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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention relates to an Explicit Routing Method 
used in a packet-based network containing a number of 
network-nodes, Source-nodes and destination-nodes. All 
before mentioned network elements are interconnected by 
links. This method is used to route a packet-flow from a 
Source node towards a destination node, along an explicit 
path through a number of these network-nodes. This method 
includes the Step of determination of the explicit path of the 
packet-flow between the Source-node and the destination 
node. A Subsequent Step is the determination of the relevant 
intermediate network-nodes situated on the explicit path 
which are necessary to deviate Said packet-flow from a 
hop-by-hop-path onto Said explicit path and further adding 
only addresses of these relevant intermediate network-nodes 
to the packets of the packet-flow. A following Step is 
forwarding the packet-flow from the Source-node towards 
the destination-node in direction of the explicit path. 

9 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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EXPLCT ROUTING METHOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an explicit routing 
method for altering the normal routing of a packet-flow as 
described in the preamble of claim 1, related arrangements 
as described in the preambles of claim 4 and a Source node 
as described in the preamble of claim 7. 
Such an explicit routing method is already known in the 

art, e.g. from the internet document “INTERNET 
PROTOCOL, DARPA INTERNET PROGRAM PROTO 
COLSPECIFICATION” with reference RFC791, published 
in September 1981 by Internet Engineering task Force 
(IETF). 

Therein a method of explicit routing through an internet 
network, called loose or Strict Source routing, is described. 
A packet-flow is forwarded from a Source-node towards a 
destination node along an explicit path. An explicit path is 
Specified by intermediate network-nodes. The addresses of 
these intermediate network-nodes are put in the header of 
each packet of the packet-flow. By putting the addresses of 
these intermediate network-nodes of the explicit path in the 
header of each packet, the overhead of each packet is 
Substantially large. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide an explicit 
routing method of the above known type but the packet 
overhead should be reduced substantially. 

According to the present invention, this object is achieved 
by the method as claimed in claim 1, the arrangements as 
claimed in claim 4 and the Source node as claimed in claim 
7. 

Indeed, by determination of only those intermediate 
network-nodes on the explicit path that are necessary to 
deviate the packet-flow from the hop-by-hop path onto the 
explicit path the object of the present invention is achieved. 
AS long as a packet-flow is forwarded to a downstream 
intermediate network-node on the explicit path that also is 
Situated on the hop-by-hop path, the packet-flow will be 
forwarded without adding the network-node address to each 
packet, because the common present routing mechanism 
will handle the forwarding along the hop-by-hop path. 
Consequently, by adding to the packet address only the 
explicit specification (of this downstream network-node) 
necessary to force the packet-flow onto the explicit path, the 
packet header overhead is reduced Substantially compared to 
the explicit routing method as known in the art. 

It is to be noticed that in spite of the fact that the prior art 
document is situated within the internet area, the invention 
is not restricted hereto because the present invention can be 
applied in any packet-based network. 

Another characteristic feature of the present invention is 
described in the appended claims 2 and 5 and is related to the 
determination of relevant intermediate network nodes. 

If the Source node has information at its disposal, con 
cerning only the shortest path tree from the Source node 
towards all other network nodes and the destination node, 
then the shortest path tree is used, by the Source node, to 
determine which network nodes on the explicit path are 
necessary to deviate the packet-flow from the hop-by-hop 
path onto the explicit path. 
A further characteristic feature of the present invention is 

described in the appended claims 3 and 6 and are also related 
to the determination of relevant intermediate network nodes. 
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2 
If the Source node is provided with information concern 

ing the Shortest path trees from the Source node, from each 
of the network nodes and the destination node towards all 
other nodes present within the network, the Source node can 
based hereon determine which network nodes on the explicit 
path are necessary to deviate the packet-flow from the 
hop-by-hop path onto the explicit path. The result is opti 
mised compared to the previously described situation, mean 
ing that the number of the to be added network node 
addresses is reduced or in the worst case the Same. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects and features of the invention 
will become more apparent and the invention itself will be 
best understood by referring to the following description of 
an embodiment taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 represents an Internet network wherein the explicit 
routing method of the present invention is realised; 

