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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAS C. THOMPSON, 

of Evanston, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and Improved 
Gaff for Vessels, of which the following is a 
Specification: 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 

represents a side elevation; Fig. 2, a top view; 
Fig. 3, an end view of my improved gaff for 
the fore-and-aft sails of vessels, shown as con 
nected to the boom; and Fig. 4 is a side view 
of my improved boom and gaff on Smaller 
scale, with sail lowered and made fast. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
This invention relates to animprovement in 

the gaffs for the fore-and-aft sails of vessels, 
by which the chafing of the sheet is prevented, 
also the chafing of the gaff on the sail obvi 
ated when the same is lowered and made fast 
to the boom, and, lastly, the sail conveniently 
lashed to the boom and the gaff locked there 
to in reliable manner, and without necessitat 
ing the boring of holes through the gaff. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents the 
boom, and B the gaff of fore-and-aft sails of 
vessels, to the outer end of which is applied a 
metal socket, C, with guide sheave or pulley 
D. Sidewise of the pulley D are arranged 
two rollers, D', which prevent chafing of the 
sheet on the gaff-recess. The gaff-topsail 
sheet in most cases pulls sidewise, and causes 
thereby the chafing of the sheet on the gaff, 
and also on the Wooden portion of the same, 
which objectionable feature is entirely obvi 
ated by my arrangement of side rollers. 
To the upper part of the socket C are ap 

plied a number of projecting lugs, a, in line 
with the pulley D, which are notched for ap 
plying the cord by which the sail is lashed to 
the gaff. These notched lugs do away with the 
boring of holes and the Weakening of the gaff. 
When the gaff is lowered and the sail made 

fast to the boom, the end of the socket C is 
locked to an attachment, E, on the boom. 
This attachment consists of a hinged arm or 

standard, E', that swings on a cross-pin of 
the bearing on the boom, the swinging arm 
being retained in position on the bearing by 
projections b, that enter corresponding re 
cesses b of the bearing below the cross-pin. 
When the swinging arm is thrown into a hori 
Zontal position, its projections clear the re 
cesses of the bearing, and admit of the arm 
being moved sidewise toward either end of 
the bearing, so as to be locked, when raised, to 
the recesses at either side of the bearing. 
The upper end of the swinging arm enters 

a small socket hole or recess at the under side 
of the gaff-socket C, and is locked thereto by 
a spring catch-pin or other suitable fastening 
device. 
This attachment of the gaff and boom se 

cures the gaff in a rigid position when low 
ered, and prevents the chafing on the sail, 
especially when lying at anchor in a heavy 
rolling sea. The gaff may be readily detached 
for being raised by releasing the spring catch 
or pin. The end socket of the gaff is provided 
at the outermost end with two eyes, to which 
the rope for raising or lowering the gaff is ap 
plied. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The combination of the end socket of 
gaff, having suitable recess and locking de 
vice, with a swinging arm or standard of boom, 
to lock gaff to boom, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 
. 2. The combination of the gaff-socket, hav 
ing locking devices, with a hinged arm or 
standard of the boom, that is secured by bot 
tom projections to recesses of the bearing on 
the boom, to secure rigid position of arm when 
locked, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 
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