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To all ulchom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELIJAH DUN CAN Mc 

Dox ALD, a citizen of the United States, re siding at Los Angeles, in the county of Los 
Angeles and State of California, have in 
vented a new and useful Burial-Casket, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates in general to re 

inforced monolithic burial caskets and has 
for its principal object to provide a mono 
lithic casket having greater strength in 
proportion to its weight than composition 
cassets of the character heretofore invented. 
Another object is to so construct the re 

inforcement that the heavy frame members 
heretofore employed in prior constructions 
of caskets can be omitted without detriment 
to the strength of the casket, and that the 
reinforcement will be absolutely uniform 
throughout the walls of the casket so that 
the casket will not be stronger in some parts 
and weaker in other parts, but will be as 
strong at any given point as at any other 
given point, and will be of minimum weight 
for the degree of strength of the reinforce 
ment. To accomplish the foregoing I con 
bine several important old and new fea 
tures of reinforcement construction, to-wit: 
woven wire mesh or fabric of which the re 
inforcment members or wires are all in 
movably fastened together at their junc 
tions, the fabric being formed into body and 
Eid baskets, each of said baskets being bent 
outward at its rim to form continuous 
flanges, the corner wires and the edge wires 
of the flanges forming the entire frame of 
the casket, and uniformity of the reinforce 
ment throughout the walls of the casket. 

Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 is 
a perspeetive view of the casket with part 
of the cover broken away. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective of the reinforcing wire basket. Fig. 
3 is a cross section on line a-ac, Fig. 1. 
The casket comprises cementitious or plas 

tic covering formed of sections 1, 7 of suit 
able composition such, for instance, as 
sum plaster and Portland cement, and con 
prises a frame therefor, said frame being 
formed of bodv and lid reinforcing baskets 
2, 10. the body basket 2 being bent from a 
single piece of woven wire fabric as in Fig. 
2 to form a botton, sides and ends, and hav 
ing its rim bent outward to form a contin 
uous flange, said lid basket being bent from 

55 a single piece of woven wire fabric and be 
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ing shallower than the body basket, but 
otherwise the same as said body basket, and 
therefore not necessary to show in detail, 
and said lid basket having its rim bent out 
ward to form a continuous flange extending 
over the flange of the body basket as in 
Figs. 1 and 3. 
The wires of the baskets 2, 10 are fastened 

to one another at their intersections by 
solder a, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, so as to 
prevent relative movement between said 
wires, thus producing two exceptionally 
light weight and strong reinforcing units 
of maximum rigidity. 
The composition forming the covering 

sections 1, it is cast around the baskets 2, 
10 respectively. 
The construction described above, in ac 

tual practice, produces a casket weighing 
approximately the same as a casket con 
structed of hard wood, but much stronger 
and capable of withstanding a pressure of 
1100 pounds per square inch, whereas a 
steel casket weighing a great deal more will 
withstand a pressure of but approximately 
1500 pounds per square inch. 
The body portion is formed in the lower 

corners with a raised ledge 3 on the inside 
and on the outside with a molding 4 which 
greathy strengthens the casket at the cor 
ners. The body portion has a flange 5 
around its upper and a concave we 
6. The cover 7 has a convex rib 8 of smaller 
cross sectional diameter than the groove 6 
and the rib 8 fits in the groove 6. the bottom 
of the rib resting in the bottom of the 
groove, and the space on each side of the rib 
in the groove is filled with the composition 
of which the body portion is composed. 
Bolts 9 serve to secure the cover 7 to the 
lower portion. 

Before the cover is placed in position, 
Some of the composition in liquid condition 
is placed in the groove 6 and in order to 
prevent this composition from setting too 
quickly, before the cover is in place, I pre 
fer to mix a retarding agent in the composi 
tion, which retarding agent, for example. 
may be molasses. The cover is then placed 
in position and the composition quickly 
hardens around the rib 8 and between the 
flanges 5, rendering the casket air and water 
proof at this point. 
The cover is formed with an opening 11 

for a portion of its length, which is closed 
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by a lid 12 when the casket is to be finally 
sealed. The lid 12 is provided with a bead 
13 which fits in a groove 14 formed in the 
cover. and liquid cement 15 is placed in the 
joint before the lid is put on, in the manner 
similar to the securing of the cover. 
The corner wires and the edge wires of 

the flanges form the entire frame of the 
casket and the reinforcement is uniform 

roughout the walls of the casket. The 
combined features of the reinforcement 
wires being all immovably fastened together 
at their junctions, the fabric being formed 
into body and lid baskets, each of the bas 
kets being bent outward at its rim to form 
a continuous flange, the corner wires and 
the edge wires of the flanges forming the 
entire frame of the casket, and absolute uni 
formity of the reinforcement throughout 
the walls of the casket produce a monolithic 
casket having greater strength in proportion 
to its weight than composition caskets here 
tofore known. 

