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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDwIiN JoEN FLETCH-
ER, a citizen of the United States, residing in
the city and county of New York, inthe State
of New York,have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Mailing-Packages, of
which the following is a specification.

I have discovered that a sheet of thin wood
veneer inserted between the leaves to be
mailed, and rolled up with the latter in the
direction of the grain of the veneer, imparts
the required strength and resilience to the cy-
lindrical package so formed without materi-
ally inereasing the weight. The sheet of thin
wood or veneer is preferably of the same

“width as the catalogue, eircular, or other leaf

or leaves to be mailed, so that when the.whole

- is rolled into a package and secured by a
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gummed wrapper or other fastener the edges

.of the veneer will coincide with the edges of

the leaves at the ends of the roll and protect
them against injury by being battered end-
wise.

The package is strong and not liable to be
creased or broken by the canceling-stamp in
the post-office or by the jamming or press-
ure to whieh .it is subjected in transit. It
is particularly useful in mailing illustrated
sheets; thin catalogues, and other thin circu-
lars, Whlch are very lwht and could be sent
for little postage were it not that ordinarily
the mailing-tube or other stiffener is heavy
and crreatlymcreases the expense. Itisoften
the case that the postage necessary to send
the ordinary mailing-tubegreatly exceeds the
amount required to send the sheets alone,and
sometimes exceeds in value that of the entire
package—an item of great importance in ad-
vertising on a large scale. By employing the
veneer the same strenfrth is obtained and the
weight greatly reduced

The accompanying drawmvsxepreeent what
I consider the best means of carrying out-the
invention.

Figure 1 is a face view of the veneer. Fig.
2 isanedge viewof the same in place between
several loose leaves. Fig. 3 is a side view of
the finished package, and Fig. 4£is a cross-sec-
tion of the same.- Fig. 5 is a face view, on a

smaller scale, showing a modification.
Similar letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

* Aindicates the leaves to be sent by mail. I

have shown them as several loose sheets; but
it'will be understood that they may be in the
form of a book or pamphlet.

B is a sheet of thin veneer. By “thin ve-
neer” I mean veneer cuf so thin as to render it
very flexible to permit of its being bent or
rolled without breaking, combining resiliency
or flexibilty and great strength with lightness.
The veneer I employ is 0venerally about the
one-hundredth part of an inch in thickness.
I have-in my. experiments used straight-
grained veneers of dry well-seasoned holly
cut in sheets of the same width as the leaves
A, and of a length corresponding to such
leaves if the number to be sent in each pack-
age is small.
number of leaves A are to be relled in each

package, thelength of the veneer-B may be re-

duced, because the leaves A tend to strength-
en each other as their number increases, and
in some places one complete circuit of the ve-
neer will sufficiently reinforce the leaves.

C is an outside wrapper of paper surround-
ing the package and securing the whole
against unrolling by gum applied to the edge
C’. It may carry the address in the usunal
manner. .

It will be understood that the pd.(‘,kaf"e is
preferably to be rolled longitudinally of the
grain of the wood, as the veneer has but little
strength and will not serve so successfully
when rolled in the opposite direction.

AlthoughI have described the veneer as of
holly, it will be understood that other woods
may serve as well or even better. I believe
veneers cut from swamp elm are particularly
well adapted for this purpose.

The wrapper shown may be smaller, or its
place taken by other fastening means, as a
string or cord tied around the packaﬂe to keep
it in place, the address being written upon the
exposed portion of the outside leaf A.

In sending catalogues which have a suffi-
cient number of leaves to nearly support the
package when rolled the addition of anarrow
stripof veneer along the two edges which are
to form the ends when rolled up will give the
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additional stiffness required with or without

an additional strip or piece laid in the middle
portion. Thigarrangementisshownin Fig. 5.
I have shown two leaves with the veneer in-
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terposed; but it will be understood that one
alone may be rolled either inside or outside
of the veneer.

I claim as my invention—

1. Asanimproved article of manufacturea
mailing wrapper composed of a thin veneer
adapted to be rolled in the direction of the
length of the grain of the wood, and an inde-
pendent outside wrapper of paper having a
gummed portion, said outer wrapper being
designed to reeceive the address and to hold
the veneer in its rolled condition,substan-
tially as shown and deseribed. ’

2. As animproved article of manufacturea
mailing wrapper consisting of a thin sheet of
veneer adapted to be rolled in the direction
of the grain of the wood and having narrow
strips of veneer along the two edges which
form the ends when the wrapper is rolled, to

42,409

protect the ends of the leaves which it em-
braces, substantially as specified.

3. The combination with a plarality of
leaves, of a wrapper of thin veneer of the same
width as the leaves and placed between two
of the latter and rolled with the same in the
direction of the grain of the wood, and an in-
dependent outside wrapper of paper of less
width embracing the leaves and veneer wrap-
per and sealed, substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

EDWIN JOHN FLETCIIER.

Witnesses:
Louis S. OPPENHEIM,
‘W B. JAMES.
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