FIG. 2 represents the functional built-up of source node 
SN1 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 represents a shortest path tree from source node 
SN1 towards all network nodes of the internet protocol 
network as presented in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4. represents the functional built-up of source node 
SN1 connected to a network management node NMN; and 

Each of FIG. 5 up to FIG. 11 respectively represents a 
shortest path tree from one of the network nodes towards all 
of the other network nodes, the Source nodes SN1, SN2 and 
the destination node DN. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

In the following paragraphs, referring to the drawings, an 
implementation of the method and related arrangement 
according to the present invention will be described. In the 
first paragraph of this description the main elements of this 
explicit routing arrangement are described. In the Second 
paragraph, all connections between the before mentioned 
internet network elements and described means are defined. 
In the Succeeding paragraph the actual execution of the 
explicit routing arrangement is described. Thereafter, in the 
further description a Second embodiment of the present 
invention is described. 
The essential network elements of this embodiment of the 

present invention are the source nodes SN1 and SN2, the 
network nodes NN1-NN9 and the destination node DN as 
shown in FIG. 1. In this embodiment both the Source nodes 
SN1, SN2 and the destination node DN are computer 
terminals connected to the internet network and the network 
nodes NN1-NN9 are routing devices. 
The Source nodes SN1, SN2 both are connected to net 

work node NN1. Network Node NN1 is connected to the 
network nodes NN2 and NN3 which are, in its turn are 
connected to network Node NN5. Network Node NN5 is 
connected to network node NN6. Both network Node NN2 
and NN6 are connected to network node NN4. Network 
node NN6 is also connected to network node NN7, which in 
its turn is connected to network nodes NN4 and NN8. 
Network node NN8 is connected to network Node NN4 and 
NN9 that in its turn is connected to destination node DN. All 
mentioned connections between the described network ele 
ments exist of an IP-link. 

An important network element is the Source node SN1, as 
presented in FIG. 2, which takes care of the Sending of an 
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internet packet flow from source node SN1 towards desti 
nation node DN along an explicitly determined route. 

The main elements of source node SN1 are the explicit 
path determination means EPDM which takes care of deter 
mining the explicit path between the source-node SN1 and 
the destination-node DN, the intermediate network-node 
adding means INNAM which is adapted to add intermediate 
network-nodes addresses to each packet of the internet 
packet-flow and a forwarding means FM which takes care of 
forwarding the internet packet-flow from the Source-node 
SN1 in direction of the destination-node DN along the 
before determined explicit path. 

The intermediate network-node adding means INNAM 
contains a relevant intermediate network-nodes determina 
tion means RINNDM handling the determination of all 
relevant intermediate network-nodes on the explicit path 
which are necessary to deviate Said packet-flow from a 
hop-by-hop-path onto Said explicit path and a relevant 
intermediate network-nodes adding means RINNAM which 
is adapted to add addresses of only the relevant intermediate 
network-nodes to each packet of the internet packet-flow. 
Besides these means there is a shortest path tree holding 
means SPTHM which holds information about the shortest 
path tree from the Source node towards each of the network 
nodes and the destination nodes. 

The explicit path determination means EPDM is coupled 
to the relevant intermediate network-nodes determination 
means RINNDM which in its turn is coupled to a relevant 
intermediate network-nodes adding means RINNAM. The 
relevant intermediate network-nodes adding means RIN 
NAM is coupled to the forwarding means FM which has an 
output terminal that is also an output-terminal O of the 
Source node SN1. 

