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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHRISTIAN P. BILSON, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

HAND INIPIENIENT. 

4,804,430. 
Application filed November 28, 1913. 

To all thon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN P. BILSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
(Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented new and useful 
improvements in Hand Implements, of 
which the following is a full, clear, concise, 
and exact description, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this specification. 

ly invention relates to improvements in 
land implements one use for which it is 
adapted being that of a corn picker. 
A further object is the production of a 

device in which removable gripping means 
may be applied to the device to adapt it for 
use for various purposes, 
A furthel' object is the production of a de 

vice that can be readily assembled and 
cheaply manufactured and One that is not 
liable to get out of order. 
These and other objects are attained by 

Imy device, one embodiment of which is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
in which 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my 
device: Fig. 2 represents a top plan view of 
the gripping end of my device; Fig. 3 rep 
I'esents a sectional view on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2 looking in the direction indicated by 
the arrows; Fig. 4 represents a sectional 
view on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1 looking in 
the direction indicated by the arrows, and 
Fig. 5 represents a plan view of another 
form of gripping plate. 

Like numerals indicate like parts in the 
various figures of the drawings. 

Referling now to the drawings, 6, 7, 
lepresent handle bars formed of any ma 
terial, preferabiy, however, of wood, and 
made of exactly the same shape, one end 
of each, S, being curved as indicated in the 
drawings. These member's are assembled in 
a tong-like shape, the curved ends oppo. 
sitely disposed toward each other, and the 
lnenbers are held together by a pivoted bolt 
9 having a screw end 10 surrounded by 
bushing 11, the bushing being very advan 
tageous in preventing the wear of the mem 
bers. The members are normally held apart 
by Suitable spring means, that indicated in 
the drawings being a bolt passing through 
the members between the pivotal point and 
the ends and having a spring 13 mounted 
Upon said bolt between the arms. 
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limit of the spring may be varied at will. 
Suitable handles 15, 16 are secured to the 
inner ends of the arms making it easier to 
grip the device and operate it in a most efli 
cient manner. 
A pair of gripping plates, 17, 18 slightly 

curved at their ends, as indicated at 19 in 
Fig. 3, are removably secured to the end 
of the arms near their outer extremities. 
The preferred means of securing these 
plates in place is to provide the plates with 
counter-Slink holes, 20, through which a bolt 
21 is passed, extending through the arms, 
6, 7, and provided with a nut or retaining 
imeans 22 on the end. Between the nut and 
the arm a long washer or strip 23 is pro 
vided which is turned down as indicated at 

60 

65 

70 

24 against the sides of the arm holding 
the gripping plate in place. I preferably 
provide two of these securing means in 
plates of ordinary size and may of course 
adopt other means of holding the plates in 
place than those illustrated in the drawings. 
Of course, it is evident that securing means 
of this character serve to strengthen and 
stiffen the arms and prevent them from 
splitting or breaking when in use. 

It will be noted that the spring 13 nor 
mally holds the arms apart so that when the 
device is in use and the gripping plates are 
in position on either side of an ear of corn 
or object to be picked up, a slight movement 
of the thumb causes the gripping members 
to grasp the ear firmly. The ear is then ele 
wated with a swinging motion and at the 
proper time the pressure of the thumb re 
leased, permitting the coln to slide out and 
be deposited in any desired receptacle. 

It is of course clear that while the two 
forms of gripping means illustrated can be 
used for various purposes. Other gripping 
plates may be substituted if desired when 
the device is to be used for special purposes. 
In Some instances the gripping plates should 
be padded to prevent injury to articles in 
connection with which the device is used; 
for instance, in picking up potatoes from the 
field or fruit from the trees, the plates shouild 
be of a different form and preferably padded. 

I have illustrated the device with the arms 
formed of wood, as hard wood of a tough 
character is comparatively light and forms 
an efficient material for this portion of the 
device. Of course it is understood, however, 
that I do not limit myself to wood, as a 

A thumb screw 14 is provided, so that the portion or all of the device may be made of 
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metal in certain instances, if it is thought | 
that such material is better adapted to the 
uses to which the device would be put. 
By the use of the two handles, 15, 16, 

great freedom of movement is insured as the 
hand passes through the handle 15 while the 
thumb grasps the handle 16, thus preventing 
any danger of the device slipping from the 
hand when releasing articles from the grip 
ping means, and at the same time the handle 
confines the hand and makes it unnecessary 
for the operator to pay much attention to 
holding the device to prevent it from slip 
ping out of the hand. : 
The device was originally designed with 

a view of following the corn harvester and 
recovering the numerous ears of corn that 
are dropped between the hills, but, as out 
lined above, there are numerous other uses 
to which the device may be put without 
material alteration of the design as illus trated in the accompanying drawings. 

1,104,470 

I claim: 
In an implement of the class described, a 

! pair of crossed level's pivoted together at the 
point of intersection, a pair of article-grasp 
ing plates at one end of the levers, these 
plates being arranged to face inwardly and 

' converge toward their outer ends, a pair of 
handies at the opposite ends of the levers, 
these handles extending in the same direc 
tion from the sides of the levers, a spring for 
normally separating the article-engaging end 
of the levers, and means for regulating the 
distance the levers are normally spread, for 
the purpose set forth, 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto Sub 
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scribed my name in the presence of two wit 
eSSeS. 

CHRISTIAN P. BILSON. 
Witnesses: 

F. H. DRURY, 
ANNE SoLOMON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


