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9 Claims. (CI. 15-168) 
This invention relates to shaving brushes, and 

has for its object the provision of a simple 
attachment whereby the bristle spread of a shav 
ing brush may quickly and easily be varied to 
better adapt the brush to different conditions of 
Se. 
This and various other objects are attained by 

the construction hereinafter described and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the improved 
brush with its bristles expanded in their normal 
36. 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the brush as seen trans 

versely to the showing of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is an axial Sectional view of the brush 

with its bristles under full compression, the Sec 
tion being taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing 
the bristles under compression at one side only. 

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 1. . 

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line 6-5 of Fig. 3. 

In these views, the reference character desig 
nates the handle and 2 the bristles of a shaving 
brush. These are in most respects of Ordinary 
construction, the handle having the usual ter 
mial socket 3 wherein the bristles are inserted 
and retained. The handle, however, departs 
from prior practice in that its bristle-mounting 
end portion (comprising preferably about One 
half the handle length) is frusto-coniçal, di 
minishing progressively in diameter, as indicated 
at 4, toward the mouth of the socket 3. Rota 
tively fitted over the cylindrical outer portion of 3: 
the handle is a tubular shell 5 integrally formed 
at one of its ends with a head seating against the 
larger end of the handle and centrally Secured to 
the latter by a screw 6 or the like. Said shell is 
open at its other end which is located approxi 
mately midway of the bristle length. At oppo 
site sides of the portion 4 of the handle, Said shell 
is formed with openings , and extending from 
the open end of the shell are two openings 6 
which are opposed in a transverse direction to 
the openings 7. A strip of spring sheet metal 9, 
normally of inverted U shape, straddles the 
headed end portion of the shell and its arms 9d. 
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are inwardly offset, as indicated at C, at each side 
of the base of the frusto-conical handle portion 
4, the offsets being disposed in the upper end por 
tions of the openings, whereby the arms 9d ex 
tend across said openings and normally bear 
against the inner face of the open end portion of 
the shell, being outwardly Sprung to urge them to 
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Such position. Within the shell in proximity to 
its open end, the arms carry Spring jaws : for 
compressing the bristles. These are strips of 
light sheet metal, secured at their mid points to 
the arms and extending normally in approximate 
arcs centered at the brush axis. To the outer 
face of each jaw are secured three metal 
blocks 2, preferably rectangular, two of these 
being on the end portions of each jaw and the 
other on its mid portion between the jaw and its 
Supporting arm. These blocks do not materially 
interfere with curvature of the jaws about the 
brush axis nor do they prevent substantial 
Straightening of the jaws as per Fig. 6. Such 
Straightening brings the blocks into end-to-end 
engagement to prevent any reverse flexure of the 
jaws responsive to their pressure against the 
bristles. The primary purpose of the openings 
7 is to permit applying the pressure of a finger 
and thumb to the arms 9a, to flex them inwardly, 
and it is preferred to affix, as by spot welding, 
preSSer plates 3 to the arms in registration. With 
said openings. In the circumferential zone of the 
openings but in an opposed relation transverse 
to that of said openings, the shell is formed with 
a pair of struck-out ribs. 4, useful when it is de 
sired to actuate only one of the jaWS , as in 
Fig. 4. Either of said ribs may serve as an abut 
ment for a finger or thumb, in applying preSSure 
to either plate 3. 
In use of the described brush, compression of 

the bristles is only desirable in applying lather to 
certain areas, as the lips, areas adjacent to the 
ears, and the back of the neck. Compression 
reduces and elongates the contact Surface of the 
bristles, and gives it parallel sides. It thus be 
comes considerably easier to apply lather to the 
hirsute surfaces of the lips without daubing 
the mouth portion of the lips or introducing 
ather in the nostrils. Also the earS may be more 
readily left untouched in applying lather closely 
adjacent thereto when the bristles are com 
pressed. It is evident that the lather may be 
more readily confined to any definite Small area 
When the bristles are compressed. Very common 
ly barbers use their fingers to compress the bristles 
in applying lather and time is then lost in drying 
the fingers. My improved brush is particularly 
(but not exclusively) suited to barbers' use, per 
mitting them to keep their fingers dry. The shell 
5, moreover, tends to keep lather from working 
up on the handle, making it slippery and Wetting 
the hand holding the brush. Whether pressure 
is applied to one or both sides of the bristles is 
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a matter of individual choice, some preferring 
a full and others a partial compression. 
The rotative mounting of the attachment is 