In order to explain the operation of the present invention 
it is assumed that Source node SN1 intends to send an 
internet protocol packet-flow, further referred to as an IP 
packet-flow, towards destination node DN along an explicit 
path instead of along the usually followed hop-by-hop path 
in order to reduce the load over the links between Network 
node NN2 and network node NN8 of this hop-by-hop path. 
The explicit path is assumed to lead through the network 
nodes NN1-NN2-NN5-NN6-NN7-NN8-NN9 as presented 
in FIG.1. It is further assumed that the normal hop-by-hop 
path leads through the network nodes NN1-NN2-NN4 
NN8-NN9. It is also assumed that the shortest path tree 
holding means SPTHM of the source node SN1 only pos 
SeSSes information concerning the shortest path tree between 
the Source node SN1 and all other network nodes of the 
internet protocol network as presented in FIG. 3. The source 
node SN1 uses this information to determine which network 
nodes on the explicit path are necessary to deviate the IP 
packet-flow from the hop-by-hop path in the following way. 
In a non-optimised approach of explicit routing, each IP 
packet-header would contain the network node addresses of 
the network-nodes NN1-NN2-NN5-NN6-NN7-NN8-NN9 
DN in order to route an IP packet-flow from source node 
SN1 towards destination node DN. The explicit path deter 
mination means EPDM determines this explicit path by 
reception of the manually entered explicit route at the Source 
node SN1. In order to reduce the number of destination 
addresses, the relevant intermediate network node determi 
nation means RINNDM of the Source node SN1 then 
considers, if each of this network node addresses is neces 
Sary to be put in the packet-header for reaching the desti 
nation via the explicit path. This is done by using the next 
following algorithm together with the shortest path tree 
information as presented in FIG. 3: Consider each of the 
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4 
network node addresses on the explicit path NN1-NN2 
NN5-NN6-NN7-NN8-NN9-DN, starting from the last net 
work node NN9 and going in upstream direction, along the 
explicit path, towards the source node SN. If this network 
node is not situated on a branch of the shortest path tree, 
between the adjacent upstream network node and the closest 
downstream network node which was already Selected to be 
relevant, it is necessary to Select this network node also to 
be relevant. 

Consequently it is determined that the following network 
nodes NN2-NN5-NN7-NN8 together with the destination 
node DN are relevant. Subsequently the relevant interme 
diate network node adding means RINNAM will add these 
relevant network nodes together with the destination node to 
each packet of the IP packet-flow. Further, the forwarding 
means FM of Source node SN1 will forward the modified IP 
packet-flow towards the first network node as Specified in 
the packet-header, network node NN2. The further continu 
ation of the routing of the IP packet-flow does not differ from 
the handling of explicit routing as known in the art. 

It is to be remarked that another possible implementation 
of the present invention is that the Source node is provided 
with information concerning the Shortest path trees from the 
Source node, from each of the network nodes and the 
destination node towards all other nodes present within the 
network. Based hereupon the Source node can determine the 
hop-by hop path towards the destination node. This embodi 
ment is built up in the same way as the previously described 
embodiment. A difference compared to the previous 
described embodiment is that the shortest path tree holding 
means SPTHM is situated in a network management node 
NMN, as presented in FIG. 4, holding information about all 
Shortest path trees from the Source node, from each of the 
network nodes and the destination node towards all other 
nodes present within the network. The shortest path tree 
holding means SPTHM' of the network management node 
NMN further is connected via input I to the relevant inter 
mediate network node determination means RINNDM' of 
Source node SN1". A difference from the before described 
embodiment is that the relevant intermediate network node 
determination means RINNDM' of Source node SN1" is able 
to use these shortest path trees as presented in FIG. 5 up to 
FIG. 11 to determine which of the explicit node addresses 
are not necessary to put in the IP packet headers. Based on 
this information, which is at the disposal of the Source node 
SN1", the Source node SN1' determines which network nodes 
on the explicit path are necessary to deviate IP packet-flow 
from the hop-by-hop path in the following way. The explicit 
path determination means EPDM' of source node SN1 
determines this explicit path by reception of the manually 
entered explicit route at the source node SN1". In order to 
reduce the number of destination addresses, the relevant 
intermediate network node determination means RINNDM 
of the Source node SN1 then considers if each of this 
network node addresses is necessary to be put in each of the 
packet-headers of the IP packet-flow for reaching the des 
tination via the explicit path. This is done by using the next 
following algorithm together with the shortest path tree 
information as presented in FIG. 5 up to 11: Consider each 
of the network node addresses on the explicit path NN1 
NN2-NN5-NN6-NN7-NN8-NN9-DN, starting from the last 
network node NN9 and going in upstream direction towards 
the source node SN. If this network node is not the next hop 
node of the adjacent upstream network node in direction of 
the closest downstream network node which was already 
Selected to be relevant, it is necessary to Select this network 
node also to be relevant. 
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Consequently it is determined that the following network 
nodes NN2-NN5-NN7-NN8 together with the destination 
node DN are relevant. Subsequently the relevant interme 
diate network node adding means RINNAM' will add these 
relevant network nodes together with the destination node to 
each packet of the IP packet-flow. Further, the forwarding 
means FM" of Source node SN1' will forward the modified 
IP packet-flow towards the first network node as specified in 
the packet-header, network node NN2. The further continu 
ation of the routing of the IP packet-flow does not differ from 
the handling of explicit routing as known in the art. 

