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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. MELOTTE, a 

resident of Ithaca, in the county of Tompkins 
and State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Dental 
Moistening-Pads; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use the same. a 
The invention relates to devices for wetting 

corundum or emery wheels and other dental 
tools in the mouth and also adapted to re 
ceive fine mineral, metallic, or other particles 
and at the same time to hold the tongue, lips, 
or cheeks out of the operator's way. Its ob 
ject is to provide an easily-renewable cleanly 
porous or fibrous pad and a suitable holder 
therefor, which shall be concealed within the 
same so far as practicable; and it consists in 
the construction hereinafter described and 
pointed out. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a central longitudinal section of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective of a holder with a 
loop-fastening. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of 
a modified form of holder. Fig. 4 is a section 
on line 4 4 of Fig. 1. 
Numeral 1 denotes the spring-bow of a 

tweezer-like tool having two parallel pinch 
ing members 2 and 3, one of which is prefer 
ably widened at its end, as by branches 4, 
and the other provided with a tooth or claw 7. 

35 

45 

5 denotes a hook, which may be conven 
iently stamped out of one of the members, as 
indicated. 

6 denotes a hole in the opposite member, 
adapted to receive the hook 5. The hole 6 
and the tooth 7 are preferably formed in the 
same member 3, which in use will be the up 
per one. By pressing the members 2 and 3 
together and suitably manipulating the spring 
the hook can be engaged in the hole 6, and it 
can be disengaged in similar manner. Other 
means for holding the members 2 and 3 to 
gether may be employed-as, for example, a 
loop 8. 

10 indicates a porous fibrous pad made in 
layers and stitched between covers 11, which 
may be made of white cotton or linenfabric. 
12 denotes seams. Eor the body of the pad 

felted cotton, cottonoid, blotting-paper, “lin 

ten,’ punk, sponge cut in thin layers, or other 
like material may be employed. For the out 
side layers, instead of linen or cotton cloth, 
leather, buckskin, chamois-skin, or the like 
may be employed. White material is pre 
ferred, as it reflects the light, and a finely 
woven fabric is very suitable for the reason 
that it can be readily cleansed and gold par 
ticles easily recovered thererefrom. The en 
tire pad can be made of any one of the ma 
terials named or others like them without 
sacrificing all the advantages of the improve 
ment. The pad or the material of which it is 
made is sterilized or antiseptically treated 
before use. 
In practice the pad is slipped upon one of 

the two members of the tool, and then the 
other is made to embrace its edge, preferably 
by a claw, as shown, whereby it is prevented 
from slipping from the holder. The bow or 
spring is very Suitable for the insertion of a 
finger to hold the device, though it may be 
held in other ways. The precise form of the 
Spring and of the members 2 and 3 are not 
essential, so long as the objects of the im 
provement are secured in substantially the 
Sale annel. 

I am aware that a piece of sponge held by 
a Spring in a metal cup having a foraminous 
bottom has been used in dental operations to 
moisten an emery-wheeland collect particles, 
as set forth in Patent No. 392,006, granted 
October 30, 1888, and such device is not of 
my invention. It is characteristic of the 
present improvement that the pad entirely 
covers the end of the metal holder and that 
it can be very easily applied to and removed 
from the holder and is held thereon without 
a Special Spring or other detachable fasten 
ing device. It is also adapted to use an ex 
terior surface with finer interstices than the 
more absorbent interior, whereby it presents 
a surface from Which gold can be more read 
ily washed. 
The pad-holder is characterized by simplic 

ity of construction and by the absence of 
tubular parts or recesses other than that de 
signed for the hook, whereby its cleanliness 
is easily secured. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A dental device consisting of a flat moist 
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ening and particle-receiving pad made of 
parallel layers of porous material secured to 
gether, combined with a detachable holder 
having a widened end fitting between the 
layers to keep the pad expanded, said pad 
being adapted to be entirely exposed to the 
mouth, substantially as set forth. 

2. A dental device consisting of a holder 
having two members and a porous pad con 
sisting of layers and open at one edge to re 
ceive one of said members, the opposite one 
being provided with a holding-tooth, substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. In combination with a porous pad adapt 
ed to act as a sponge and receive filings, a 
holder consisting of two members 2 and 3, 
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connected by a spring-bow, one member be 
ing slotted and the other provided with a 
hook, the construction being such that a 
member can be moved lengthwise by com- 20 
press in the spring to engage the hook with 
or disengage...it from the slot and thereby 
hold or release the pad, substantially as set 
forth. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 25 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

GEORGE W. MELOTTE. 
Witnesses: 

M. WAN CLEEF, 
WM. HAZLITT SMITH, 

  


