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To all whom it mvay concern: _

Be it known that I, JoEN K. CLARK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Buffalo,
in the countyof Erie and State of New York,
have invented new aud useful Improvements
in Latch-Locks and Handles, of which the
following is a specification. ,

This invention has for its objects to pro-
vide a novel, simple, efficient, and desirable
rim latch-lock and handle, particularly de-
signed for refrigerator doors, but useful for
other purposes; and to provide a new and
improved construction whereby an independ-
ent arched handle holds and spans the latch-
Tock case, and lies over the latch-operating
lever or finger-piece thereof for co-operating
with the latter in raising the latch.

To accomplish these objects my invention
consists in the eombination of a slotted lateh-
case having a movable latch and flanged ends,
a latch-operating lever or finger-piece pro-
jecting through the slot in the latch-case, and
anindependentarched or curved handlespan-
ning the lateh-case over the latch-operating
lever or finger piece, and having its end por-

. tions engaged with the flanged ends of the
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latch-case.

The invention also consists in certain other
features of construction and combinations or
arrangement of parts hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being made to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the latch-
lock case and the handle arranged in opera-
tive connection with each other. Fig.2 isa
detail perspective view of the latch-lock case.
Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view of the han-
dle; and Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view of the
lateh-loek case to illustrate the preferred in-
ternal arrangement. )

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-
scribe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings, wherein—

The numeral 1 indicates the case of the
latch-lock having its front wall provided with
a slot 2 near one corner of its top portion.
The latch 3 is pivotally mounted in the case,
and is rajsed through the medium of alatch-
operating lever or finger-piece 4, pivoted to
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ears 5 on the front wall of the case, and hav-
ing a tail-piece projecting through the slot 2
into the case to bear upon the upper side of
the latch at a point in rear of its pivot 6in
such manner that when the outer end of the
lever or finger-piece is moved to depress the
innerend or tail piece, the latch will be raised
from engagement with its keeper, which lat-
ter may. be of any desired construction, and
is not herein illustrated.

The latch is adapted to be locked through
the medium of a key and locking devices,
which, however, do not constitute any essen-
tial part of the present invention, and there-
fore it is deemed unnecessary to describe the
same in detail. The arrangement described

_is designed to raise the latch when the outer

end portion of the latch-operating lever or
finger-piece 4 is lifted or moved upward, but
I do not wish to be understood as confining
myself to this particular arrangement, al-
though it is the preferred one; for, obviously,
the latch-operating lever or finger piece can

be soarranged as to otlierwise acton the latch

3forraising the same outof engagement with
its keeper. _

The upper and lower end portions of the
latch-lock case are each provided with pro-
jecting flanges 7 and 8, the former having a
serew hole 9 for the passage of a screw which
passes through one of the end plates 10of an
arched or curved handle-bar 12, hereinafter
explained. The end plates 10are each pref-
erably formed in the shape of a segment of a
circle, and are designed to be ornamented
with any desired designsor ornamentation,
and the inner side of each plate 10 is formed
with a recess to provide a cavity 13 designed
toreceive the flanges 7 and 8,so that the lock
case and the end plates 10 can lie flush with
each other against a refrigerator, or any other
door. The cavity 13 extends horizontally
across the bases of the plates 10, and each
recessed part is preferably provided with two
serew holes 14, through which pass wood
serews 15 and 16, for rigidly securing the
arched or curved handle and the lock case
in operative connection with each other. The
serews 15 pass through the serew holes 9 in
the flanges 7, and therefore the latch-lock
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case is firmly held by the same serews that
serve to attach the handle-rod, which :is a
very desirable feature as regards economy
and: simplicity. The inside of:the recessed
parts of the plates 10 are preferably formed
integral with lugs 17, adapted to bear against
the edges of :the flanges 7, so that when the
handle and the latéh-lock case are placed to-
gether, and ' the lugs 17 Dbear against the
flanges 7, the secrew holes of said flanges will
accurately register with the serew holes in
the :plates 10 through which: the screws 15
pass. This is a very desirable feature, in
that it enables the handle and the lateh-lock
case to be quickly assembled in correet posi-
tion for rapid attachment.

The arched or curved handle 12 spans the
lateh-lock ' case, aund vertically lies over the
latch-operating lever or finger:piece, so-that
thelatteris arranged directly under the han-
dle, and when the :latter is grasped a finger
of the hand can be conveniently placed upon
thelatch-operating lever for moving the same
to raise the latch. :By:this meansthe handle
and the leveror finger piece are in such jux-
taposition, or :operative conneetion, that by
grasping the handle the latch ean beinstantly
raised.and the door pulled open. In addition
to this, the ends of the handle impart an or-
namental ‘appearance to the: structure, and
serve to securely hold. the latch-lock case in
position on the door.

The construction and : arrangement  de-
scribed - provide: a very convenient, strong,
and durable fixture for refrigerator and other
doors, whereby the latch can be conveniently
operated; and, further, the construction of
the handle enables it to be economically man-
ufactured, while it is susceptiible of being
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highly ornamented; and affords a firm grip

for the hand. By making the handle a sep-

arate part it is possible to east it in any de-
sired formwith the ornamental parts; where-
as it would be:very difficult to mold: these or-
nameniations directlyonthe endsof thelatch-
lock case.

The design of the handle may be variously
modified, which is a very desirable feature
from a commercial standpoint, since the or-
namentation can be largely varied tosuit the
taste of the user.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim is—

1.. The ecombination of a slotted lateh-case,
having a movable lateh and flanged ends, a
latch-operating lever or finger piece project-
ing through the slot in the lateh-case, and an
independent arched or: curved handle span-
ning the latch case over the latch-operating
lever or finger piece; and having its end por-
tions engaged with the flanged ends of the
latch case, substantially as described.

2. The combination of a slotted latch-case,
having a pivoted lateh ‘and end flanges, pro-
vided with screw holes, a pivoted latch-oper-
ating leveror finger: piece projecting through
the slot in the latch case, and an:independent
arceh ‘or: carved handle spanning the latech
case, and: provided with :recessed end
tions-engaging the flanged eunds of the latch
case, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof: I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-

nesses.
JOHN K. CLARK.
Witnesses:
MaryY K. CLARK,
GEORGE L. HERGER.
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