It is further to be remarked that a kind of internet protocol 
network usually consists of a large number of Source nodes, 
network nodes and destination nodes, but for reasons of 
simplicity only a limited network is described. There is also 
a source node SN2 included which may have the same 
functionality as described for source node SN1, SN1". 

Another remark is that the present invention can be 
implemented within other packet-based networkS. 

Although the above embodiment of the invention has 
been described by means of functional blocks, their detailed 
realisation based on this functional description should be 
obvious for a person skilled in the art and is therefore not 
described. 

While the principles of the invention have been described 
above in connection with Specific apparatus, it is to be 
clearly understood that this description is made only by way 
of example and not as a limitation on the Scope of the 
invention, as defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An explicit routing method to be used in a packet-based 

network comprising a plurality of network nodes, Source 
nodes and destination nodes all interconnected by links, said 
method being used to route a packet-flow from a Source node 
of Said plurality of Said Source-nodes towards a destination 
node of Said plurality of destination-nodes, along an explicit 
path through at least one of Said network-nodes, Said method 
comprising the Steps of: 

a. determination of Said explicit path of Said packet-flow 
between said Source-node and Said destination-node, 

b. adding intermediate network-nodes addresses to all 
packets of Said packet-flow; and 

c. forwarding Said packet-flow from Said Source-node 
towards Said destination-node along Said explicit path, 
characterised in that Said Step b. comprises the Sub 
Steps of 
b1. determination of all relevant intermediate network 

nodes on Said explicit path which are necessary to 
deviate Said packet-flow from a normal hop-by-hop 
path onto Said explicit path; and 

b2. adding addresses of only Said determined relevant 
intermediate network-nodes to Said packets of Said 
packet-flow. 

2. Explicit routing method according to claim 1, CHAR 
ACTERISED IN THAT said determination of relevant inter 
mediate network-nodes is based on a shortest path tree from 
Said Source node towards each of Said plurality of network 
nodes and destination nodes. 

3. Explicit routing method according to claim 1, CHAR 
ACTERISED IN THAT said determination of relevant inter 
mediate network-nodes is based on a shortest path tree from 
each node of Said plurality of network-nodes, of Said Source 
nodes and of Said destination nodes towards each other. 

4. An explicit routing arrangement, for use in a packet 
based network comprising a plurality of network nodes 
(NN1–NN9), source-nodes (SN1, SN1, SN2) and destina 
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6 
tion nodes (DN) all interconnected by links, said arrange 
ment being adapted to route a packet-flow from a Source 
node of said plurality of said source-nodes (SN1, SN1, SN2) 
towards a destination node of Said plurality of destination 
nodes (DN), along an explicit path through at least one of 
said network-nodes NN1-NN9), said arrangement compris 
ing the following means: 

a. explicit path determination means (EPDM, EPDM), 
adapted to determine Said explicit path between Said 
Source-node (SN1, SN1, SN2) and said destination 
node (DN); 

b. intermediate network-node adding means (INNAM, 
INNAM"), adapted to add intermediate network-nodes 
addresses to all packets of Said packet-flow; and 

