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3,270,949
MAILING PIECE
Joel Hillman X, New York, N.Y., assignor to Tension
Envelope Corporation, Kansas City, Mo., a corporation
of Delaware
Filed Mar. 1, 1965, Ser. No. 435,955
2 Claims. (CL 229—92.1)

This invention telates to a mailing piece, and more
particularly to a mailing piece formed of a multiple
folded single sheet which may be easily and quickly
formed into an envelope or sealed comtainer.

Mailing pieces carrying advertising copy and a mail-
ing portion have become quite popular and particularly
those wherein such mailing pieces and advertising copy
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are fastened in a magazine and the return mailer por- -

tion detached from the advertising copy and utilized as
an envelope or sealed container. Such mailing pieces
when attached to magazines must conform to various
postal regulations.

The principal object of the present invention is to
provide a mailing piece which includes a return mailer
portion which may be formed into a sealed envelope or
container.

Other objects of the present invention are to pro-
vide a mailing piece having an advertising copy portion
and a return mailer portion wherein the return mailer
portion carries adhesive for sealing the envelope and
wherein the advertising copy is engaged between mating
faces of the adhesive fo prevent sticking of the ad-
hesive until the envelope is formed; fo provide a mail-
ing piece having multiple folds including a portion to
be detached when the envelope is to be formed; to pro-
vide a mailing portion provided with adhesive which may
be made into an envelope and which may be stacked,
stored or mailed in folded position without adherence
of the adhesive but which may be readily converted into
an envelope when desired.

Still further objects of the present invention are to
provide a mailing piece made of a single sheet of paper
having end panels and an intermediate panel and one
face of one of the end panels and the intermediate
panel having adhesive. adjacent edge portions thereof,
said one end panel being folded over the intermediate
panel to form an envelope and said other end panel
being foldable over the intermediate panel in the first
instance to prevent sealing of the first end panel to
the intermediate panel and wherein the other end panel
is removable so that the first end panel may be sealed
to the intermediate panel to form an envelope; to pro-
vide a mailing piéce formed from a single sheet of
material having an envelope portion and an advertis-
ing copy portion, said advertising copy portion being
detachable from the mailing portion and said sheet hav-
ing a transverse fold line and said envelope portion
being folded on said line to form an envelope and one
face of said envelope portion carrying adhesive ad-
jacent edges thereof and said advertising copy being
foldable over the adhesive to prevent sealing thereof
until the advertising copy is removed so that the en-
velope may be formed and wherein the sheet is fold-
able on said transverse line in either direction after
the advertising copy portion is folded over the en-
velope portion; to provide an envelope portion of a
mailing piece of this character wherein one side of
the envelope portion carries an address; to provide an
envelope portion of this character wherein coins or other
objects may be placed on one face of the envelope por-
tion within the adhesive portion thereof and the other
portion within the adhesive may contain the name and
address of the sender; and to provide a device of this
character simple and economical to manufacture.
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Other objects and advantages of this invention will
become apparent from the following description taken
in conmection with the accompanying drawings wherein
are set forth by way of illustration and:example cer-

-tain embodiments of this invention.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the mailing piece
shown in folded position.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the mailing piece
with one end panel in open position and illustrating

.the advertising copy portion.

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the mailing piece in open
position, particularly illustrating the advertising copy
portion partly detached.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the envelope formed
by the envelope portion after the advertising copy por-
tion is detached.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the muailing piece
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view, particularly illus-
trating the coin in the envelope after folding and seal-
ing as shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a modified form of
mailing piece shown in folded position.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the mailing piece
shown in FIG. 7 in the first unfolded position.

FIG. 9 is a plan view of the mailing piece, partic-
ularly illustrating the envelope portion and the adver-
tising copy portion with the advertising copy portion
partly detached therefrom.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the envelope portion
in formed position with parts broken away to illustrate
the adhesive thereof.

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of the mailing piece
shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 12 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
mailing piece shown in its folded position shown in

FIG. 7.

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view through the en-
velope of FIG. 10 illustrating the coin therein.

Referring more in detail to the drawings:

‘1 designates a mailing piece embodying the features
of my invention made from a single sheet of paper or
the like and which consists of an envelope portion 2
and an advertising copy portion 3. The envelope por-
tion is divided by a fold line 4 and the advertising

copy is joined to the eavelope portion by a perforated

line 5 which also serves as a fold line when the sheet
ijs folded in the position as shown in FIGS. 1 and 5,

-although a fold line alone may serve the same pur-

pose. The mailing piece includes end panels 6 and 7
and an intermediate panel 8. The panel 6 provides space
for the advertising copy material as indicated at 7’ and,
if desired, may be on both sides of said copy-portion.

The end panel 7 and intermediate panel 8§ have ad-
hesive as indicated at 9 and 10 on adjacent edge por-
tions of the faces 11 and 12 thereof and the face 11
also includes instructions for use as indicated at 13
and a place for a coin or other article as indicated at
14. The face 12 of the end panel 7 includes a place
for the name and address of the sender of the envelope
after it is formed as later described. The face 15 op-
posite of the face 11 of the intermediate portion 8 has
the name of the addressee as indicated at 16 and the
place for the stamp as indicated at 17.

