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A method and apparatus for accessing a database where entries are linked
to at least two sets of patterns. Recognition means recognise within a received
signal one or more patterns of a first set of patterns. The recognised patterns are
used to identify entries and compile a list of pattems in a second set of patterns
to which those entries are also linked. The list is then used to recognise a second
received signal. The received signals may, for example, be voice signals or signals

indicating the origin or destination of the received signals.
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see page 6, line 42 - page 7
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document 1s combined with one or more other such docu-
ments, such combinaton being obvious to a person skilled
in the art.
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Box 1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Coptinuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)Xa) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specificaily:

3. D Claims Nos..
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. CLAIMS : 1-11,20-25,27-32

2. CLIAMS : 12-19

3. CLAIMS : 26

4. CLAIMS : 33

For further information see form PCT/ISA/206 mailed 08.03.96

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

. D As all searchablie claims could be searches without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
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of any additional fee,

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicanL Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-11,20-25,27-32

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

m No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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The claims of the present application do not fullfil the requirement of unity of invention (Rule
13 PCT). The reasons are as follows:

The document which is considered to be the closest prior art is EP299572 (D1). The
independent claims 1. 12, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27 and 28 have in common the feature of
an identification apparatus (in a broad sense) which uses additional information for limiting
the space of possibilities to search.

This concept, however, is known from D1. Here, on page 2 and the left column of page 3. a
speech recogniser is described which uses different lists to reduce the search space
according to syntactic categories (= additional information).

The independent claim 21 does not have any special technical feature above the prior art
because the broader term "pattern recogniser” does not add anything to the features
described in claim 20 which are known from D1.

The independent claim 33 shares with the others only the vague feature of identification of
any data which is alsoc known e.g. from EP299572.

I. Therefore the independent claims can be grouped according to their special technical
features apart from these known concepts.

1. claims 1-11, 20-25, 27-32:
All the technical features from claims 1-2 are known from D1. So the technical problem in
the light of this document is to construct a speech recogniser taking into account the
number of syntactic connections between words (claim 3). This is solved by employing
lists of connected words to restrict the search space and so providing additional syntactic
information.

2. claims 12-19 :
deal with the problem to construct a speech recogniser resp. a speaker recogniser/verifier
(cl. 15) using additional information to enhance the recognition rate. This is solved by
using information about the origin of a telephone call.

3. claim 26 :
deals with the problem to provide a method of data retrieval using additional information to

enhance the retrieval rate. This is solved by employing lists of connected data to restrict
the search space and so providing additional syntactic information.

4, claim 33 :
The problem is to provide a method of speech recognition dealing with unreliable
recognition resuits. The solution is to fall back to stored speech data and employing

another recognition process therewith.

Il. There is no feature common to two of the groups, which could be considered as a special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. Thus no technical
relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 between any two or more of the groups of

inventions can be seen.

Ill. Consequently it appears that, a posteriori, the claims 1, 12, 15, 16, 20, 22, 26-28 and 33
do not fulfill the requirements of PCT rule 13.
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