c. forwarding means (FM, FM"), adapted to forward said 
packet-flow from said source-node (SN1, SN1, SN2) 
towards said destination-node (DN) along Said explicit 
path, characterised in that Said intermediate network 
node adding means (INNAM, INNAM) comprises: 
b1. relevant intermediate network-nodes determination 

means (RINNDM, RINNDM'), for determining all 
relevant intermediate network-nodes (NN1-NN9) 
on Said explicit path which are necessary to deviate 
Said packet-flow from a normal hop-by-hop-path 
onto Said explicit path; and 

b2. relevant intermediate network-nodes adding means 
(RINNAM, RINNAM") for adding addresses of only 
Said relevant intermediate network-nodes 
(NN1-NN9) to said packets of said packet-flow. 

5. The explicit routing arrangement according to claim 4, 
characterised in that Said relevant intermediate network 
nodes determination means (RINNDM, RINNDM) further 
determines Said all relevant intermediate network-nodes 
based on a shortest path tree from said source node (SN1, 
SN1, SN2) towards each of said plurality of network-nodes 
(NN1–NN9) and destination nodes (DN). 

6. The explicit routing arrangement according to claim 4, 
characterised in that Said relevant intermediate network 
nodes determination means (RINNDM, RINNDM) further 
determines Said all relevant intermediate network-nodes 
based on a shortest path tree from each node of Said plurality 
of network-nodes (NN1–NN9), source-nodes (SN1, SN1", 
SN2) and destination nodes (DN) towards each other of said 
plurality of said network-nodes (NN1–NN9) and destination 
nodes (DN). 

7. A source node (SN1, SN1, SN2) comprising an explicit 
routing arrangement which is for use in a packet-based 
network, and which comprises a plurality of network nodes 
(NN1–NN9), source-nodes (SN1, SN1, SN2) and destina 
tion nodes (DN) all interconnected by links, said arrange 
ment being adapted to route a packet-flow from a Source 
node of said plurality of said source-nodes (SN1, SN1, SN2) 
towards a destination node of Said plurality of destination 
nodes (DN), along an explicit path through at least one of 
said network-nodes NN1-NN9), said arrangement compris 
ing the following means: 

a. explicit path determination means (EPDM, EPDM), 
adapted to determine Said explicit path between Said 
Source-node (SN1, SN1, SN2) and said destination 
node (DN); 

b. intermediate network-node adding means (INNAM, 
INNAM"), adapted to add intermediate network-nodes 
addresses to all packets of Said packet-flow; and 

c. forwarding means (FM, FM"), adapted to forward said 
packet-flow from said source-node (SN1, SN1, SN2) 
towards said destination-node (DN) along Said explicit 
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path, characterised in that Said intermediate network 
node adding means (INNAM, INNAM) comprises: 
b1. relevant intermediate network-nodes determination 

means (RINNDM, RINNDM'), for determining all 
relevant intermediate network-nodes (NN1-NN9) 
on Said explicit path which are necessary to deviate 
Said packet-flow from a normal hop-by-hop-path 
onto Said explicit path; and 

b2. relevant intermediate network-nodes adding means 
(RINNAM, RINNAM") for adding addresses of only 
Said relevant intermediate network-nodes 
(NN1-NN9) to said packets of said packet-flow. 

8. The Source node according to claim 7, wherein Said 
relevant intermediate network-nodes determination means 
(RINNDM, RINNDM) further determines said all relevant 

8 
intermediate network-nodes based on a shortest path tree 
from said source node (SN1, SN1, SN2) towards each of 
said plurality of network-nodes (NN1-NN9) and destination 
nodes (DN). 

9. The source node according to claim 7, wherein said 
relevant intermediate network-nodes determination means 

(RINNDM, RINNDM) further determines said all relevant 
intermediate network-nodes based on a shortest path tree 
from each node of Said plurality of network-nodes 
(NN1–NN9), source-nodes (SN1, SN1, SN2) and destina 
tion nodes (DN) towards each other of said plurality of said 
network-nodes (NN1 -NN9) and destination nodes (DN). 

k k k k k 