important in preventing excessive wear of the 
bristles at their points of engagement by the 
jaWS, Such points being readily rotatively varied, 
when desired. Equipping the spring jaws with 
the described reinforcing blocks 2, assures a rec 
tilinear form for the jaws when applying pres 
sure while permitting them to substantially con 
form to the shell curvature and thus clear the 
bristles, when not in use, 
What I claim is: 
1. A brush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 

carried by the handle and flexibly projecting 
therefrom, a pair of arms projecting from the 
handle at opposite sides of the bristles and flex 
ible to and from the bristles, and jaws carried 
by and oppositely laterally projecting from said 
arms and engageable With the bristles approx 
imately midway of the flexible bristle length to 
compress Substantially all of the bristles by flex 
ure of Said arms. 

2. A brush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 
fiexibly projecting from the handle, a shell car 
ried by the handle and projecting therefrom in 
a Surrounding relation to the secured end por 
tions of the bristles, a pair of arms within said 
shell projecting beyond the handle in the direc 
tion of the bristles and flexible to and from the 
bristles, and a pair of jaws on said arms at op 
posite sides of the flexible portion of the bristles 
for compressing Such portion through flexure of 
the arms, said shell having opposed openings giv 
ing acceSS to the arms, and means for retaining 
said arms in their specified operative relation to 
the handle and Sheil. 

3. A brush as set forth in claim 2, said arms 
being normally Sprung OutWardly against said 
sheli. 

4. In a brush as set forth in claim 2, enlarge 
ments carried by Said arms in registration with 
Said Openings, for actuation of the arms. 

5. A brush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 
flexibly projecting from the handle, a shell car 
ried by the handle and projecting therefrom in a 
Surrounding relation to the secured end por 
tions of the bristles, and means carried by and 
Within Said shell to compressively engage op 
posite sides of the flexible portions of the bristles, 
Said shell having opposed openings affording an 
expansion of the bristles in a direction transverse 
to the applied compression. 

6. A brush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 
flexibly projecting from the handle, a spring arm 
projecting from the handle in Substantially the 
Same direction as the bristles and normally out 
Wardly Sprung to relieve the bristles of material 
preSSure, and having a terminal enlargement in 
normal proximity to the bristles approximately 
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midway of the flexible bristle length, said bristle 
Set presenting a curved Surface to the enlarge 
ment and Such enlargement being normally 
curved to opposite sides of the arm to conform 
Substantially to said curved surface of the bristle 
Set and being flexible to afford it a decrease of 
curvature when pressed against the bristles, said 
arm being inwardly flexible to subject the bristles 
to preSSure of Said enlargement and thereby alter 
the shape of the free end portion of the set of 
bristles. 

7. A brush as set forth in claim 6, the bristle 
Set normally having a circular cross section, and 
said curvature of the enlargement normally con 
forming to the circular peripheral curvature of 
the bristle Set. 

8. A brush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 
flexibly projecting from the handle, a spring arm 
projecting from the handle in Substantially the 
Same direction as the bristles and normally out 
Wardly Spung to relieve the bristles of material 
presSure, and haVing a terminal en largement in 
normal proXimity to the bristles, approximately 
midway of the flexible bristle length, said arm 
being inwardly flexible to subject the bristles to 
preSSure of Said enlargement and thereby alter 
the shape of the free ends of the bristles, a shell 
fitted on the brush and rotatable about the longi 
tudinal axis of the brush and carrying said arm, 
Said shell having a portion disposed outwardly 
from Said arm and limiting outward flexure of the 
ar. 

9. Abrush comprising a handle, a set of bristles 
flexibly projecting from the handle, a spring arm 
bodily rotatable about the longitudinal axis of the 
brush and projecting from the handle in substan 
tially the same direction as the bristles and nor 
mally outwardly sprung to relieve the bristles of 
material pressure and having a terminal enlarge 
ment in normal proximity to the bristle length, 
Said arm being inwardly flexible to subject the 
bristles to pressure of said enlargement and 
thereby alter the shape of the bristle set. 

JAMES F. FITZGERALD. 
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