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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ARTHUR J. SHAW, OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. 

MEANS FoR Lo CKING AND UNLocKING MAIL-Po UCHES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 477,963, dated June 28, 1892. 
Application filed November 12, 1891, Serial No, 4l 1688, (No model.). 

To alluvhom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, ARTHUR J. SHAW, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Spokane, 
in the county of Spokane and State of Wash 
ington, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Means for Locking and Un 
locking Mail-Pouches; and I do declare the 
followingto be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as willenable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the 
letters and figures of reference marked there 
on, Which forma part of this specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

means forlocking and unlocking the mouths of mail-pouches. 
The object of the invention is to conven 

iently and securely close and lock the mouth of a mail-pouch, as well as to quickly open 
the same. 
To this end my invention consists in com 

binations hereinafter described and claimed. Figure 1 is a view of the upper portion of 
a mail-pouch, showing the flap open or ex 
tended and with a portion of the front wall 
broken away. Fig. 2 is a view of the upper 
portion of a mail-pouch, partly in section, 
showing the locking devices in elevation. 
Fig. 3 is a section through the lock properon 
line aca of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a similar section 
online ZZ through one of the snap-catches. 
Fig.5is a view showing the lock proper in 
position reversed from that in Fig. 2, the 
lock-plate being removed. Fig. 6 is an ele 
Vation, and Fig. 7 a section, of the label-case - or tag-holder. 
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the depth of the locking devices and is 

A is the front, and A' the back, of a mail pouch. 
Bis the flap, secured to the backby rivets 

orother suitable means. 
i Cis one of a series of rings for suspend 
ing the pouch, secured to the back through 
the flap-piece by bolts or rivets. 
D is a strip or plate ofrubber orother suit 

able elastic material, also made fast to the 
back. This strip is of about the thickness of 

TO 
vided with recesses, in which the cases 
locking-catchesare embedded, 

E Eare barbed studs or bolts made fast to 
and projecting inwardly from the edge of the 
flap. 
bb are a pair of a series of pairs of jaws, 

adjusted to close toward each otherby springs 
cc, constituting “snap-catchesº for engag 
ing the shoulders of the barbed studs. The 
cases of said jawsare arranged in recesses 
in the rubber D and securely fastened to the 
back of the pouch. Within the cases and 
alongside of the jawsare cam-levers or tum 
blers d. d, each having an arm e, projecting 
through a slot for connection with a chain or 
strap. The cam-surfaces of these tumblers 
bear against studs or pins 11 in the jaws, 
and serve to open said jaws when vibrated 
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by means of the chain or strap. The cases 
are closed by suitable perforated caps 2 2, 
as shown in Fig. 1. 
The key-operated part of the lock consists 

of a suitable case HI, an open ring ortumbler 
h, havinga mangle-gear,anda projecting cam 
4, rack-bars 44, and a spring locking-dog 5. 
The lock-case is closed on the outside by a 
platehaving a suitable keyhole. Connected 
with the rack-bars 44 are chains or straps 6 
6, perforated to receive the arms e of the 
cam-levers. 
Operation: The pouch is locked by insert 

ing the barbed studs E in the perforations in 
plates 2 and pressing the edge of the flap 
against the walls of the pouch. In this way 
the flapis secured and locked alongits entire 
edge without the delay incident to the use of 
staples and strap, the usual way of fasten 
ing. To unlock the pouch, a key being in 
serted through the keyhole and turned,it en 
gages the open ringh, and the cam3 lifts the 
locking-dog. 5 during the first part of the 
movement of the ring. The movement being 
continued, the racks 4 4 are engaged, the 
chains or straps 66are moved longitudinally, 
the cam levers d. dare vibrated, and the jaws 
b b are opened, at which time the barbed 
studs may be withdrawn from behind the 
spring-jaws and the flap released and opened. 

lis a tag-holderfastened to the middle part 
of the flap on the front side of the pouch, so 

I that it will be in plainview when the pouchis 
hung on a hook or rack. This holder is pro 
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vided with a socket having the end of itsbed 
curved, as shown at m, to securely hold the 
tag or label in place. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new is 

1. The combination, in a mail-pouch, of a 
: rubber or like flexible frame attached to the 
back of the mouth of the pouch, a series of 
locking devices embedded in said frame, a 

Io flap, a series of studs connected with the flap, 
and snap - catches inclosed 
frame. 

2. The combination, in a mail-pouch, of a 

in the flexible 

flap, a series of studs connected with the flap, 
snap-catches consisting of spring-jaws b b, 
having pins or projections 1 1, a series of 
cam-levers, as d, a key-operated ring or tum 
bler, and straps or links connecting said cam 
levers and ring or tumbler, substantially as 
described. 

In testimonywhereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

ARTHIUR. J. SIAW. 
VVitnesses: 

CHAs. E. NEWTON, 
GEORGE A. SILVEY. 

  


