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sAFETY CATCH FOR AUTOMOBILE Doors 
Charles R. Bradley, Springfield Gardens, N. Y. . . . 

... This invention relates to a novel safety. catch 
for preventing unauthorized or accidental open 
ing of two adjacent doors on the Same side of an 
automobile. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
Wide a door catch of the above indicated charac 
ter which can be installed either on the inside 
Or On the outside of the automobile. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a catch of the character indicated above, in 
which connected members are extensibly adjust 
able for proper engagement with the door frames, 
and which can be drawn together and positively 
locked together for maintaining the doors in 
locked position. 

In carrying out the invention, tWO members 
are connected slidably with One of then having 
an elongated recess and the other a clamping 
bolt engaging the receSS for securing the tWO 
members in their adjusted positions. The ends 
of the connectors have hooks adapted to emi 
brace the adjacent door frame side members at 
the adjacent sides of the window openings there 
of. The hook of one connector is engaged be 
hind a flange of the front door frame side mem 
ber while the hook of the other connector is en 
gaged behind a similar flange on the rear door. 
One of the Connectors has a Series of receSSes 
along its upper edge, adapted to be Selectively 
engaged by a projection on the other connector, 
whereby the connectors can be positively locked 
in adjusted extended or contracted positions. 

For a better understanding of the invention, 
reference may be had to the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing, in Which 
Figure 1 is a prospective view of the catch de 

Vice removed from its connection. With the car. 
Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken 

through the region of the car where the catch 
device is applied and looking down upon the top 
of the catch device in itS locked engagement With 
the car doors. 

Figure 3 is an elevational view of the inner 
connector. 

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the outer 
Connector. 

Figure 5 is an end elevational view of the Con 
nector in assembled relation with a portion brok 
en away to show the arrangement Of the clamp 
ing bolt. 

Referring now to the drawings, the numeral 
generally designates the illustrated safety 

catch device which comprises an elongated plate 
like connector and an elongated platelike Con 
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nector 2, slidably connected to the connector . 
Each of the connectors has its outer end formed to provide a hook 3 adapted to hook behind a 
Vertical flange f4 of an automobile window open 
ing. One hook is adapted to be hooked behind 
the flange 4 of the front door 5, while the hook 
3 of the other connector is adapted to be hooked 
behind a similar flange f4 of the rear door 6. 
Between the doors is the usual door post 7 hav 
ing jamb surfaces 8, 8 for receiving the free 
edges of the frames of the two doors. 
On the inner connector and at the top edge 

thereof, there are provided a series of notches 9 
adapted to receive an inwardly bent projection 
2. On the inward end of the other connector 2. 
The projection 2 is adapted to be entered in 
that one of the notches 9 which spaces the hooks 
3 at the proper distance between the Window 

flanges 4. The inner connector also has an 
outwardly and downwardly bent projection 22 
adapted to rest over the top edge of the outer 
connector 2 to keep the connectors from buck 
ling downwardly. Traversing the outer connec 
tor 2 is a clamping bolt 23 flared as indicated 
at 24 and at its Outer end, having threads on its 
Outer end accommodating a clamping nut 25, as 
shown in Figure 5. The flared end 24 of the bolt 
is slidably confined in an elongated slot 26 ex 
tending longitudinally in the inner connector f. 
With the projection 2 in place in one of the 
notches 9 and the clamping bolt 23 and nut 25 
tightened, the connectors are rigidly associated 
and provide positive locking of the car doors 5 
and 6. 
The catch may be located either On the ex 

terior of the car or on the inside thereof. It is 
preferably placed high in the window openings 
So that any attempt by a child to release the 
clamping bolt nut 25, would be quickly observed 
by one Sitting in the car. 
To take care of variations in the thicknesses 

of the car door flanges 4, a Spring clip 28 On 
the outer connector 2 is provided, to engage the 
door post 7 between the doors 5 and 6 in a 
manner to hold the catch hooks 3, 3 engaged 
with the door flanges 4, 4 by tensioning the 
catch as a whole in a direction away from the 
door post. 

Having now described my invention, what I 
clain is: 
A catch for holding two adjacent doors closed 

On opposite sides of a door post with the free 
edges of the doors abutting the door post, Said 
catch comprising a pair of elongated plates ar 
ranged in side by side relation to slide longi 

  

  

  



3 
tudinally and adapted to be placed across the 
door post, hooks on the outer ends of said plates 
retainably engageable around portions on the 
free edges of the doors, a longitudinal series of 
notches formed in a longitudinal edge of one of 
said plates, a lateral lug on a related longitudinal 
edge of the other plate, said lug being selectively 
engageable in one of said notches to adjust the 
longitudinal relation of said plates to provide for 
retaining engagement" of said hooks. With Said 
portions. On the free edges of the doors, a bolt 
having a shank passing slidably through a hole 
in one of said plates and extending freely through: 
a longitudinal slot formed in the other of said. 
plates, a head on said shank bearing against the 
Outer side of the Slotted plate, and arclamping 
nut threaded on Said shank and bearing against 
the outer side of the other of said plates whereby 
Said lug is maintained in the Selected one of the 
notches and said plates are clamped together, a 20 
lateral projection on a longitudinal edge of one 
of said plates. projecting across the related Ion 
gitudinal edge of the other plate and formed 

5 

10 

15 

2,514,738 
4. 

with a groove slidably receiving the last men 
tioned longitudinal edge, said bolt traversing Said 
slotted plate at a point longitudinally displaced 
from said grooved lateral projection whereby tilt 
ing of the plates in one direction on the axis of 
Said bolt is positively precluded while the longi 
tudinal edge of the other of the plates is posi 
tioned in the groove of said projection. 

CHARLES R. BRADLEY. 
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