Half inch boards 16 are laid on the in 
ternal ledges 3 to act as a supporting bot 
tom. 
The reinforcing element is a stiff, rigid, 

1,168,6eo 

metallic unit of light weight, and the walls 
of the casket, may be Inade of minimum 
thickness and yet have an enormous resist 
ing capacity. almost equal to that of a steel 
casket. 
What I claim is: 
A casket comprising a body and lid 

formed of reinforcing woven wire fabric 
embodied in a cementitious covering, the 
wires of the fabric being all immovably fas 
tened together at their junctions, said fabric 
being formed into body and lid baskets, 
each of said baskets being bent outward at 4: 
its rim to form a continuous flange, the ad 
jacent faces of said flanges coöperating with 
each other, the corner wires and the edge 
wires of the flanges together forming the 
entire frame of the casket, and the rein- - 
forcing fabric being uniform throughout 
the walls of the casket. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand at Los Angeles, California, this 
22d day of April, 1912. 

ELIJAH D. McDONALD. 
In presence of 

G. T. HACKLEY, 
M. F. BLASDEL. 

Copies of this patent Ray be obtained for five eents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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fy a lid 12 when the casket is to be finally 
sealed. The lid 12 is provided with a bead 
13 which fits in a groove 14 formed in the 
cover, and liquid cement 15 is placed in the 
joint before the lid is put on, in the manner 
similar to the securing of the cover. 
The corner wires and the edge wires of 

the fianges form the entire frame of the 
casket, and the reinforcement is uniform. 
throughout the walls of the casket. The 
combined features of the reinforcement 
wires being all innovably fastened together 
at their junctions, the fabric being formed 
into body and lid baskets, each of the bas 
kets being bent outward at its rim to form 
a continuous flange, the corner wires and 
the edge wires of the flanges forming the 
antire frame of the casket, and absolute uni formity of the reinforcement, throughout 
the walls of the casket produce a monolithic casket having greater strength in proportion 
to its weight than composition caskets here 
tofore known . . . . . 
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3 to act as a supporting bot 
The reinforcing element is a stiff, rigid, 
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metallic unit of light weight, and iihe walls 
of the casket may be made of minimum 
thickness and yet have an enormous resist. 
ing capacity, almost equal to that of a steel 
casket. 
. What i claim is: 
A casket comprising a body and lid 

formed of reinforcing Woven wire fabric 
embodied in a cementitious covering, the 
wires of the fabric being all immovably fas 
tened together at their junctions, said fabric 
being formed into body and lid baskets, 
each of said baskets being bent outward at 4 
its rim to form. a continuous fange, the ad 
jacent faces of said flanges coöperating with 
each other, the corner wires and the edge wires of the flanges together forming the 
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entire frame of the casket, and the rein.- .. 5 
forcing fabric being uniform throughout 
the walls of the casket. 

In testimony whereof, I have here into 
set my hand at Los Angeles, California, this 
22d day of April, 1912. 

ELIJAH. D. McDONALD. 
In presence of - 

G. T. HACKLEY, 
M. E. BLASDEL. 

is is hereby certified that in Letters. Patent No. 1,168,660, granied January 
18, 1916, upon the application of Elijah D. McDonald, of Los Angeles, California, 
for an in provement, in “Burial-Caskets,” an error appears in the printed speci 
fication requiring correction. as follows: Page 2, line 36, in claim, for the word 
'embodied' read embedded, and that the said Letters Patent should be read 

! with this correction therein that the same may conform to the record of the case 

Signed and sealed this 15th day of February, A. D., 1916. 
R. F. WHITEHEAD, 

Acting Commissioner of Patents. 
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Signed and sealed this 15th day of February, A. D., 1916. 

SEAL. R. F. WHITEHEAD, 
Acting Commissioner of Patents. C. 27-8. 