The adhesive used in the mailing piece is self-sealing
and usually consists of a latex material well known in
the envelope art and sometimes referred to as a “pres-
sure sensitive adhesive” and also as a “dry sealing ad-
hesive.” The characteristic of the adhesive is that two
strips of it when brought together will stick to one an-
other but neither will stick to any other object such as

paper.



3,270,949

3

Therefore, the purpose of the advertising copy portion
6 is to lie between the faces of the adhesive on the end
panel 7 and intermediate panel 8 when the mailing piece
is in folded position as shown in FIG. 1 and when in this
position the mailing piece may be stored in.folded posi-
tion or mailed in an envelope or other means to a person
who might be interested in the articles advertised on the
advertising copy portion. When such recipient receives
the mailing piece in folded position, he will unfold it by
raising the end panel 7 and then will remove the adver-
tising copy along the perforated line 5 as shown in FIG. 3
and then fold the envelope portion 2 on the fold line 4,
whereby the adhesive will attach itself together to form
an envelope as shown in FIG. 4. Before the actual seal-
ing occurs, coins or other material as indicated at 14 may
be placed on the intermediate portion. The envelope after
sealing is then ready for return mailing to the addressee
as shown in FIG. 4.

In FIGS. 7 to 13 inclusive I have shown another form
of mailing piece indicated at 20 having a return mailer
portion 21 and an advertising copy portion 22.. The mail-
ing piece is made of a single sheet of material such as
paper and generally of rectangular shape, having a trans-
verse fold line 23 and a longitudinal perforated line 24
which also serves as a fold line, Both sides of the adver-
tising copy portion may be utilized for advertising or mes-
sages if desired.

The return mailer portion 21 consists of panels 25
and 26 adapted to be folded on the transverse line 23.
The faces 27 and 28 of the panels 25 and 26 are provided
with adhesive adjacent edge portions thereof as indicated
at 29 and 30. The face 27 of the portion 25 includes in-
structions and the indication for the coin as indicated at
31 and the face 28 of the portion 26 indicates the name
and address of the sender of the envelope. The face 32
of the return mailer portion 21 carries the name of the
addresses as indicated at 33 and the place for a stamp as
indicated at 34.

In folding the mailing piece 20, it is first folded on the
perforated line 24 so that the advertising copy portion 22
will lie over the adhesive portions 29 and 30 of the mail-
ing piece or envelope portion and segregate the adhesive
to prevent sticking thereof. The sheet is then folded on
the transverse line 23 to the position shown in FIG. 7
thereby dividing the sheet into four sections. This may
be folded in either direction depending on where the ad-
‘vertising copy appears and the name of the addresses as
shown in FIG, 10.

When in the folded condition the mailing piece may be
stored until desired to be mailed or sent to a customer
or person interested in the goods advertised and may be
sent in an envelope or other enclosure as desired, some-
times referred to as direct mailing. When the customer
receives the folded mailing piece, he unfolds the same and
removes the advertising copy on the dotted line 24 and
then folds the mailing piece or envelope portion on the
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line 23 and the adhesive being the dry, self-sealing type
as previously indicated, will adhere to itself and seal the
envelope for mailing.

It will be obvious from the foregoing that I have pro-
vided a mailing piece which includes an envelope or mail-
ing piece and an advertising piece, whereby the advertis-
ing piece is folded between the adhesive on the envelope
or mailing piece until the mailing piece is desired to be
sealed into an envelope. )

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and
described one form of my invention, it is not to be limited
to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein de-
scribed and shown except insofar as such limitations are
included in the claims.

What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. An envelope blank comprising three similar rectan-
gular panels secured together in series by integral fold
lines, and wherein only one of said fold lines is perforated,
the two panels secured together by said other fold line
being like panels, one of said like panels having pressure
sensitive adhesive arranged thereon adjacent the perfo-
rated edge, and the other like panel having a matching ar-
rangement of pressure sensitive adhesive thereon adjacent
the free edge thereof, the said adhesive adjacent the per-
forated line extending inwardly toward the other fold line
a predetermined distance, and the third similar panel
hinged along said perforated line having a width at least
equal to said predetermined distance whereby when it is
desired to fold said like panels together, said third panel
may be folded therebetween and overlie said adhesive.

2. A mailing piece comprising a blank having at least
three like panels secured together by integral fold lines,
only one of said fold lines being perforated, two of said
like panels being secured together by an unperforated fold
line; each of said last named panels having U-shaped
strips of pressure sensitive adhesive with the ends of the
U-shaped strips terminating adjacent said unperforated
fold line and in matching relation to one another when
said panels are folded along said unperforated fold line
in face contacting relation; and said blank when folded
along, first said perforated fold line and then along said
unperforated fold line, forming at least a three ply mailing
piece.
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