual supporting devices.

GEORGE E. PRENTICLE.
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